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Hello to all my fellow ABATE of Arizona Freedom 
Fighters! 

As I stated last month, I traveled to Shreveport, LA 
to represent all of you and ABATE of Arizona at the 41st 
Annual “Meeting of the Minds” presented by The Mo-
torcycle Riders Foundation and hosted by ABATE of 
Louisiana. This event provides a forum for motorcycle 
rights advocates to gather and exchange ideas and relat-
ed information on what has been happening across the 
country in the motorcycle rights world. This year’s event 
was outstanding and had a record number of attendees. 
Over 400 active members and leaders of our movement 
were in attendance. Over 30 states were represented and 
attendees from many Motorcycle Clubs and other or-
ganizations, along with a good representation of Inde-
pendents. All of them are becoming more aware of the 
issues facing our community, and that we must all work 
together to save our freedoms.

The conference opened on Thursday, September 25 
with a ‘meet & greet’. It included SMRO updates from 
various State Motorcycle Rights groups that shared their 
accomplishments of the past year. Unfortunately, I could 
not make it to this meeting 
due to travel conflicts, but 
our list of accomplishments 
was read to those present. 
There was a gathering in the 
hospitality suite where many 
friends, old and new, ex-
changed ideas. It was fun to 
see many friendly faces and 
folks who have become good 
friends over the years.

Friday opened with the 
General Session. We were 
honored by having the Barks-

dale A.F.B. Honor Guard present the colors to open our 
conference, followed by an invocation by Sam Maggio. 
MRF President Kirk “Hardtail” Willard opened with his 
report on the state of the MRF and the motorcycle rights 
movement. We then had a legislative update presented 
by the MRF lobbyist William “Rocky” Fox on what was 
happening on a national level in Washington DC. 

This was followed by the presentation of State and 
Federal legislative awards. It is at this point that the 
MRF Award in Recognition of State Legislation was giv-
en to ABATE of Arizona for Successful Lobbying Efforts 
Leading to the Continuation of the Motorcycle Safety 
Fund - SB1107. I was proud to accept this award on be-
half of all the members of ABATE of Arizona and all 
the motorcyclists who contacted their representatives to 
support this bill. 

There were many other reports and awards given 
out, such as the MRFA&E Young Activist Scholarship 
and the MRF Reps Awards, followed by the President’s 
Cup.

After the General Session, attendees broke up into 
smaller groups to participate in the various breakout 

sessions. There were over 16 
different breakout sessions 
over the weekend, each cov-
ering a different subject. You 
could go to those that inter-
ested you the most. I was re-
quired to attend a legislative 
strategies session where each 
SMRO is allowed to vote on 
which should be the most 
important issues for the 
MRF to address in the up-
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Board of Directors for 2025

Coyote Pass BoD Rep ................ Eric Spurr
East Valley BoD Rep ................... Jeff Gorall 
Mohave BoD Rep ........ Donna Arnold-Post
High Country BoD Rep ...................... Open
Phoenix BoD Rep .............. Scot Williamson
Southern AZ BoD Rep ..... Lou Vanden Plas
Yavapai BoD Rep .............. Dennis Banners
Yuma BoD Rep .................................. Open

Board Appointed Officers 

Legislative Director ........ Michael Infanzon
Designated Lobbyist ...... EPIC Policy Group 
M.A.P. ............................................ Jim Silk
Treasurer .............................. Cliff Prentice
Membership System Admin

 Forrest Phillips

Contact the MasterLink Editor  

By-Laws Committee
Michael Infanzon

Betsy Newkirk

State Officers For 2025

President ............................. Jim Butsback
Vice President ................................. Open
Secretary ......................................... Open
Treasurer ............................. Cliff Prentice 
Sergeant-at-Arms .............. Gary Crawford
Membership .................................... Open
Run/Events ………........................…... Open
Safety Coordinator ..... Matthew Reemelin
PAC .............................. Anissa Huntington
Communications .......................... Joe Silk
Merchandise …................................. Open
TBFS Chair ............................ Jim Butsback

State Officer meetings are now the
1st Sunday of every month @ 6pm 
via Zoom. Members are Welcome. 

Contact: 
Jim Butsback,  jimbutsback@yahoo.com

Cell phone, call or text 520-247-3051
I DO NOT USE MESSENGER
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ABATE of Arizona Mailing Address 
PO Box 282

Glendale, AZ 85311

Board of Director meetings are held 
via Zoom on the 1st Saturday of 

Jan, Apr, Jul, & Oct.   
Time to be announced. 
Members are Welcome.

Supporter: 

Joins a SMRO. 

Believes that it’s important 
to be a part of it. 

Goes to a meeting 
occasionally.

Advocate: 

Goes to every meeting but 
just doesn’t want to take 
that next step and be an 
officer.  

Volunteers only after being 
asked.

Activist: 

Goes to every meeting. 

Holds office. 

Volunteers for every event. 

Recruits new members. 

Goes to MRO events on 
their own dime.

Radical:  

Goes to every meeting and 
event. 

Does everything to 
support the SMRO. 
Holds chapter and state 
offices. 

Joins other chapters. 

Volunteers for anything 
needed that promotes the 
SMRO. 

Actively recruits their 
friends, family members, 
and co-workers. 

Every level of member is important 
to the survival of our organization.

Which one are you?  
You get more back when you put more in.

Camaraderie, riding buddies, a sense of purpose, feeling of accomplishment
READY to CHANGE LEVELS?  

Your Chapter & State Officers welcome your interest & enthusiasm 
Talk to them about how YOU can help grow & strengthen ABATE of Arizona

Board of Directors & State Officers

mailto:MstrLnk%40yahoo.com?subject=Contact%20the%20MasterLink%20Editor
mailto:jimbutsback%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
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President’s Report

coming session of Congress. I also attended 
the Executive Director’s Town Hall, where 
Directors and Presidents, etc gather to dis-
cuss issues facing their organizations. 

Over the weekend, there were many ac-
tivities in addition to the various sessions. 
There was a silent auction with many great 
items. The MRFPAC had a fundraiser party 
on Friday night. 

Saturday once again had a General Ses-
sion; with various reports and membership 
Awards, along with a Keynote Speaker. 
There was an important panel discussion 
on membership, recruitment, and reten-
tion. These issues are critical to all SMROs 
across the country. We need members to 
continue the progress we have made over the years. I ask 
all our members to recruit at least one new member for 
ABATE of Arizona in the next year. This would double 
our size and help get our message out. 

Saturday wrapped with the Closing Banquet. The 
evening included the “Ringing of the Bell” for fallen 
brothers and sisters, the final awards, and closing com-
ments by MRF Vice-President Jay Jackson. 

This year was my ninth time attending the MRF 
“Meeting of the Minds”. Each year I come back more 
energized and focused for the fight before us. 

Next year, MRF’s “Meeting of the Minds” will once 
again be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It will be hosted 
by ABATE of Wisconsin September 24-27, 2026. I en-
courage all ABATE of Arizona members to attend if you 
can. They are planning several special events besides the 
normal sessions etc. I believe there may be a special tour 
of the HD Motor Company facilities for attendees of 

Jim Butsback

Email:  
jimbutsback@yahoo.com

Cell Phone, call or text 
520-247-3051

I DO NOT USE MESSENGER!

the convention, although there is nothing 
official currently. The first MOTM I attend-
ed was in Milwaukee. I can attest that they 
know how to host a party. I once again ask 
that all ABATE of Arizona members please 
consider becoming a member of the Mo-
torcycle Riders Foundation, if you are not 
already a member. 

I would like to personally invite all our 
members and their guests to our Annual 
State Membership Meeting. It will be held 
on November 7th, 2025, beginning at 5PM. 
The location is the Double Tree Phoenix 
North, 10220 N Metro Parkway, Phoenix, 
AZ 85051. There will be a banquet dinner 
along with guest speaker and Awards. 

Please remember that this time of year 
it gets dark earlier, and we need to be watchful of the 
children who may be out and about. Kids are in school, 
and many have extra activities after school and are re-
turning home later. Please be aware and drive/ride care-
fully in areas where they may be. They are often distract-
ed and may dart out without looking.  

As always, please spread the word about all the ac-
complishments that ABATE has done and the work we 
continue to do. While you are out riding and attend-
ing events, be proud of your ABATE membership. Wear 
your gear and let those around you know that you are 
an ABATE member. Most riders are not familiar with 
ABATE and have not joined because they have never 
been asked. Do them a favor and ASK THEM.

Until next month!
RIDE FREE, RIDE ENDORSED, RIDE SOBER!
Jim

Chiropractic Care, Massage Therapy, Physiotherapy, 
Pre/Postnatal Chiropractic,  Spinal Decompression, 

Worker’s Compensation, and much more. 

Anthony Bozicevic
480-820-1818

Anthony@azfamilychiropractors.com
2058 S Dobson Rd, Ste 4 ; 

Mesa, AZ 85203

Tyler Smith 
XCEL Trackdays Inc

602-740-8687, info@xceltrackdays.com

mailto:jimbutsback%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.mrf.org/
https://www.mrf.org/
https://azfamilychiropractors.com/
https://xceltrackdays.com/
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High Country Chapter

Coordinator................................................. Open
V. Coord...................................................... Open
Secretary.......................................Thomas Stocks
Treasurer..................................................... Open
Sgt at Arms...................................... Roy Whiting 
Membership............................................... Open
Runs/Events......................Jacque ‘Daisi’ Whiting
Safety Coordinator..............Roy ‘Fatboy’ Whiting
PAC..............................................................Open
Communications.............................Marty Bernal
Merchandise.....................................Gail Howard
Media..............................................Marty Bernal
BOD Rep .....................................................Open

Contact: 

https://www.facebook.com/
AbateHighCountryChapter

HCC meets 3rd Saturdays @ 10:30a, b’fast 9am
@ Stanford Store,   928-537-7755

4 Apache County Rd 8235 (Stanford Rd), 
Vernon, AZ 

# # #

Mohave Chapter

Coordinator......................................... Tom Aydt
V. Coord..................................................... Open
Secretary.......................................... Cynde Aydt
Treasurer.............................. Donna Arnold-Post
Sgt at Arms................................Emmette Tucker 
Membership..................................... Cynde Aydt
Runs/Events............................................... Open
Safety Coordinator .................... Terry Campbell
PAC................................................. Denny Lange
Communications................................. Tom Aydt
Merchandise.............................................. Open
Media........................................................ Open
BOD Rep .............................. Donna Arnold-Post

Contact: Tom Aydt, 715-651-0770
tamedic1969@yahoo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/263121160987524/

Mohave County Chapter meetings are held the 
3rd Monday of the month 6:00 PM at:  

VFW Golden Valley Post 2555
 6068 Supai Dr. ; Golden Valley, AZ 86413

# # #

East Valley Chapter

Coordinator............................................ Joe Silk
V. Coord............................................. Jeff Gorall
Secretary........................................ Brett Doyen
Treasurer..................................... Laura Hershey 
Sgt at Arms........................................ Jeff Gorall 
Membership.......................................... Joe Silk
Runs/Events........................................ Ky Sisson
Safety Coordinator.............. Matthew Reemelin
PAC............................................. Gary Crawford
Communications.................................... Joe Silk 
Merchandise.............................. Gary Crawford
BOD Rep ........................................... Jeff Gorall

Contact: Joe Silk, 480-628-8598
miterangers@msn.com

The East Valley Chapter meetings are TBA
# # #

Phoenix Chapter

Coordinator.................. Scot ‘One T’ Williamson
V.Coord........................... Jay ‘One Y’ Williamson
Secretary ................................................... open
Treasurer ....................................... Lyn Peterson 
Sgt at Arms.................................. Gavin Granmo
Membership .............................................. open
Runs/Events……….………............…. Cliff Prentice
Safety Coordinator...................... Ernie Lizarraga
PAC ........................................................... open 
Communications ....................................... open
Merchandise.............................. Tiffany Granmo
BOD Rep…………............ Scot ‘One T’ Williamson 

Contact: One T (text only) 480-768-8747
Ldmaau56a@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1640745202851394

Phoenix/Shadow Mountain meetings are held 
on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm at 

VFW Post-1433 
7618 N 63rd Ave ; Glendale, AZ 85301

# # #

Coyote Pass Chapter

Coordinator.........................................Eric Spurr
V. Coord.......................................Mike Degrood
Secretary................................................... Open
Treasurer...................................... Denise Green
Sgt at Arms..........................................Tom Love 
Membership..............................................Open
Runs/Events.................................Mike Degrood
Safety Coordinator......................... Roger Green
PAC............................................................Open
Communications ............................... Rick Wise
Merchandise..............................................Open
BOD Rep ............................................ Eric Spurr

Contact:  Mike 661-332-2308,
way2coolwheels@yahoo.com 

 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/4808599665893759

The Coyote Pass Chapter meets the second
Tuesday of the month at 6pm.

 Calico's Restaurant, 928-753-5005
418 W. Beale St. ; Kingman, AZ 86401

# # #
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Local ABATE Chapters

Teresa Martinez, RN 
‘Trauma Mama’
602-908-7989 

phxaz.asm@gmail.com 

First Responder Education 
for Motorcyclists.

Offering classes statewide

1-623-853-0750  info@arizonacyclepark.com

25848 S 279th Ave, Buckeye, AZ 853261264 W University Drive; Mesa, AZ 85201

Meeting host for 
ABATE’s East Valley 

Chapter

C’mon out and 
support our Veterans!

Damn Straight! 

https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter
https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter
mailto:tamedic1969%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/
mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:Ldmaau56a%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1640745202851394
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1640745202851394
mailto:way2coolwheels%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759
mailto:phxaz.asm%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.arizonacyclepark.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AL138AZ
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Southern Arizona Chapter

Coordinator...................................Jeremy Krauss
V. Coord..................................................... Open
Secretary.......................................Monica Byrne
Treasurer.......................................Monica Byrne
Sgt at Arms........................................Rob Rogers
Membership...................................Jim Butsback
Runs/Events................................................Open
Safety Coordinator..................................... Open
PAC.............................................................Open
Communications................................ Judi Miller
Merchandise...............................................Open
Media.........................................................Open 
BOD Rep .................................. Lou Vanden Plas

Contact: Jeremy Krauss, 520-305-0231
jeremykrauss@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/240701943485586

NEW: The Southern Arizona Chapter meets 
3rd Sunday of the month at 10am at 

The Kettle, 748 West Starr Pass, Tucson 
# # #

Yavapai Chapter

Coordinator................................Timothy Thomas
V. Coord..............................................Dan Tumey
Secretary..............................................Dixie Gray
Treasurer......................................................Open 
Sgt at Arms............................................Lori Kludt
Membership...................................Holli Woosley
Runs/Events.................................................Open
Safety Coordinator……............Andrew ‘AJ’ Killian
PAC..............................................................Open
Communications..........................................Open
Merchandise...............................Dennis Banners
Media..........................................................Open
BOD Rep .....................................Dennis Banners

Contact: Timothy, 360-720-3465
tntblaster@netzero.net 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ycabateaz

Meet us at 6:30pm on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month VFW Bucky O’Neill Post 541
202 N Arizona Ave ; Prescott 86301

# # #

Yuma Chapter

Coordinator.................................................Open
V. Coord...........................................Frank White
Secretary.....................................................Open
Treasurer.......................................Douglas Kreag 
Sgt at Arms.................................................Open 
Membership.................................Douglas Kreag
Runs/Events................................................Open
Safety Coordinator......................................Open
PAC.............................................................Open
Communications........................................Open
Merchandise...............................................Open
Media.........................................................Open
BOD Rep .........................................Frank White

Contact Frank ‘Hound’ White, 209-327-0814
for meetings details, etc

# # #

For more information or to apply -   Click in this presentation

Local ABATE Chapters

Protecting Motorcyclists’ 
Rights is a Team Effort! 
Support your sport by 

supporting ABATE of  Arizona

mailto:jeremykrauss%40gmail.com?subject=froma%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
mailto:tntblaster%40netzero.net?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yabateaz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yabateaz
https://www.amsaf.org/helmets/
https://www.amsaf.org/helmets/
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ABATE of Arizona’s Legislative Update
shared by ABATE of Arizona’s Legislative Director Michael Infanzon, mike@abateofaz.org

 Distracted driving has quietly become one of the 
most serious threats to riders on Arizona’s roads. Over 
the last several months, ABATE of Arizona has made this 
issue a top legislative and public-awareness priority, aim-
ing to strengthen enforcement, close statutory gaps, and 
push for smarter driver education.

Our legislative team has prepared model language 
to amend Arizona’s hands-free law so that violations are 
treated as primary offenses rather than secondary. This 
would allow law enforcement to cite drivers observed 
using handheld devices without needing another un-
derlying violation. The goal is not to increase penalties 
but to increase accountability and reduce the number of 
distracted drivers sharing the road with motorcyclists. 
ABATE members and the motorcycle community told us 
through the legislative survey earlier this year that dis-
tracted driving was their biggest concern. We heard you 
and are working on it! Now we will need your help. 

In addition to legislative work, ABATE will be col-
laborating with the Arizona Department of Transpor-
tation and the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety to 
develop public-education materials that highlight how 

a two-second glance away from the road can be deadly 
when motorcycles are involved. We are also asking legis-
lators to include funding for data collection, especially on 
how distracted driving contributes to crashes involving 
motorcycles and other vulnerable road users.

At the community level, ABATE members will be 
asked to help lead “Look Up for Life” awareness cam-
paigns, distributing decals and hosting events where 
drivers can experience how distraction impairs reaction 
time. These grassroots efforts will remind motorists that 
rider safety begins with undivided attention.

Distracted driving is not a faceless problem. Every 
rider has seen it at an intersection or felt its consequences 
on the highway. ABATE’s message to Arizona drivers is 
simple: if you’re behind the wheel, your phone can wait.

________________________________________
Stay informed on ABATE’s legislative updates and 

ongoing safety campaigns at abateofaz.org. 

Michael Infanzon
Legislative Director, ABATE of Arizona
Cell 602.456.BIKE

ABATE of Arizona Steps Up to Combat Distracted Driving

Arizona is a national proving ground for auto-
mated driving systems. State policy has welcomed 
on-road testing and commercial deployment since 
2015, and Arizona law now permits operation both 
with a human fallback driver and without one, 
subject to compliance with federal and state law. 
Commercial services already carry riders in metro 
Phoenix. The same corridors carry large populations 
of motorcyclists and other unprotected road users. 
Arizona's most recent statewide crash facts show 
1,307 traffic fatalities in 2023 with an economic 
loss estimate of 21.6 billion dollars. Within that toll, 
vulnerable road users represent a persistent share 
of deaths and serious injuries. ADOT's 2023 report 
shows 271 pedestrian fatalities and 44 bicyclist fa-
talities. National motorcycle data for 2023 record 

6,335 motorcyclist deaths, equal to 15 percent of all 
traffic deaths, with a fatality rate that far exceeds 
the rate for enclosed passenger vehicles.

 
We have submitted a proposal to help protect 

pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcyclists from "driv-
erless" automobiles that are not safe to be sharing 
the road. 

 
Support ABATEofAz.org and support our efforts. 

--
Michael Infanzon

ABATE of Arizona Legislative Director
602.456.BIKE

mike@abateofaz.org 

Autonomous Vehicles

mailto:mike%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:mike%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
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On October 11th, ABATE-AZ’s 
Southern Arizona Chapter set up 
our tent and table at the Rock-
toberfest event sponsored by the 
Rollin Loco MC and the Medieval 
Maidens MC. 

The event was held at the Big 
Bad Wolf Bar & Grill in Tucson 
from 2-6pm. They had a great 
turn out and had riders from 
across Tucson and the Phoenix 
area, along with many indepen-
dent riders. Thanks to both clubs 
for inviting us to set up. 

Jim Butsback

This message was posted on 
social media by the hosts, “The 
Rollin Loco and Medieval Maiden 
MC’s would like to thank every-
one in the community who came 
out and supported our Roctober-
fest Party yesterday!  We would 
like to especially thank the clubs 
who rode down in the rain from 
the Phoenix area and to the clubs 
who came out and supported us 
even though they had their own 
events that night!  It meant the 
world to us and your support is 
highly appreciated!  

“We would also like to thank 
the Big Bad Wolf for allowing us 
to have the event there, as well as 
the band AxCrazy to who rocked 
the house for over four hours!  
We would also like to say thanks 
to our vendors ABATE, Healing 
Frontline Heros, Cigar for War-
riors (great to see Kraken is on 
the road to recovery), The Grape 
Plug Smoke Shop and all the do-
nors who donated prizes for our 
raffles!!!!

“Again, thank you to family, 
friends, and the community for 
supporting our event!!!!”

Rocktoberfest at the Big Bad Wolf
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Phoenix Chapter

Phoenix Chapter hosts an information station at GoAZ in 
Peoria during the dealership’s monthly event called Bikes 
& Breakfast - West Side Roundup. It takes place on 3rd 
Saturdays from 830-11am. The dealership is located at 16844 
N Arrowhead Fountain Center Drive in Peoria. 
There are Food & Coffee Vendors, Early Bird Specials, a 
Sidewalk Sale, motorcycles to view, and more. Upcoming 
dates are November 15 & December 20. 

Contact: One T (text only) at 480-768-8747, 
Ldmaau56a@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1640745202851394
Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday 

of each month at 12:30pm 
at VFW 1433, 7618 N 63rd Ave.; Glendale, AZ 85301

# # #

Coyote Pass Chapter

Contact:  Mike Degrood, 
Coyote Pass Vice Coordinator

661-332-2308, way2coolwheels@yahoo.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759

The Coyote Pass Chapter meets on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month at

 Calico’s Restaurant, 928-753-5005
418 W. Beale St. ; Kingman, AZ 86401

# # #

High Country Chapter
 

https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter

HCC meets 3rd Saturdays @ 10:30a, b’fast 9am @ 
Stanford Store,   (928) 537-7755

4 Apache County Rd 8235 ; (Stanford Rd), Vernon, AZ 
# # #

East Valley Chapter

 Contact: Joe Silk, EV Chapter Coordinator
480-628-8598, miterangers@msn.com

The East Valley Chapter meetings TBA
# # #

Mohave Chapter

Contact: Tom Aydt, Mohave Chapter Coordinator
 715-651-0770, tamedic1969@yahoo.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/

Mohave County Chapter meetings are held at 
6pm on the 3rd Monday of the month at: 

VFW Golden Valley Post 2555 ~ 
6068 Supai Dr. ; Golden Valley, AZ 86413

# # #

This year’s Biker 
Bowling social took 

place on 
October 12. The 
gathering was at 
AMF Desert Hills 
Lanes, 2959 East 
Bell Road in Phoe-
nix. It was a small 

group and everyone 
had a good time. ☺

mailto:way2coolwheels%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759
https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter
mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:tamedic1969@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/
https://fergusonapproach.com/
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Southern AZ Chapter

Contact: Jeremy Krauss 
Chapter Coordinator, Southern Ari-

zona Chapter
520-305-0231 or jeremykrauss@

gmail.com 
Meetings are held on 3rd Sunday of 

the month, 
at 10 am at

The Kettle, 748 West Starr Pass, 
Tucson 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/240701943485586

# # #

Yuma Chapter 
is reorganizing. 

Want to help share the message of 
Motorcyclists Rights, Safety, & 
Awareness in the Yuma area?

Contact Frank ‘Hound’ White 
at 209-327-0814

# # #

Yavapai Chapter

Contact: Timothy , 360-720-3465 
or tntblaster@netzero.net

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ycabateaz

Meet us at 6:30pm on the 4th Tues-
day of each month at

VFW Bucky O’Neill Post 541, 
202 N Arizona Ave ; Prescott 86301

# # #

Please Support Our Business Member: 
_____ 

Chapter Reports

Thank you to our Business Member:  _____

       

Our Legislative Director Michael In-
fanzon has simplified the process of re-
porting Motorcycle Profiling in Arizona. 
This QR code will take you to an online 
form to report incidents of profiling. 

Michael writes, “Have you or some-
one you know been stopped, ques-
tioned, or surveilled in a way that felt 
targeted or unjustified? It’s not just 
a bad experience—it could be pro-
filing. Reporting these incidents isn’t 
just about filing a complaint; it’s about 
holding public agencies accountable, 
exposing patterns of bias, and protect-
ing the rights of all riders and citizens. 
When you complete a profiling incident 
report, you help build the data needed 
to push back against discriminatory 
practices and demand real change.

“Every report strengthens our abili-
ty to advocate for fair treatment and pol-
icy reform at every level of government. 
Don’t let it slide. If it felt wrong, docu-
ment it. File a profiling incident report 
and make your voice count.” 

“Why This Matters … 
“Arizona passed an anti-motorcy-

cle profiling memorial in 2018—unani-
mously. Despite this, riders continue to 
face discriminatory treatment. We’ve 
fought for your rights in the legislature; 
now we must hold agencies account-
able when they violate those rights on 
the ground ... ”

“It’s about stopping unconstitutional 
policing tactics from becoming standard 
practice. If you have questions or need 

Profiling Report Form & New QR Code

help preparing your affidavit, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out. Ride free—
and stand up.”

Thank you, Michael, for all you do 
on behalf of Motorcyclists in Arizona!

If you have any questions 
about motorcycle profiling, contact 
Mike@abateofaz.org

Champion, Roadsmith, DFT

Collision Repair
mark@discountmc.com
www.discountmc.com

ABATE-AZ members get a 
discount on parts ~ 

so show ‘em your card!

Spa Bob: 602-751-8181 CCSPABOB@aol.com
or

Bill Bracken: 602-463-7886 billetldmc@gmail.com
https://azcmc.org/

mailto:jeremykrauss%40gmail.com?subject=froma%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:jeremykrauss%40gmail.com?subject=froma%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
mailto:tntblaster%40netzero.net?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ycabateaz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ycabateaz
mailto:Mike%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://dddiscountmotorcycles.com/
https://azcmc.org/
mailto:CCSPABOB%40aol.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:billetldmc%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://azcmc.org/
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On a perfectly beautiful October Saturday, members 
of ABATE of Southern Arizona gathered for a highway 
clean-up on our Adopt A Highway mile in Whetstone, Ar-
izona. It was a great turnout, with dedicated volunteers 
showing up early, ready to make a difference.

Armed with gloves, bags, and a strong sense of pur-
pose, we spent the morning cleaning up litter along our 
designated stretch of road. The teamwork and positive 
spirit made the job go quickly — and the results spoke 
for themselves.

This clean-up is part of our ongoing ef-
fort to give back to the communities we ride 
through and represent. It’s more than just 
keeping the road clean; it’s about showing 
that ABATE members care about safety, re-
sponsibility, and the environment.

A big thank you to everyone who came 
out and put in the work. Your time and en-
ergy are appreciated — and it’s efforts like 

these that truly reflect 
the heart of our orga-
nization.

See you at the next 
one, and until then, ride 
safe and stay involved!  

William Cleveland

ABATE-AZ’s Southern Arizona Chapter ~ Highway Clean-Up Success in Whetstone

MRF News: 
NHTSA Launches New Tesla Investigation

October 13, 2025... This month, 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) opened a 
new investigation into Tesla following 
reports that vehicles equipped with the 
company’s “Full Self-Driving” (FSD) 
system violated traffic laws while op-
erating under partial automation. 
According to NHTSA, the agency is 
aware of 58 separate incidents, includ-
ing cases where Teslas drove through 
red lights, traveled the wrong way on 
roads, and were involved in crashes 
and injuries.

The preliminary evaluation encom-
passes approximately 2.9 million vehi-
cles equipped with the FSD system. 
While no fatalities have been linked to 
these incidents, NHTSA identified at 
least six crashes in which Teslas con-

tinued through red lights and collided 
with other vehicles. Several of these in-
cidents reportedly occurred at the same 
Maryland intersection, where Tesla has 
since taken corrective measures.

This new probe adds to NHTSA’s 
growing list of investigations into Tes-
la’s driver-assistance technology, which 
includes inquiries into its Autopilot 
features, vehicle doors, and crash re-
porting practices. Federal regulators 
have also questioned the system’s abil-
ity to handle poor visibility and other 
real-world driving challenges.

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
(MRF) continues to closely monitor 
these developments, as autonomous 
technology remains a key issue with-
in the recently approved 2026 MRF 
Legislative Agenda. Ensuring that 

emerging vehicle technologies are safe-
ly deployed and properly regulated is 
essential to protecting all road users, 
especially motorcyclists.

The MRF will continue to advo-
cate for transparency, accountability, 
and rigorous oversight in the rollout of 
self-driving vehicle systems.

All Information contained in this release is 
copyrighted. Reproduction permitted with 

attribution. Motorcycle Riders Foundation. 
All rights reserved. 

Ride With The Leaders™ by joining the 
MRF at http://mrf.org/ 
or call (202) 546-0983

https://www.mrf.org/
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62? Ky’s For You
Ky Sisson: 888-KYS-4-YOU
Ky@KysForYou.com

Aint Nick’s Tavern
602-242-2345
6840 N. 27th Ave, Phoenix 

American Legion Post 138
James Witkowski Memorial
602-837-1247 
1264 W University Dr, Mesa

AMSAF - AZ Motorcycle Safety & 
Awareness Fndn
info@amsaf.org
1-888-951-3732

AZ Accident Scene Management 
LLC
Teresa ‘Trauma Mama’ Martinez, RN 
602-908-7989 
phxaz.asm@gmail.com 

AZ Confederation of Motorcycle 
Clubs  
Spa Bob: 602-751-8181 
CCSPABOB@aol.com
Bill Bracken 602-463-7886 
billetldmc@gmail.com 

AZ Cycle Park
623-853-0750
info@arizonacyclepark.com

D & D Discount Motorcycles
Mark DeSimone: 480-731-9003
mark@discountmc.com
617 S McClintock Dr. Suite 5 
Tempe, AZ 85281

Dirty Dogg Saloon
Jack & Nikki Estes: 480-368-8095
dirtydoggsaloon@yahoo.com
10409 N Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85253 

Dobson Lakes Family Chiropractic  
Anthony Bozicevic:  480-820-1818 
anthony@azfamilychiropractors.
com  
2058 S Dobson Rd.  Suite 4
Mesa, AZ 85203

Ferguson Approach-Coldwell 
Banker Realty 
Rick Ferguson: 480-359-1004
rick@fergusonapproach.com
209 E. Catalina Lane 
Queen Creek, AZ 85140

Gypsy’s Roadhouse
602-286-9251
5122 E. McDowell Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85008

NW Moose Lodge 2543
Gene Wheelock:  520-406-5565
lodge2543@mooseunits.org 
2660 W. Ruthrauff 
Tucson, AZ 85705 

O’Kelley’s Sports Bar & Grill
480-756-6069
info@okelleysbar.com
2120 W Guadalupe Rd #16,
Mesa, AZ 85202 

Peacock Custom Grafix
Tim Peacock: 928-727-2231
tim@peacockgrafix.com
Kingman, AZ 

Reliable ReDiToo
Jonathan Thompson: 623-465-4572
jwt@reditoo.com
20650 N. 29th Pl., Ste 102 
Phoenix, AZ 85050

Tombstone Brewing Company
Tombstone, Sierra Vista, & Phoenix 
matt@tombstone.beer
520-222-6781

Tonto Silkscreen & Embroidery
Rick Korth: 928-474-4207
rick@tontosilkscreen.com
403 W. Frontier St.
Payson, AZ 85541 

XCEL Trackdays Inc
Tyler Smith: 602-740-8687 
info@xceltrackdays.com

Business Members

YOUR Business can be listed here 
TOO!

Join ABATE-AZ as a Business 
Member for $150 annually

Receive 2 individual memberships 
plus your Business Card in each 

edition of the 
MasterLink

Click Here to Sign Up at 
https://abateofaz.us/members/

5122 E. McDowell Rd, Phoenix, AZ
602-286-9251

10a-2a daily
Food & Beverage Specials, Music, Pool, More

mailto:Ky%40KysForYou.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/AiNTNICKSTAVERN
https://www.facebook.com/AL138AZ
https://www.facebook.com/AL138AZ
https://www.amsaf.org/
https://www.amsaf.org/
mailto:info%40amsaf.org?subject=from%20an%20ABATE-AZ%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/azasm1
https://www.facebook.com/azasm1
mailto:phxaz.asm%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://azcmc.org/
https://azcmc.org/
mailto:CCSPABOB%40aol.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:billetldmc%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.arizonacyclepark.com
mailto:info%40arizonacyclepark.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://dddiscountmotorcycles.com/
mailto:mark%40discountmc.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://dirtydoggsaloon.com/
mailto:dirtydoggsaloon%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://azfamilychiropractors.com/
mailto:anthony%40azfamilychiropractors.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:anthony%40azfamilychiropractors.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://fergusonapproach.com/
https://fergusonapproach.com/
mailto:rick%40fergusonapproach.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://gypsysroadhouse.com/
mailto:lodge2543%40mooseunits.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.okelleysbar.com/
mailto:info%40okelleysbar.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://peacockgrafix.com/
mailto:tim%40peacockgrafix.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://reditoo.com/
mailto:jwt%40reditoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://tombstone.beer/
mailto:matt%40tombstone.beer?subject=from%20an%20ABATE-AZ%20MasterLink%20reader
https://tontosilkscreen.com/
mailto:rick%40tontosilkscreen.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://xceltrackdays.com/
mailto:info%40xceltrackdays.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://abateofaz.us/members/
https://gypsysroadhouse.com/
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 On October 1, twenty-three 23 students at Coconino 
HS in Flagstaff went through the MAP. Thanks to driver’s 
ed teacher Jason Blaine, and to Stephen John Andros for 
helping with the outdoor demo. To all area riders who 
want to educate these students on how to be aware of rid-
ers & cut down on accidents, get involved! Teaching the 
beginning driver about how to be aware of us helps them 
to be better drivers. They tell their friends and family 
about what they learned, and maybe we just created some 
interest in one of them becoming a motorcyclist.

The MAP was presented on October 20 to 85 students 
at Mesa High School. Thank you to Mesa HS’s Mr. Art 
Hall for his support of awareness of motorcycles. Thanks 
to ABATE members Erin Keena Berry-Schade, Mark 
Healy, and Jeff Gorall for your support with the presenta-
tion and outdoor demo.

On Oct 27-28, the MAP program was presented to 
about 150 students at Mt. View HS in Mesa. Thanks to Mt. 
View teacher, Mrs. Coltrin, for her support of motorcy-
cle awareness. Thanks also to Erin Keena Berry-Schade, 
Mark Healy, Jeff Gorall, and Dan Widmar for their sup-
port of these classes. 

In Flagstaff on November 3, the MAP team will pres-
ent motorcycle awareness information to Flagstaff High 
School students. The Flagstaff area now has classes at 
both high schools. Volunteers are needed from the Flag-
staff area to participate & assist with the outdoor demo 
and/or present information and eventually lead the pre-
sentations.

There will be a MAP presentation on November 10 
at Desert Ridge HS in Mesa. If you are interested in at-
tending, either to assist or to observe & learn about the 

program, you must contact Joe Silk 
ahead of time. School security re-
quires that he submit the names of 
attendees in advance. Contact Joe at 
miterangers@msn.com or 480-628-
8598.

ABATE’s E stands for EDUCA-
TION. The target audience of the 
Motorcycle Awareness Program 
(MAP) is high school students in 
driver’s education classes. Our pur-
pose is to spread the word about safe 
motorcycling and promote a positive 
image of motorcyclists. What better 
way than to speak to the future driv-
ers of our state? The students, hope-
fully, will not only be better equipped 

Motorcycle Awareness Program {MAP}

Mesa High School 

TEACH people the right 
way  to Lane Filter

SHARE this QR code

LANE FILTERING IS LEGAL
ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES 28-903 F

The operator of a two-wheeled motorcycle may overtake and 
pass another vehicle that is stopped in the same direction of 
travel and in the same lane as the operator and may operate 
the motorcycle between lanes of traffic if the movement may be 
made safely and if the operator does both of the following: 
1. Operates the motorcycle on a street that both:
  (a) is divided into at least two adjacent traffic lanes in the same 
direction of travel.
   (b) Has a speed limit that does not exceed forty-five miles per 
hour.
2. Travels at a speed that does not exceed fifteen miles per hour. 

ABATE of ARIZONA
American Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education

ALL BIKES. ALL RIDERS. 
Join the fight today at www.abateofaz.org

Lane Filtering information cards are available from your local Chapter

mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
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continued from page 12 Motorcycle Awareness Program {MAP}
car and truck drivers but will also be more aware and watch out for us.

There is a small group of instructors who have volunteered to present 
the MAP to students throughout the state, but more instructors are needed. 
IDEALLY, each region of our state would have its own MAP team of present-
ers. 

Again, if you are interested in attending any of these classes, either to assist 
or to observe & learn about the program, you must contact Joe Silk ahead of 
time. School security requires that he submit the names of attendees in ad-
vance. You can reach Joe at miterangers@msn.com or 480-628-8598.

This is your opportunity to help get the word out to new drivers about the 

importance of safely sharing the road 
with motorcyclists.

Mountain View HS, 
Mesa 

Mountain View HS, 
Mesa 

Mountain View HS, 
Mesa 

Coconino HS, 
Flagstaff

Mesa HS 

Mesa HS 

mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
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AMSAF Scholarships Are Currently Available
AMSAF promotes 

Motorcycle Safety & 
Awareness.

 Follow these links   ►
If the month's allotted 

scholarships have run out, 
check back next month. 

ABATE of Arizona’s Lifetime Members *In Memoriam
Russ Abshire
Anonymous
Jeanette Baker
Al Banks
John Banks
Tom Bateman
Jack Batty
Lynn Baxter
Barry Gilbert Bell
Shawn Bell
Tim Belous
Tina Benoit
Nancy Bernstein
Jim Best
Steve Bickett
Bud Bidon
Lee Bidon
Norma Jean Billington *
Roger Blancas
Shawnna Bolick
Debbie Bona
Keith Braunschweig
Robert Bredernitz
Susie Bredernitz
Judy Bristow
Matt Brown
Lynne Buohl
Tom Buohl
Arnold Burdett
Fran Burdett
Deborah Butitta *
James Butsback
John Carmody
Timothy Carney
Jason Cartwright
Flo Catone
Bill Cherry
Rusty Childress

Brad Cosby
Dawn Cowan
James Crull
James Dare *
Jerry Davis *
Doc D’errico *
John DeCastro
Michael Deiana Jr.
JD Depaolantonio
Dawn Detelj
Mike Dick
Dale Dobson
Debbie Donaldson
Mary K Donnay
Adrienne Driggs
Sonny Eldredge
Mark Epling
Rich Ertzner *
Robert Felder
George Ferguson
Kay Ferguson
Still Ray Fitzgerald *
Jerry Flo
Charles Geller
Dorothy German
Dwayne Goff
Bill Goodwin
Jeff Gorall
Charlie Gorton *
Bob Granger
Tracy Gruber
Bob Gumfory
David Hallum
Arlene Hamilton
Robert Haring
Bobbi Hartmann *
Jeff Hennie
Gilbert Hernandez

Susan Elaine Hernandez
Rick Hogsten
Carol Holland
Jerry Holzwordt
Alan Hovey
William Hurst
Brent Johnson *
Dale Johnson
Bob Katsock
Stew Keene
Jeremy Kellim
Bradley Kitchins
Terry Kohl
Ron Kool 
Amanda Krause 
Jeremy Krause 
Kurt Kreckler 
Koby Krick 
Jeff Larson
Teri Larson 
Ernie Lizarraga
John Loudermilk
Richard Macias
Joe Martelli
Brenda Matney
Justin Matney
Gloria McCormack
Harold McCormack
David McGrew
David J. Mclaren
Jessica Method
Barbara Meyer
Kate Milner
Wade Milner
Stewart Moore
Michael Morris 
Steve Mulcahy 
Robin Munn

Susan Murphy
Betty Myer
Dennis Myer
Candice Nagel
Ken Nagel
Robert O’Leary
Jewells Olson *
Lane Owen
Marshall Ozbirn
Francisco Palacios
Fred Pascarelli
Jayne Pascarelli
Michele Peltier
Mark Pepera
Angelique Perea
Dan Peterson
Lyn Peterson
Claudia Phelps
Brenda Phillips
Forrest Phillips
Sean Pinder
Glenn Piper
Steve Poosz
Dick Prince
Sioux Prince
Don Randolph
Dan Ray
Julie Reemelin
Matthew Reemelin
Ray Riedel
Mike Riggin *
Carrie Robinson
Dale Robinson
Debbie Robinson *
Catherine Rouse * 
Howard Michael Rudd
Patty Schneider
Redbone Schneider

Tom Schwartz
Anthony Sclafani
James Scott
Michael Shearhart
Jim Silk
Joe Silk
Christopher Smith
Dana Smith
Judy {Silva} Smith 
Curtis Smithson
Tracy Smithson
Jerry Snyder
Dave Sorrels
Jim Steckbauer
Synthia Story-White
Charity Stuart
Gene Szymanski
Deeann Taylor
Perry Taylor *
Linda Teunissen
Stubby Teunissen *
Patrick Thomas
Mike Turngren
Nathan Vankeuren
Duane Voorheis
Bud Walling
Scott Welch
Bob Welton
Lisa Whitacre
Richard White
Callen Whitton
Daniel Widmar
Jay Williamson
Scot Williamson
Jerry Wohlrabe
Tim Young
Fred Zalud

Club / Organization Members
Arizona Trail Riders

Andy P: president@arizonatrailriders.org

Sustaining Members
David Arnold
Ron Braaskma
James Butsback 
William Donis
Mary K Donnay
Tom Fitzgerald

Trevor Godfrey
Mark B Hamilton
Gene Hamrick
Michael Infanzon 
AJ Killian 
Dan Leeper

Judith Miller
Timothy Miller
George Moses
Cliff Prentice 
Mike Priebe
Brian Rudd

Melissa Sidoti 
Richard Sidoti 
James A. Sivigny*
Johnny Sullivan 
Dan Tumey
Holli Woosley

https://www.amsaf.org/
https://www.amsaf.org/asm/
https://www.amsaf.org/helmets/
https://www.amsaf.org/scholarships/
mailto:president%40arizonatrailriders.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
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All Information contained in this release is copyrighted. 
Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation. All rights reserved. Ride With The Leaders ™ 

by joining the MRF at http://mrf.org/ 
or call (202) 546-0983 

Friday From DC - 2026 Legislative Agenda
October 10, 2025... In 

September, at the 2025 Mo-
torcycle Riders Foundation’s 
(MRF) 41st Annual Meeting of 
the Minds Conference held in 
Shreveport, LA, a legislative 
strategy session was hosted by 
the MRF’s Legislative Com-
mittee. The purpose of the ses-

sion was to establish and prioritize the MRF’s 2026 Federal 
Legislative Agenda.

Legislative issues fall into one of three priority categories: 
high, medium and monitor. This list remains fluid and may be 
adapted depending on the issue or political environment.

Below is a brief description of just the top 12 issues on 
the MRF’s 2026 agenda listed as “High Priority.” The January 
2026 issue of the American Biker Journal will have more de-
tails on each of these High Priority issues, as well as the full 
list of an additional 12 priorities that fall in the “Medium” or 
“Monitor” classification.

As a reminder, all MRF members receive a copy of the 
American Biker Journal with their membership.

If you’re not a member of the MRF, click the button be-
low to join and support our work in Washington, D.C. toward 
freedom and safety for street motorcyclists.

The 2026 Motorcycle Riders Foundation Legislative Pri-
orities List

HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES:
•	 Autonomous Vehicles: Advocate and monitor any 

legislation or regulations related to motorcycles concerning 
connected and autonomous vehicles.

•	 Crash Avoidance: Continue to promote the theme 
of crash avoidance versus safer crashing, urging the Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) to focus on crash 
prevention and support rider education by providing funding 
and other resources.

•	 Data Recording: Pursue legislative language that 
any collected or available vehicle data is the property of the 
consumer and in which the consumer has the choice of wheth-
er to opt-in to having their personal data communicated to 
interested parties.

•	 Definition of a Motorcycle: Educate policymakers 
and advocate for change to the current definition that better 
reflects the current two and three-wheel motorcycle land-
scape.

•	 Emission Regulations: Engage the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) & Congress on any activity related 
to motorcycle emission regulations.

•	 Helmet Laws/Equipment Mandates: Oppose any 
mandatory federal helmet or personal protective equipment/

apparel mandates.
•	 Internal Combustion Engines: Work to ensure the 

survival of internal combustion engines.
•	 Profiling: Sustain lobbying efforts for the passage of 

resolutions or legislation that promote awareness and the pro-
hibition of motorcyclist profiling.

•	 Renewable Fuels: Advocate for targeted changes to 
the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS).

•	 Right to Repair/Modify: Protect and advocate for 
“Right to Repair” provisions that allow consumers the ability 
to repair and modify their motorcycles.

•	 Surface Transportation Reauthorization (High-
way Bill): Advocate and pursue legislative efforts related to 
the next highway bill reauthorization (the current act is set to 
expire in 2026).

•	 Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology: Monitor 
and ensure that motorcycles and motorcyclists are a specific 
and unique category or classification.

Remember, a full list of all 24 items on the legislative 
agenda with further details will be included in your January 
issue of the American Biker Journal. Thank you for support-
ing the MRF.

It’s time to get to work!

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides lead-
ership at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights or-
ganizations as well as motorcycle clubs and individual rid-
ers. The MRF is chiefly concerned with issues at the national 
and international levels that impact the freedom and safety of 
American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to be-
ing a national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling 
and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its 
partners to help educate elected officials and policymakers in 
Washington and beyond.

https://www.mrf.org/
https://www.mrf.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AiNTNICKSTAVERN
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Reader’s Ride ~ Ron Braaksma
As of Oct. 15, 2025, I had never ridden in Arizona. 48 states and 14 

countries, but not AZ or CA.  Three Grand Canyon area attractions were our 
first goal. 

When I worked for a living, as an OTR truck driver, I unloaded at Flag-
staff regularly. I was always intrigued by Bearizona signs at Williams. That 
was the only day we used the car. 

Explored the Sunset Crater Volcano and Wupatki National Monument. I 
had always heard about the Sedona area, also. We were camped at Cam-
eron, so it was an easy ride to check it out. After that spectacular trip, we 
hit the Meteor Crater by Winslow. Last day, we had tickets for the Antelope 
Canyon Tour at Page. Overall, we covered about 
2000 miles and most of the attractions in north-
ern Arizona. 

Moved to Pahrump, NV Oct. 22. If all goes 
well, we will ride in CA before the end of the 
week. I am an ABATE member from Iowa and an 
ABATE of Arizona Sustaining Member. 

I sincerely hope that you take advantage of 
all the GREAT rides you have available.                                                                 

Ride safe and free
Ron Braaksma
MRFAE.ORG 

10409 N Scottsdale Rd
Scottsdale, AZ 85253

480-368-8095
dirtydoggsaloon@yahoo.com

If you live in Arizona 
& ride a motorcycle, 

you Need to 
Join ABATE of AZ! 

If you care about your 
Rights as a biker, 

you’ll do it! 
Support your Sport by 
Supporting your MRO!

https://mrfae.org/
https://dirtydoggsaloon.com/
https://tontosilkscreen.com
https://abateofaz.us/members/
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Attention motorcyclists, rights-advocates, and ABATE members across Arizona! We are thrilled to announce that legendary 
land-speed record-holder Valerie Thompson will be the keynote speaker at the ABATE of Arizona Annual Meeting. 
Valerie holds ten land-speed records, was inducted into the Sturgis Motorcycle Hall of Fame, and is among the fastest 

motorcycle racers on the planet at 328mph. Her story of pushing boundaries, taking risks, and winning big 
will give you fresh inspiration for your advocacy and riding life.

Join fellow ABATE-AZ members and other Freedom Fighters THIS Friday, November 7, from 5p-8pm at Doubletree by Hilton 
Phoenix North, located at 10220 N Metro Pkwy E, Phoenix, AZ 85051 for our Annual Member Meeting.

Register now: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/annual-meeting-15 
This annual gathering brings together riders, advocates, chapter leaders, and supporters from across the state. The evening 
will include legislation updates, Legislator of the Year recognition, networking, and a keynote you will talk about long after 
the meeting ends. Don’t miss it. We will review the past year’s progress, recognize member contributions, discuss statewide 

legislative efforts, and outline priorities for the year ahead.
What to Expect:

• Dinner buffet, $10 per person. Must RSVP by Monday November 3 for dinner. 
• Vendor tables and organization displays

• Legislative awards
• Special keynote speaker announcement

• Updates on motorcycle rights, safety, and ongoing advocacy work
• A chance to connect with other riders and members statewide

Whether you are a chapter officer, long-time member, or new rider wanting to get involved, your presence matters. 
Our strength is in our membership showing up, participating, and standing together for motorcyclists’ rights in Arizona.

Registration Required. Reserve your seat here:
 https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/annual-meeting-15

Dress: Casual / Riding Comfortable
We look forward to seeing you there — united for rider rights and the freedom of the road.

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/annual-meeting-15
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/annual-meeting-15
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MRF News: Friday From DC ~ 
MRF Nominates Jay Jackson 

to Motorcyclist Advisory Council
Committee of the State Motorcycle Safety Association and as the 
MRF’s Director of Motorcycle Safety, helping shape the Foun-
dation’s training and policy initiatives. His deep understanding 
of both rider issues and the policymaking process makes him an 
exceptional candidate for the Council.

Jay’s nomination has earned overwhelming support from 
across the motorcycling community. Nearly 40 state motorcy-
clist rights organizations from around the country joined to-
gether to endorse his candidacy. In addition, letters of recom-
mendation have been submitted by U.S. Senator Todd Young 
(R-IN); the Co-Chairs of the Congressional Motorcycle Cau-
cus, Reps. Tim Walberg (R-MI) and Troy Balderson (R-OH); 
New Hampshire Speaker of the House Sherm Packard (R-NH); 
and former MAC Chairman Michael Sayre.

MRF President Kirk Willard said, “Jay’s lifetime of dedi-
cation to motorcycling, his leadership in safety and education, 
and his experience working with policymakers make him the 
ideal representative for the MRF and riders nationwide.”

The MRF extends its sincere thanks to all the state mo-
torcyclist rights organizations, lawmakers, and supporters who 
backed Jay’s nomination. Together, we continue our shared mis-
sion, ensuring that the voice of motorcyclists remains strong, 
respected, and heard in Washington, D.C.

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at 

the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as 
motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned 
with issues at the national and international levels that impact the free-
dom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed 
to being a national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and 
its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its partners to help 
educate elected officials and policymakers in Washington and beyond.

All Information contained in these releases is copyrighted. 
Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders Founda-
tion. All rights reserved. Ride With The Leaders™ by joining the MRF 

at http://mrf.org/ or call (202) 546-0983

October 24, 2025 ... The Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
(MRF) is proud to announce the formal nomination of MRF 
Vice President Jay Jackson of Indiana to serve on the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation’s Motorcyclist Advisory Council 
(MAC). Jay has been nominated for the seat reserved for a rep-
resentative of a national motorcyclist foundation.

The MAC provides the U.S. Department of Transportation 
with essential feedback on infrastructure design, roadway safe-
ty, and other issues directly impacting motorcyclists. The MRF 
has long believed that riders deserve a strong and informed 
voice in these discussions, and Jay Jackson’s nomination reflects 
that commitment to representation and expertise at the federal 
level.

Jay was previously appointed to an earlier version of the 
MAC. With the reconstitution of the Council requiring new 
nominations, the MRF is once again honored to put Jay for-
ward to continue his service on behalf of America’s riders.

A motorcyclist for more than 50 years with hundreds of 
thousands of miles on the road, Jay brings unmatched firsthand 
knowledge of the challenges and opportunities facing riders. 
Professionally, he has devoted decades to improving rider safety, 
education, and advocacy. As State Director of the Motorcycle 
Safety Division for ABATE of Indiana, Jay has overseen one of 
the nation’s largest rider education programs for over 25 years, 
while also serving as a certified instructor since 1986. His lead-
ership has helped train thousands of new riders and strengthen 
the culture of safety across the country.

On the national stage, Jay has served on the Executive 

480-756-6069

Live Music, Karaoke, 
Off Track Betting

Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner
Pool, Trivia, Darts, Poker, 

& more

2120 W Guadalupe Rd #16,
Mesa, AZ 85202

https://www.mrf.org/
https://reditoo.com/
https://www.okelleysbar.com/
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Annual dues support our lobbying
and safety programs across the state

•	 Individual Membership: $30 annually
•	 Joint Membership: $45 annually
•	 Individual Sustaining Member: $50 annually
•	 Joint Sustaining Membership: $100 annually
•	 Business Membership: $150 annually
•	 Club or Organization: $150 annually
•	 Individual Lifetime Membership: $350
•	 Joint Lifetime Membership: $700

All Bikes, All Riders

On ALL Arizona roads not just highways. 
Thanks to Senator Shawnna Bolick for sponsoring this important 

legislation and championing safety on the roads! 

Ch. 183, Laws 2024 (SB1376 - Vehicle loads; restrictions)
Extends vehicle load restrictions from highways to streets and roadways, 

applied uniformly throughout Arizona and in all its political subdivi-
sions. Exempts vehicles being used for agricultural purposes on a farm.

 
If you have questions about the new law, please contact 

ABATE’s Legislative Director,  
Michael Infanzon at mike@abateofaz.org

SECURE YOUR LOAD LAW WENT INTO EFFECT September 19, 2024!!!

A burden heavy 
to one is 

borne lightly 
by many.

Northwest Tucson 
Moose Lodge 2543

2660 W Ruthrauff Rd, 
Tucson, AZ 85705

Phone: (520) 406-5565
lodge2543@mooseunits.org

ABATE’s E stands for EDUCATION. 
Learn how you may be able to help 

Save A Life 
Take the 

Accident Scene 
Management classes.

Help us
Reduce Crashes

& Distracted 
Driving

Mick Degn
Executive Director

888-951-3732
Cell 602-312-4554

www.amsaf.org/ 

https://peacockgrafix.com/
https://abateofaz.us/members/
mailto:mike%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/857235114638774
https://www.facebook.com/azasm1
https://www.amsaf.org/
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continues on page 21

 Continuing Education with Team Arizona
ABATE of Arizona Treasurer Cliff participated in 

a class hosted by TEAM Arizona on the evening of 
September 16, 2025. It was a skills-building class 
focused on low-speed control & maneuverability 
and limited-space maneuvers. 

This group of students consisted mostly of rid-
ers who were fairly new to motorcycling, yet each 
was already interested in enhancing skills they’d 
learned in their beginner’s BRC classes. What an 
excellent mindset! There were 10 in the class. 

The maximum class size is 12. This small class 
format allows the rider coaches to watch each stu-
dent closely and provide good tips. There were two 
Rider Coaches for the class, Joe and Paul. One ex-
plained techniques while the second demonstrated 
what the students would be doing.

This evening’s exercises focused on body posi-
tion at low speeds, maintaining the center of gravi-

ty, proper use of the clutch, and maintaining stabili-
ty at low speeds. A variety of motorcycle styles was 
represented this night. There were smaller sport 
bikes, mid-size cruisers, and even a large bagger. 
No matter what type, size, or weight of bike you are 
riding, these skills are essential for any motorcycle 
pilot to master. 

Riders returned to the course after a break for 
Q&A and water, practicing the same techniques and 
reinforcing the lessons of the evening. Riders also 
had the opportunity to ask the teachers questions, 
one-on-one.

Cliff shared, “I started riding when I was about 
16, without an endorsement. I didn’t actually get 
my motorcycle license until about 10 years ago. 
When I finally did get my license, it was at Team 
Arizona, So I am partial to Team Arizona.

The skills class did reveal some bad habits that, 
with practice, can be corrected. You 
won’t be an expert after one class. 
It takes practice on your own time 
to get better.

The coaches are very patient and 
helpful. It doesn’t matter your ex-
perience level, these instructors are 
great. If you think you might want 
to get a motorcycle but are not sure 
it’s for you, you should reach out to 
Team Arizona and they will put you 
on the right road. They even have 
small loaner motorcycles for you to 
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continues from page 20
use during a class. If you’re thinking about it, do 
it. Call Team Arizona and get to riding today. You 
won’t regret it.”

There is great value in continuing education for 
ALL riders, whether beginners or experienced. No 
one has ever been riding for so long that they can’t 
learn something new. I’ve heard this thought most 
frequently shared by extremely experienced rid-
ers... including some who have participated in drill 
teams. Others who speak highly of Advanced Rider 
courses note that they can still learn a new skill or, 
sometimes as importantly, unlearn a bad habit. 

Whether you are a beginning rider or have hun-
dreds of thousands of miles under your belt, keep 
your skills updated and refreshed by participating 
in a skills class from time to time. Team Arizona has 
been teaching motorcyclists in Arizona since 1989. 
In that time, they have trained more than 150,000 
riders. They have school locations in Phoenix’s East 
and West Valley; plus Prescott / Northern AZ and 
Tucson / Southern AZ. 

Learn everything you need to know about learn-
ing to ride with Team Arizona by visiting their web-
site https://motorcycletraining.com 

In addition to taking rider education classes with 
Team AZ, ABATE-AZ encourages riders to familiar-
ize themselves with AMSAF {AZ Motorcycle Safety 
& Awareness Foundation} to take advantage of the 
rider education scholarships offered there. 

ABATE of Arizona’s E stands for Education.

 Continuing Education with Team Arizona

Tombstone Brewing Taproom: 107 E Toughnut; Tombstone
Tombstone Brewing North: 3935 E Thomas Rd; Phoenix

Tombstone Brewing West End: 332 N Garden Ave; Sierra Vista

520-222-6781 ; https://tombstone.beer ; matt@tombstone.beer

https://motorcycletraining.com
https://tombstone.beer/
https://www.kysforyou.com
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Nov 15 & Dec 20: West Side Roundup Bikes & Breakfast 
8:30-11am at Go AZ Peoria, 16844 N Arrowhead 
Fountains Center Drive, Peoria. Sponsors / participants 
include XCEL Trackdays, ABATE-AZ. Upcoming dates 
are November 15 & December 20. FMI: 623-322-6700

Nov 1-2 {Sat-Sun}: 2025 Howlin’ at the Moon AMA Beta 
National Dual Sport. 2-day offroad event centered at 
Prescott Valley Elks Lodge, hosted by the Arizona Trail 
Riders. Ticketing information here. 

Nov 7 {Fri}: ABATE of Arizona Annual Member Meeting. 
Starts 5pm at DoubleTree Phoenix North, 10220 N Metro 
Parkway, Phoenix. State Officers & Board of Directors 
elections, as well as Dynamic speakers and Legislative 
awards. Dinner catered. $10/pp. Must RSVP for dinner 
by Monday Nov 3. FMI: Mike@abateofaz.org 

Nov 8 {Sat}: Chili Cook-off at Superstition HD, 2910 
W Apache Trl, Apache Junction. Booths include an 
ABATE-AZ information station. 

21

Unity in purpose includes:

 Passage of Right to Repair legislation
 Protect the right to modify
 Protect the internal combustion engine
 Maintain the availability of fuels not

harmful to motorcycle engines
 Fight End of Life Directives

Join your independent motorcycle business 
owning peers to protect our investment  
and the future of motorcycling. The  
Independent  Motorcycle Aftermarket  
works with the  Motorcycle Riders  
Foundation and has your back!

Independent Motorcycle Aftermarket

PROTECT YOUR 
BUSINESS!

It’s time for independent aftermarket  motorcycle 
businesses to unite and join the Independent 
Motorcycle Aftermarket. The IMA is a growing 
network of aftermarket shops and suppliers who 
believe in unity in purpose toward common goals.

www.mrf.org

Nov 9 {Sun}: Bikers & Bulls hosted by HAMC Cave 
Creek. 10a-6pm at Roadrunner Saloon, 47801 N Black 
Canyon Hwy, New River. Sponsors include ABATE of 
Arizona. 

Nov 15 {Sat}: Accident Scene Management Class 
{ASMC} 100 Series Basic Course; at Flagstaff Elks 
Lodge #499, 2101 N San Francisco St. 9a-5pm. Tuition 
cost reduced to $75 with discount code HWLT, thanks 
to sponsor Breyer Law Husband & Wife Law Team. 
Includes lunch. FMI: Trauma Mama 602-908-7989, 
phxaz.asm@gmail.com 

Dec 21 {Sun} AZ Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs 
{ACMC}  Christmas Toy Benefit. Details TBA. FMI: 
BilletLDMC@gmail.com 

June 11-14, 2026 Too Broke For Sturgis #35 at Grand 
Canyon Caverns near Peach Springs, AZ. Details TBA. 

Sep 24-27, 2026 MRF’s Meeting of the Minds in 
Milwaukee, WI

DISPLAY AD OPPORTUNITIES in MasterLink		
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