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Arizona’s expansive desert highways and sce-
nic mountain roads offer motorcyclists some of the 
most breathtaking riding opportunities in the nation. 
Whether you’re carving through the curves of State 
Route 89A or cruising the open lanes of Interstate 10, 
the condition and policies surrounding our roadways 
are pivotal to the safety, convenience, and enjoyment 
of every ride.

At ABATE of Arizona, we understand that road 
infrastructure impacts more than just the ease of trav-
el—it directly affects the lives of riders. Here’s a clos-
er look at the state of Arizona’s roads, the challenges 
faced by motorcyclists, and the efforts being made to 
ensure safer journeys for all. 

The Current State of Arizona’s Roads
Arizona boasts approximately 66,000 miles of 

highways and local roads that traverse diverse terrains, 
from urban centers to remote rural landscapes. How-
ever, the beauty of these routes is often overshadowed 
by pressing challenges such as deteriorating pavement, 
insufficient signage, and poorly designed roadways.

Motorcyclists are uniquely vulnerable to these is-
sues:

•	 Potholes and Uneven Pavement: What might 
be a minor annoyance for cars can result in severe in-
juries for riders.

•	 Debris and Loose Gravel: These road hazards 
can cause accidents and fatalities when encountered 
unexpectedly.

•	 Delayed Maintenance: Rural roads, while pic-
turesque, often suffer from a lack of timely repairs and 
critical safety features like guardrails and adequate 
lighting.

Urban areas, including Phoenix and Tucson, face 
additional challenges due to congestion and increased 
road wear, further amplifying risks for riders navigat-

ing these bustling environments.

The Role of Infrastructure Policy in Rider Safety
Infrastructure policy determines how roads are designed, 

constructed, and maintained. Unfortunately, motorcyclists 
often face unique challenges that are not adequately ad-
dressed by general road policies.

Key areas of concern include:
•	 Road Maintenance Funding: Insufficient budgets for 

road repairs result in hazards like cracks and potholes that 
endanger motorcyclists disproportionately.

•	 Lane Filtering and Access: Restrictions on lane fil-
tering and the lack of designated motorcycle lanes can in-
crease risks during traffic congestion.

•	 Debris Management: Loose gravel, fallen cargo, or 
other debris on the road must be cleared promptly to prevent 
accidents.

•	 Signage and Visibility: Poor or inadequate signage, 
particularly in areas with sharp curves or frequent construc-
tion, creates significant hazards for riders.

These challenges highlight the critical need for motorcy-
clists to have a voice in infrastructure policy decisions. 

ABATE of Arizona: Advocating for Safer Roads
For decades, ABATE of Arizona has been a steadfast ad-

vocate for motorcyclists’ safety and rights. Through lobbying, 
public awareness campaigns, and grassroots advocacy, we’ve 
worked tirelessly to address these challenges and make Ari-
zona’s roads safer for riders. 

Our Key Achievements
1.	 Secure the Load Legislation
ABATE championed laws requiring vehicles to properly 

secure their loads, reducing the debris-related accidents that 
pose a major threat to motorcyclists.

2.	 Motorcycle Awareness Program (MAP)
The MAP initiative educates riders and motorists alike 
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Board of Directors for 2024/2025

Chairman ................................... Rick Ferguson
740-815-5894, chairman@abateofaz.org

Coyote Pass BoD Rep ........................ Eric Spurr
East Valley BoD Rep .................... Rick Ferguson 
Mohave BoD Rep .............................. Tom Aydt
High Country BoD Rep ...................... Barry Bell
Phoenix BoD Rep .................... Scot Williamson
Southern AZ BoD Rep .......... Anissa Huntington
Yavapai BoD Rep ...................... Dennis Banners
Yuma BoD Rep .............................. Frank White

Board of Directors and 
State Officers

Board Appointed Officers 

Legislative Director ............... Michael Infanzon
Designated Lobbyist ............. EPIC Policy Group 
M.A.P. ................................................... Jim Silk
Treasurer ...................................... Cliff Prentice
Membership System Admin .…. Forrest Phillips

                   Contact the MasterLink Editor  

By-Laws Committee
Michael Infanzon

Betsy Newkirk

State Officers For 2024/2025

President .................................... Jim Butsback
Vice President ............................... Paula Beall
Secretary .................................. Mark Krumrey
Treasurer ..................................... Cliff Prentice 
Sergeant-at-Arms ..................... Gary Crawford
Membership .................................. Cynde Aydt
Run/Events …………………....................…... Open
Safety Coordinator ............ Matthew Reemelin
PAC ..................................... Anissa Huntington
Communications .................................. Joe Silk
Merchandise …........................................ Open
TBFS Chair ................................ Sandra Tavares

State Officer meetings are held the
1st Saturday of every month, 11:00 am 

via Zoom. Members are Welcome. 

Contact: 
Jim Butsback,  jimbutsback@yahoo.com

Cell phone, call or text 520-247-3051
I DO NOT USE MESSENGER
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ABATE of Arizona State Office is located at:
AZ American-Italian Club

7509 N. 12th Street, Suite #200 
Phoenix, AZ 85020

Board of Director meetings are held via Zoom 
on the 1st Saturday of Jan, Apr, Jul, & Oct 

after the State Officers meeting.   
Members are Welcome.

Supporter: 

Joins a SMRO. 

Believes that it’s important 
to be a part of it. 

Goes to a meeting 
occasionally.

Advocate: 

Goes to every meeting but 
just doesn’t want to take 
that next step and be an 
officer.  

Volunteers only after being 
asked.

Activist: 

Goes to every meeting. 

Holds office. 

Volunteers for every event. 

Recruits new members. 

Goes to MRO events on 
their own dime.

Radical:  

Goes to every meeting and 
event. 

Does everything to 
support the SMRO. 
Holds chapter and state 
offices. 

Joins other chapters. 

Volunteers for anything 
needed that promotes the 
SMRO. 

Actively recruits their 
friends, family members, 
and co-workers. 

Every level of member is important 
to the survival of our organization.

Which one are you?  
You get more back when you put more in.

Camaraderie, riding buddies, a sense of purpose, feeling of accomplishment
READY to CHANGE LEVELS?  

Your Chapter & State Officers welcome your interest & enthusiasm 
Talk to them about how YOU can help grow & strengthen ABATE of Arizona

mailto:chairman%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:MstrLnk%40yahoo.com?subject=Contact%20the%20MasterLink%20Editor
mailto:jimbutsback%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
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President’s Report

made.
The Arizona Leg-

islature opening day is 
Monday January 13, 
2025. This day is re-
served for the legisla-
tors to prepare for the 
upcoming sessions. 

We will be hosting 
the Motorcycle Day at 
the Dome again this 
year. The date for this 
event is Thursday Feb-
ruary 13, 2025 from 9 
AM – 1:30 PM. It will 
be held at the Wesley 
Bolin Memorial Plaza, 
which is across the street from the 
Capitol Building. It is a day set aside 
for motorcyclists from all around 
our state to ride to the Capitol and 
rally to let our legislators know 
about the issues that are important 
to us and to get them to support us. 
ALL ABATE members are urged 
to attend and to plan on contacting 
and meeting their Representatives 
and Senators. If you cannot attend, 
please be sure and call or email your 
Legislators that you wish them to 
meet with those in attendance. 

This is also the time to start your 
chapter’s planning for Motorcycle 
Awareness Month, which is held in 
May. Every Chapter should be host-
ing an event to promote motorcycle 

Greetings to all my fellow 
ABATE of Arizona members. I hope 
that everyone had a wonderful Hol-
iday Season and enjoyed your New 
Year celebrations. I am excited for 
the upcoming year, and I see some 
good things happening for ABATE 
of Arizona.

As I sit to write this, we have 
been experiencing some great rid-
ing weather here in southern Arizo-
na. Yesterday we set another record 
high of 82 degrees. I hope all of you 
have been enjoying good weather 
and getting out to ride. I have been 
able to attend several toy runs and it 
always makes me proud to see how 
our motorcycling community turns 
out to raise money and collect toys 
so that no child has to go without a 
gift at this time of year. I hope you 
have also been able to participate in 
at least one of these events in your 
area. 

I know several of our Chapters 
also held some get togethers over 
the holidays and I hope you took lots 
of photos and plan to submit them 
along with a short write-up to The 
MasterLink. When attending these 
events always wear your ABATE 
gear and let those hosting the event 
know that you are an ABATE mem-
ber and that you are supporting their 
event. 

By the time this goes on to pub-
lication, all our chapters should 
have completed their elections. If 
your Chapter has not yet done so, 
please make sure that your Chapter 
Secretary has sent the results and 
contact information of ALL officers 
to the State Secretary and the State 
Membership Officer. Your Chap-
ter should also review your listing 
in the MasterLink, and send in any 
corrections that may need to be 

safety and awareness. 
Please document your 
chapter’s event and 
send an article and pho-
tos to The MasterLink. 

Also coming up is 
the Annual BIKERS 
INSIDE THE BELT-
WAY! This is hosted 
by the Motorcycle Rid-
ers Foundation on May 
19 & 20, 2025 in Wash-
ington DC. This event 
is held every year, and 
motorcyclists from 
across our nation con-
verge on Washington 

DC to walk the halls of Congress 
and meet with Senators and Con-
gressmen to further the legislation 
that is important on a Federal Lev-
el. As this event gets closer more 
information will be coming out. I 
encourage all ABATE of Arizona 
members to join the MRF and sup-
port their work. 

Once again, I would like to 
thank all the members of ABATE of 
Arizona for allowing me the honor 
to serve and represent you. Happy 
New Year to all!

Ride Free, Ride Safe, Ride En-
dorsed!

Until next month!
Jim

Jim Butsback

Email:  
jimbutsback@yahoo.com

Cell Phone, call or text 
520-247-3051

I DO NOT USE MESSENGER!

4647 E. Chandler Blvd., Suite 4, 
Phoenix (Awatukee), Arizona 85048

Cell: (480) 904-7599
Email US: mycaah@azbootco.com

https://www.facebook.com/events/462771283505380
https://www.facebook.com/events/462771283505380
mailto:jimbutsback@yahoo.com
https://azbootbootique.com/
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High Country Chapter

Coordinator................................................. Open
V. Coord...................................................... Open
Secretary.......................................Thomas Stocks
Treasurer..................................................... Open
Sgt at Arms...................................... Roy Whiting 
Membership................Denise ‘Spitfire’ Trolinder
Runs/Events......................Jacque ‘Daisi’ Whiting
Safety Coordinator..............Roy ‘Fatboy’ Whiting
PAC..............................................................Open
Communications.............................Marty Bernal
Merchandise.....................................Gail Howard
Media..............................................Marty Bernal
BOD Rep .............................Barry ‘Double B’ Bell

Contact: Denise Trolinder 928 242-7775
abatehccdenise@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
AbateHighCountryChapter

HCC meets 3rd Saturdays @ 10:30a, b’fast 9am
@ Stanford Store,   928-537-7755

4 Apache County Rd 8235 (Stanford Rd), 
Vernon, AZ 

# # #

Mohave Chapter

Coordinator.......................................... Tom Aydt
V. Coord...................................................... Open
Secretary........................................... Cynde Aydt
Treasurer............................... Donna Arnold-Post
Sgt at Arms.................................Emmette Tucker 
Membership...................................... Cynde Aydt
Runs/Events................................................ Open
Safety Coordinator...................................... Open
PAC.................................................. Denny Lange
Communications.................................. Tom Aydt
Merchandise............................................... Open
Media......................................................... Open
BOD Rep .............................................. Tom Aydt

Contact: Tom Aydt, 715-651-0770
tamedic1969@yahoo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/263121160987524/

Mohave County Chapter meetings are held the 
3rd Monday of the month 6:00 PM at:  

VFW Golden Valley Post 2555
 6068 Supai Dr. ; Golden Valley, AZ 86413

# # #

East Valley Chapter

Coordinator............................................. Joe Silk
V. Coord.............................................. Jeff Gorall
Secretary......................................... Brett Doyen
Treasurer...................................... Laura Hershey 
Sgt at Arms......................................... Jeff Gorall 
Membership........................................... Joe Silk
Runs/Events......................................... Ky Sisson
Safety Coordinator............... Matthew Reemelin
PAC.............................................. Gary Crawford
Communications..................................... Joe Silk 
Merchandise............................... Gary Crawford
BOD Rep ...................................... Rick Ferguson

Contact: Joe Silk, 480-628-8598
miterangers@msn.com

The East Valley Chapter meets at 10:00 AM
on the 3rd Sunday of every

month at the American Legion Post 138
1264 W University Dr, Mesa

NE Corner of Alma School & University 
# # #

Phoenix Chapter

Coordinator................... Scot ‘One T’ Williamson
V.Coord............................ Jay ‘One Y’ Williamson
Secretary......................................... Debby Miller
Treasurer..........................................Lyn Peterson 
Sgt at Arms................................... Gavin Granmo
Membership.................................. John Marshall
Runs/Events……….…………............…. Cliff Prentice
Safety Coordinator....................... Ernie Lizarraga
PAC................................................... Mike Priebe 
Communications.......................... Kelly Marshall
Merchandise.............................. Tiffany Granmo
BOD Rep…………........….. Scot ‘One T’ Williamson 

Contact: One T (text only) 480-768-8747
Ldmaau56a@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1640745202851394

Phoenix/Shadow Mountain meetings are held 
on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm at 

VFW Post-1433 
7618 N 63rd Ave ; Glendale, AZ 85301

# # #

Coyote Pass Chapter

Coordinator..........................................Eric Spurr
V. Coord........................................Mike Degrood
Secretary.............................................. Jeri Wise
Treasurer....................................... Denise Green
Sgt at Arms...........................................Tom Love 
Membership...............................................Open
Runs/Events..................................Mike Degrood
Safety Coordinator.......................... Roger Green
PAC.............................................................Open
Communications ................................ Rick Wise
Merchandise...............................................Open
BOD Rep ............................................. Eric Spurr

Contact:  Mike 661-332-2308,
way2coolwheels@yahoo.com 

 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/4808599665893759

The Coyote Pass Chapter meets the second
Tuesday of the month at 6pm.

 Calico's Restaurant, 928-753-5005
418 W. Beale St. ; Kingman, AZ 86401

# # #
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Local ABATE Chapters

mailto:abatehccdenise%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter
https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter
mailto:tamedic1969%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/
mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:Ldmaau56a%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1640745202851394
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1640745202851394
mailto:way2coolwheels%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759
https://ohshitidied.com/
https://reditoo.com/
https://www.agingandawesome.com/
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Southern Arizona Chapter

Coordinator....................................Jeremy Krauss
V. Coord...................................Anissa Huntington
Secretary........................................Monica Byrne
Treasurer........................................Monica Byrne
Sgt at Arms.........................................Rob Rogers
Membership....................................Jim Butsback
Runs/Events.................................................Open
Safety Coordinator.................Darron Huntington
PAC................................................George Moses
Communications................................. Judi Miller
Merchandise................................................Open
Media..........................................................Open 
BOD Rep .................................Anissa Huntington

Contact: Jeremy Krauss, 520-305-0231
jeremykrauss@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/240701943485586

The Southern Arizona Chapter meets the third
Saturday of the month at 10AM at the

Northwest Tucson Moose Lodge
2660 W. Ruthrauff Rd., Tucson, AZ 85705

# # #
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Yavapai Chapter

Coordinator................................Timothy Thomas
V. Coord..............................................Dan Tumey
Secretary..............................................Dixie Gray
Treasurer......................................................Open 
Sgt at Arms............................................Lori Kludt
Membership...................................Holli Woosley
Runs/Events.................................................Open
Safety Coordinator……............Andrew ‘AJ’ Killian
PAC..............................................................Open
Communications..........................................Open
Merchandise...............................Dennis Banners
Media..........................................................Open
BOD Rep .....................................Dennis Banners

Contact: Timothy, 360-720-3465
tntblaster@netzero.net 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ycabateaz

Meet us at 6:30pm on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month VFW Bucky O’Neill Post 541
202 N Arizona Ave ; Prescott 86301

# # #

Yuma Chapter

Coordinator..................................................Open
V. Coord............................................Frank White
Secretary......................................................Open
Treasurer........................................Douglas Kreag 
Sgt at Arms..................................................Open 
Membership..................................Douglas Kreag
Runs/Events.................................................Open
Safety Coordinator.......................................Open
PAC..............................................................Open
Communications..........................................Open
Merchandise................................................Open
Media..........................................................Open
BOD Rep ...........................................Frank White

Contact Frank ‘Hound’ White, 209-327-0814
for meetings details, etc

# # #

For more information or to apply -   Click in this presentation

Local ABATE Chapters

Protecting Motorcyclists’ 
Rights is a Team Effort! 
Support your sport by 

supporting ABATE of  Arizona

mailto:jeremykrauss%40gmail.com?subject=froma%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
mailto:tntblaster%40netzero.net?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yabateaz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yabateaz
https://www.amsaf.org/helmets/
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about responsible road sharing, helping to reduce crashes 
caused by driver negligence.

3.	 Infrastructure Advocacy
From lobbying for increased road maintenance fund-

ing to advocating for rider-specific safety measures like 
high-visibility signage, ABATE has been a driving force 
for infrastructure improvements.

4.	 Motorcycle Lane Filtering
ABATE successfully pushed for lane-filtering poli-

cies, protecting riders from rear-end collisions in traffic. 
Continued education on this law is crucial to ensure all 
road users understand its benefits.

5.	 Motorcycle Safety Fund Protection
Our advocacy has safeguarded Arizona’s Motorcycle 

Safety Fund, ensuring resources remain available for rid-
er training and road safety programs.

Emerging Challenges and Opportunities
While ABATE has achieved significant victories, the 

road ahead is far from smooth. New challenges demand 
innovative solutions and continued advocacy:

•	 Urban Expansion: Rapid population growth in 
cities like Phoenix calls for forward-thinking infrastruc-
ture planning to accommodate increased traffic while en-
suring rider safety.

•	 Autonomous Vehicles: The integration of 
self-driving cars raises concerns about sensor technology 
and road-sharing safety for motorcyclists.

•	 Climate Impact: Extreme heat and sudden flood-
ing take a toll on Arizona’s roads, accelerating wear and 
creating additional hazards.

Through strategic partnerships with government 
agencies, advocacy groups, and the motorcycling com-
munity, ABATE is committed to addressing these emerg-
ing issues head-on.

Arizona Roads and Motorcycle Safety: Paving the Way for Safer Rides

How You Can Help
ABATE’s advocacy efforts are only as strong as the 

community behind them. Every motorcyclist has a role to 
play in shaping infrastructure policy and improving road 
safety in Arizona.

Here’s how you can get involved:
1.	 Join ABATE of Arizona
Your membership supports critical advocacy efforts 

and amplifies the collective voice of the riding commu-
nity.

2.	 Attend Events
Stay informed and engaged by participating in 

ABATE’s local and statewide gatherings.
3.	 Advocate for Funding
Reach out to state legislators to support increased in-

frastructure funding for motorcycle-friendly initiatives.
4.	 Spread Awareness
Volunteer to promote motorcycle safety and 

road-sharing education in your community.

Safer Roads Mean Better Rides
Arizona’s roads are as integral to the riding experi-

ence as the motorcycles we ride. By addressing critical in-
frastructure challenges and advocating for motorcyclists’ 
needs, ABATE of Arizona continues to ensure that our 
state remains a haven for riders.

Together, we can make a difference. Whether you’re 
a seasoned rider or just starting out, your voice matters. 
Join ABATE of Arizona today and be part of the move-
ment for safer roads and better rides.

For more information about ABATE and how to get 
involved, visit https://abateofaz.org.

Michael Infanzon
Legislative Director, ABATE of Arizona
Cell 602.456.BIKE

continued from page 1

Help us
Reduce Crashes

& Distracted 
Driving

Mick Degn
Executive Director

888-951-3732
Cell 602-312-4554

www.amsaf.org/ 1264 W University Drive; Mesa, AZ 85201

Meeting host for 
ABATE’s East Valley 

Chapter

C’mon out and 
support our Veterans!

Damn Straight! 

https://abateofaz.us/members/
https://abateofaz.us/members/
https://abateofaz.org
https://www.amsaf.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AL138AZ


Page 7

January 2025 Volume 35 Issue 01MasterLink

Coyote Pass Chapter

 The Coyote Pass Chapter voted not to meet in 
December, so we have no chapter report regarding regular 
business. However, several of us did participate in a toy 
run. Read more below. 

Contact:  Mike Degrood
Coyote Pass Vice Coordinator

661-332-2308, way2coolwheels@yahoo.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759

The Coyote Pass Chapter meets on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month at

 Calico’s Restaurant, 928-753-5005
418 W. Beale St. ; Kingman, AZ 86401

# # #

On December 14, 2024 the Desert Road Riders MC 
hosted their 34th annual Toy Run.  Everyone met at Sports 
Bar 44, 2770 W Old Hwy Rt 66, Kingman. The ride went to 
VFW Post 10386, 3036 E John L Avenue in Kingman. 

There was great weather & it was a great ride. I would 
venture to guess 200 bikes. And lots of kids were waiting to 
see Santa at the destination.  

Mike “Foil Hat” Degrood

Chapter Reports

Chapter Reports continue on page 8

Champion, Roadsmith, DFT

Collision Repair
mark@discountmc.com
www.discountmc.com

VFW Sandy Coor Post 1433

“The Friendliest Post in Glendale, Arizona”
7618 N 63rd Avenue • Glendale, AZ 85301

“We honor the dead 
by helping the living”

Office: 623-934-2152, 
Canteen: 623-937-5200

mailto:way2coolwheels%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4808599665893759
https://dddiscountmotorcycles.com
https://vfwpost1433.org


Phoenix Chapter

The Phoenix meeting in December was 
just a small one with some friends. The 

White Elephant exchange was good. 
We had some fun. See you in January.

Contact: One T (text only) 
at 480-768-8747, 

Ldmaau56a@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1640745202851394

Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of 
each month at 12:30pm at VFW 1433, 
7618 N 63rd Ave.; Glendale, AZ 85301

# # #
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Chapter Reportscontinued from page 7

Mohave Chapter

Our last chapter meeting was No-
vember 18th. The main event at this 
meeting was the election of chapter 
officers for 2025.  At our meeting in 
October a motion was brought up and 
passed to forego a chapter meeting in 
December due to the holidays, so we 
will not be having a meeting in Decem-
ber.

On Saturday December 14th. we 
will have a ride or drive event to Selig-
man to help with the Outsiders MC San-
ta’s Coming to Town.  This is an event 
that Shirley Bizub started helping with 
and so the tradition continues.

That is all I have for now.  Wishing 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year.

Tom Aydt, 
Mohave Chapter Coordinator

Contact: Tom @ 15-651-0770, 
tamedic1969@yahoo.com

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/263121160987524/

Mohave County Chapter meetings are 
held at 6pm on the 3rd Monday of the 

month at:  
VFW Golden Valley Post 2555 ~ 
6068 Supai Dr. ; Golden Valley, 

AZ 86413
# # #

Southern AZ Chapter
Contact: Jeremy Krauss 520-305-0231 

or jeremykrauss@gmail.com 
The Southern Arizona Chapter meets 

the third Saturday of the month at 
10am  at the 

Northwest Tucson Moose Lodge, 
2660 W. Ruthrauff Rd

 Tucson, AZ 85705
https://www.facebook.com/

groups/240701943485586

# # #

Yuma Chapter 
is reorganizing. 

Want to help share the 
message of Motorcyclists Rights, 

Safety, & Awareness in the Yuma area?

Contact Frank ‘Hound’ White  
209-327-0814

# # #

Yavapai Chapter
Contact: Timothy 

360-720-3465 
or tntblaster@netzero.net

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ycabateaz

Meet us at 6:30pm on the 4th Tuesday 
of each month at

VFW Bucky O’Neill Post 541, 
202 N Arizona Ave ; 

Prescott 86301
# # #

East Valley Chapter

We have now held our third chapter 
meeting at Post 138’s new location.  
Stop by and check out their great new 
location, at 1264 W University Drive in 
Mesa. Post 138 has done a great job of 
taking a desolate run-down restaurant 
and converting it to a Post that all can 
appreciate! 

A group of East Valley members 
recently gathered to present Post 138’s 
Commander John Boyle the Post’s 
3rd Year ABATE Business Member 
Certificate. 

East Valley held their 3rd annual 
“Wear Your Ugly Christmas Attire” Taco 
Tuesday night.  Matthew and Julie 
Reemelin did a great job putting on the 
event. Read more about it elsewhere in 
this edition. 

East Valley Chapter will have a 
membership booth at ALR Post 2’s 
annual ‘Skin & Steel’ event on January 
4th. Post 2 is located at 2125 S Industrial 
Park Ave, Tempe, AZ 85282. Please 
come out to help with the booth. Setup 
starts at 7a.m. The event runs from 
10a-3pm. We need to reach out to all 
motorcycle riders and inform them 
about their right to ride and answer 
their questions about lane filtering! 

East Valley Chapter’s Hard Ass Run 
is scheduled for March 1st.  This year, 
due to liability issues, this will just be a 
“fun” no entry fee, non-organized ride.  
Riders will informally check in and be 
given information on two suggested 
routes (one for the street and one for the 
adventure/off road riders) No promise 
of a game prize will be awarded.  In 
order to raise funds for ABATE, we will 
probably just do a 50/50 and raffle at the 
end stop. 

 Contact: Joe Silk 
EV Chapter Coordinator 

480-628-8598, miterangers@msn.com

The East Valley Chapter meets at 10AM 
on the 3rd Sunday of every month at 

American Legion Post 138
1264 W University Dr, Mesa

NE Corner of University & Alma School
# # #

High Country Chapter
 Contact: Denise Trolinder, 

928 242-7775  
abatehccdenise@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
AbateHighCountryChapter

HCC meets 3rd Saturdays @ 10:30a, 
b’fast 9am @ Stanford Store,   

(928) 537-7755
4 Apache County Rd 8235 ; (Stanford 

Rd), Vernon, AZ 
# # #

mailto:Ldmaau56a%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1640745202851394
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1640745202851394
mailto:tamedic1969@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/263121160987524/
mailto:jeremykrauss%40gmail.com?subject=froma%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240701943485586
mailto:tntblaster%40netzero.net?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ycabateaz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ycabateaz
mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/AL138AZ
mailto:abatehccdenise%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter
https://www.facebook.com/AbateHighCountryChapter
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December 20, 2024...
In September, at the 2024 

Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s 
(MRF) 40th Annual Meeting of the 

MRF News: Friday From DC
Coming In 2025 

Minds Conference, held in St. Louis, Missouri, a legislative 
strategy session was hosted by the MRF’s Legislative Com-
mittee. The purpose of the session was to establish and priori-
tize the MRF’s 2025 Federal Legislative Agenda.

Legislative issues fall into one of three priority categories: 
high, medium and monitor. This list remains fluid and can be 
adapted depending on the issue and political environment.

Below is a brief description of just the top 11 issues on 
the MRF’s 2025 agenda listed as “High Priority.” The Janu-
ary 2025 issue of the American Bikers Journal will have more 
detail on each of these high-priority issues as well as the full 
list of an additional 13 priorities that fall in the “Medium” or 
“Monitor” classification.

As a reminder, all MRF members receive a subscription to 
the American Bikers Journal with their membership.

If you’re not a member of the MRF, click the “Join the 
MRF” button at the end of this email, to support promoting 
freedom and safety for street motorcyclists in Washington D.C.

The 2025 Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
Legislative Priorities List:

HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES:
Autonomous Vehicles: Advocate and monitor any legisla-

tion or regulations related to motorcycles concerning connect-
ed and autonomous vehicles.

Crash Avoidance: Continue to promote the theme of crash 
avoidance versus safer crashing, urging the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) to focus on crash prevention 
and support rider education by providing funding and other 
resources.

Data Recording: Pursue legislative language that any col-
lected or available vehicle data is the property of the consumer 
and the consumer has the choice of whether to opt-in to having 
their data communicated to interested parties.

Definition of a Motorcycle: Educate policymakers and 
advocate for change to the current definition that better reflects 
the current two and three-wheel motorcycle landscape.

Emission Regulations: Engage the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) & Congress on any activity related to 
motorcycle emission regulations.

Helmet Laws: Oppose any mandatory federal helmet, ap-
parel or conspicuity requirements.

Internal Combustion Engines:Work to ensure the sur-
vival of internal combustion engines.

Profiling: Sustain lobbying efforts for the passage of res-
olutions or legislation that promote awareness and prohibition 
of motorcyclist profiling.

Renewable Fuels: Advocate for targeted changes to the 
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS).

Right to Repair/Modify: Protect and advocate for “Right 
to Repair” provisions that allow consumers to repair and mod-
ify their motorcycles.

Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology: Monitor and 
ensure that motorcycles and motorcyclists are a specific and 
unique category or classification. 

Remember, a full list of all 24 items on the legislative 
agenda, with further detail, will be part of your January issue 
of the American Bikers Journal. Thank you for supporting the 
MRF!

It’s time to get to work!
[ Click here to Join the MRF ]

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership 

at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as 
well as motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly 
concerned with issues at the national and international levels that 
impact the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The 
MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the advance-

ment of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in 
conjunction with its partners to help educate elected officials and 

policymakers in Washington and beyond.
All Information contained in this release is copyrighted. 

Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation. All rights reserved. Ride With The Leaders™ by 
joining the MRF at http://mrf.org/ or call (202) 546-0983

Chiropractic Care, Massage Therapy, Physiotherapy, 
Pre/Postnatal Chiropractic,  Spinal Decompression, 

Worker’s Compensation, and much more. 

Anthony Bozicevic
480-820-1818

Anthony@azfamilychiropractors.com
2058 S Dobson Rd, Ste 4 ; 

Mesa, AZ 85203

https://www.mrf.org/
https://www.mrf.org/join-the-mrf
http://mrf.org/
https://azfamilychiropractors.com/
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Aging and Awesome
Ky Sisson: 623-306-3057
Ky@AandAMediaGroup.com

American Legion Post 138
James Witkowski Memorial
John Boyle:  951-333-2994 
jboyle@sunshine-sales.com 
1264 W University Dr, Mesa

AMSAF - AZ Motorcycle Safety & 
Awareness Fndn
info@amsaf.org
1-888-951-3732

AZ Accident Scene Management LLC
Teresa ‘Trauma Mama’ Martinez, RN 
602-908-7989 
phxaz.asm@gmail.com 

AZ Boot Bootique
Mycaah Cannon:  480-904-7599
info@azbootco.com 
4647 E. Chandler Blvd., Ste 4, 
Phoenix (Awatukee), Arizona 85048 

AZ Confederation of Motorcycle 
Clubs  
Spa Bob: 602-751-8181 
CCSPABOB@aol.com

Chad Lawton, USI Insurance
602-395-0222
2375 E Camelback Rd Ste 740, 
Phoenix, AZ 85016

D & D Discount Motorcycles
Mark DeSimone: 480-731-9003
mark@discountmc.com
617 S McClintock Dr. Suite 5 
Tempe, AZ 85281

Dirty Dogg Saloon
Jack & Nikki Estes: 480-368-8095
dirtydoggsaloon@yahoo.com
10409 N Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85253

Dobson Lakes Family Chiropractic  
Anthony Bozicevic:  480-820-1818 
anthony@azfamilychiropractors.
com  
2058 S Dobson Rd.  Suite 4
Mesa, AZ 85203 

Ferguson Approach-Coldwell Banker 
Realty 
Rick Ferguson: 480-359-1004
rick@fergusonapproach.com
209 E. Catalina Lane 
Queen Creek, AZ 85140

Gypsy’s Roadhouse
602-286-9251
5122 E. McDowell Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85008

Legacy Builders
Brian Smith: 904-705-7890
Life and Health Insurance
brismithjr91@gmail.com
4411 E.Tanglewood Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85048

NW Moose Lodge 2543
Gene Wheelock:  520-406-5565
lodge2543@mooseunits.org 
2660 W. Ruthrauff 
Tucson, AZ 85705 

O’Kelley’s Sports Bar & Grill
480-756-6069
info@okelleysbar.com
2120 W Guadalupe Rd #16,
Mesa, AZ 85202 

Peacock Custom Grafix
Tim Peacock: 928-727-2231
tim@peacockgrafix.com
Kingman, AZ

Reliable ReDiToo
Jonathan Thompson: 623-465-4572
jwt@reditoo.com
20650 N. 29th Pl., Ste 102 
Phoenix, AZ 85050

Starfish Ranch Weddings & Events
520-483-7099 
events@starfishranch.com 
23108 E Eastwind Ln, 
Florence, AZ 85132

Tombstone Brewing Company
Tombstone, Sierra Vista, & Phoenix 
matt@tombstone.beer
520-222-6781

Tonto Silk Screen & Embroidery
Rick Korth: 928-474-4207
rick@tontosilkscreen.com
403 W. Frontier St.
Payson, AZ 85541

VFW Post 1433
Office: 623-934-2152, 
Canteen: 623-937-5200
7618 N 63rd Ave
Glendale, AZ 85301

V-Twin Collective
Gina & Randy Walters: 520-771-8632
team@vtwincollective.com
1421 S. Kolb Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85710 

Business Members

YOUR Business can be here TOO!
Join ABATE-AZ as a Business Member for $150 annually

Receive 2 individual memberships plus your Business Card in each 
edition of the MasterLink

Click Here to Sign Up at https://abateofaz.us/members/

https://www.agingandawesome.com/
mailto:Ky%40AandAMediaGroup.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/AL138AZ
https://www.facebook.com/AL138AZ
mailto:jboyle%40sunshine-sales.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.amsaf.org/
https://www.amsaf.org/
mailto:info%40amsaf.org?subject=from%20an%20ABATE-AZ%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.facebook.com/azasm1
mailto:phxaz.asm%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://azbootbootique.com/
mailto:info%40azbootco.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://azcmc.org/
https://azcmc.org/
mailto:CCSPABOB%40aol.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://dddiscountmotorcycles.com/
mailto:mark%40discountmc.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://dirtydoggsaloon.com/
mailto:dirtydoggsaloon%40yahoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://azfamilychiropractors.com/
mailto:anthony%40azfamilychiropractors.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:anthony%40azfamilychiropractors.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://fergusonapproach.com/
https://fergusonapproach.com/
mailto:rick%40fergusonapproach.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://gypsysroadhouse.com/
mailto:brismithjr91%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:lodge2543%40mooseunits.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.okelleysbar.com/
mailto:info%40okelleysbar.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://peacockgrafix.com/
mailto:tim%40peacockgrafix.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://reditoo.com/
mailto:jwt%40reditoo.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://starfishranch.com
mailto:events%40starfishranch.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://tombstone.beer/
mailto:matt%40tombstone.beer?subject=from%20an%20ABATE-AZ%20MasterLink%20reader
https://tontosilkscreen.com/
mailto:rick%40tontosilkscreen.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://vfwpost1433.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VTWINCOLLECTIVETUCSON
mailto:team%40vtwincollective.com?subject=froma%20MasterLink%20reader
https://abateofaz.us/members/
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As the new year has 
started let’s remember to 
keep our heads about us as 
we travel the highways and 
byways of this our great 
state of Arizona and be-
yond. Whether you ride on 
dirt or pavement, be aware 
of your surroundings; your 
eyes and brain working 
together help to keep you 
safe. As the year progress-
es, let us be mindful of our 
mission and freedoms. We 
need to stay ever vigilant 
in the protection of our freedoms as we 
ride and support those who ride. We need 
to take a new look at how we present our 
mission to the community and beyond. 

We need to empower and embrace the 
next generation of riders. 

Think about what you can do to in-
spire them; to direct and drive their pas-
sion. Encourage them to come along side 

us as we maintain and pro-
tect our freedoms; not just 
for now but also for the fu-
ture – THEIR riding future. 
There are some amazing 
people in this organization. 
We need them to share and 
inspire other riders. We 
must embrace our strengths. 
By agreeing that we have 
weaknesses, we can work 
together to become stron-
ger. We can work together 
to have a safe and awe-
some year while growing 

our ranks with passionate Freedom Fight-
ers who care about motorcycle rights and 
safety. Let’s be safe out there and keep on 
keeping on.

Contact:  Matthew Reemelin at 
chap911rn@gmail.com
State Safety Officer, Project 35 Lead, 
ABATE of Arizona 

Safety Report

Annual dues support our lobbying
and safety programs across the state
•	 Individual Membership: $30 annually
•	 Joint Membership: $45 annually
•	 Individual Sustaining Member: $50 annually
•	 Joint Sustaining Membership: $100 annually
•	 Business Membership: $150 annually
•	 Club or Organization: $150 annually
•	 Individual Lifetime Membership: $350
•	 Joint Lifetime Membership: $700

All Bikes, All Riders

Teresa Martinez, RN 
‘Trauma Mama’
602-908-7989 

phxaz.asm@gmail.com 

First Responder Education 
for Motorcyclists.

Offering classes statewide

5122 E. McDowell Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85008

602-286-9251

10a-2a daily

TEACH people the right 
way  to Lane Filter

SHARE this QR code

mailto:chap911rn%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://abateofaz.us/members/
mailto:phxaz.asm%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://gypsysroadhouse.com/
https://tontosilkscreen.com
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Motorcycles don’t always trigger traffic signals due to 
insufficient weight or magnetic presence. But don’t wor-
ry, we’ve got some tips and a solution for you:

Try This First:
1️. Align your tires over the edges of the sensor loops 
(look for visible cuts in the pavement).
2. Flash your high beams—some signals use optical sen-
sors that might respond! 

Still No Luck?
If a signal won’t recognize your motorcycle, let me 
know! Send an email to lobbyist@abateofaz.org with:
The signal’s location
Your direction of travel
What lane you were in
I’ll contact the local streets department and get it fixed 
ASAP. 

Pro Tip: Always watch out for red-light runners and stay 
alert at intersections. Safety first!
Let’s make the roads safer and more motorcycle-friend-
ly, one signal at a time. 

An additional tip suggested is to flip your kickstand 
down. Sometimes it’s just enough additional metal within 
the magnetic field of the sensor to work. Just don’t forget 
to flip it back up when you depart! 

The Arizona Legislature’s Request to Speak 
(RTS) system is the preferred way to contact commit-
tee members about legislation scheduled for hearings. 

Follow this link to read & learn more about the RTS 
System...  
https://www.azleg.gov/alispdfs/Using_the_Request_to_
Speak_Program.pdf

RTS accounts must be created using an “official” RTS 
terminal at the Capitol. Once your account is created you 
may access it using the Internet.
If you can’t make it to the Capitol, email our lobby team 
(lobbyist@abateofaz.org) with your first name, last name 
and preferred email address and we can assist in setting 
it up for you. 

Michael Infanzon
Legislative Director, ABATE of Arizona

Cell 602.456.BIKE

Traffic Signal Giving You the Silent Treatment? 
Let’s Fix It!

10409 N Scottsdale Rd
Scottsdale, AZ 85253

480-368-8095
dirtydoggsaloon@yahoo.com

520-771-8632

team@vtwincollective.com

1421 S. Kolb Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85710

USI Insurance Services  
www.usi.com   

2375 E Camelback Rd Suite 740, 
Phoenix, AZ 85016

602-395-0222

Chad Lawton 
Insurance Associate

mailto:lobbyist%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.azleg.gov/alispdfs/Using_the_Request_to_Speak_Program.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/alispdfs/Using_the_Request_to_Speak_Program.pdf
mailto:lobbyist%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://dirtydoggsaloon.com/
https://fergusonapproach.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VTWINCOLLECTIVETUCSON
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Let’s talk about our Safety When Riding for a moment...

Club / Organization Members
Old Koots on Scoots

Rob Thomas: 480-220-4551
rob_thomas@yahoo.com

ABATE of Arizona’s Lifetime Members *In Memoriam
Russ Abshire
Anonymous
Jeanette Baker
Al Banks
John Banks
Tom Bateman
Jack Batty
Lynn Baxter
Barry Gilbert Bell
Shawn Bell
Tim Belous
Tina Benoit
Nancy Bernstein
Jim Best
Steve Bickett
Bud Bidon
Lee Bidon
Norma Jean Billington *
Roger Blancas
Shawnna Bolick
Debbie Bona
Keith Braunschweig
Robert Bredernitz
Susie Bredernitz
Judy Bristow
Matt Brown
Lynne Buohl
Tom Buohl
Arnold Burdett
Fran Burdett
Deborah Butitta *
James Butsback
John Carmody
Timothy Carney
Jason Cartwright
Flo Catone
Bill Cherry
Rusty Childress

Brad Cosby
Dawn Cowan
James Crull
James Dare *
Jerry Davis *
Doc D’errico *
John DeCastro
Michael Deiana Jr.
JD Depaolantonio
Dawn Detelj
Mike Dick
Dale Dobson
Debbie Donaldson
Mary K Donnay
Adrienne Driggs
Sonny Eldredge
Mark Epling
Rich Ertzner *
Robert Felder
George Ferguson
Kay Ferguson
Still Ray Fitzgerald *
Jerry Flo
Charles Geller
Dorothy German
Dwayne Goff
Bill Goodwin
Jeff Gorall
Charlie Gorton *
Bob Granger
Tracy Gruber
Bob Gumfory
David Hallum
Arlene Hamilton
Robert Haring
Bobbi Hartmann *
Jeff Hennie
Gilbert Hernandez

Susan Elaine Hernandez
Rick Hogsten
Carol Holland
Jerry Holzwordt
Alan Hovey
William Hurst
Brent Johnson *
Dale Johnson
Bob Katsock
Stew Keene
Jeremy Kellim
Bradley Kitchins
Terry Kohl
Ron Kool 
Amanda Krause 
Jeremy Krause 
Kurt Kreckler 
Koby Krick 
Jeff Larson
Teri Larson 
Ernie Lizarraga
John Loudermilk
Richard Macias
Joe Martelli
Brenda Matney
Justin Matney
Gloria McCormack
Harold McCormack
David McGrew
David J. Mclaren
Jessica Method
Barbara Meyer*
Kate Milner
Wade Milner
Stewart Moore
Michael Morris
Robin Munn
Susan Murphy

Betty Myer
Dennis Myer
Candice Nagel
Ken Nagel
Robert O’Leary
Jewells Olson *
Lane Owen
Marshall Ozbirn
Francisco Palacios
Fred Pascarelli
Jayne Pascarelli
Michele Peltier
Mark Pepera
Angelique Perea
Dan Peterson
Lyn Peterson
Claudia Phelps
Brenda Phillips
Forrest Phillips
Sean Pinder
Glenn Piper
Steve Poosz
Dick Prince
Sioux Prince
Don Randolph
Dan Ray
Julie Reemelin
Matthew Reemelin
Ray Riedel
Mike Riggin *
Carrie Robinson
Dale Robinson
Debbie Robinson *
Catherine Rouse * 
Howard Michael Rudd
Patty Schneider
Redbone Schneider
Tom Schwartz

Anthony Sclafani
James Scott
Michael Shearhart
Jim Silk
Joe Silk
Judy Silva
Christopher Smith
Dana Smith
Curtis Smithson
Tracy Smithson
Jerry Snyder
Dave Sorrels
Jim Steckbauer
Synthia Story-White
Charity Stuart
Gene Szymanski
Deeann Taylor
Perry Taylor *
Linda Teunissen
Stubby Teunissen *
Patrick Thomas
Indy Turner *
Mike Turngren
Nathan Vankeuren
Duane Voorheis
Bud Walling
Scott Welch
Bob Welton
Lisa Whitacre
Richard White
Callen Whitton
Daniel Widmar
Jay Williamson
Scot Williamson
Jerry Wohlrabe
Tim Young
Fred Zalud

Sustaining Members
David Arnold
Ron Braaskma
James Butsback 
William Donis
Mary K Donnay
Tom Fitzgerald

Trevor Godfrey
Mark B Hamilton
Gene Hamrick
Michael Infanzon
Dan Leeper
Judith Miller

Timothy Miller
George Moses
Cliff Prentice 
Mike Priebe
Brian Rudd
Melissa Sidoti 

Richard Sidoti 
James A. Sivigny
Johnny Sullivan 
Dan Tumey
Holli Woosley

AMSAF Scholarships Are Currently Available
AMSAF promotes 

Motorcycle Safety & 
Awareness.

 Follow these links   ►
If the month's allotted 

scholarships have run out, 
check back next month. 

mailto:OKOS.Secretary@gmail.com
https://www.amsaf.org/
https://www.amsaf.org/asm/
https://www.amsaf.org/helmets/
https://www.amsaf.org/scholarships/
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Motorcycle Awareness Program {MAP}

 The 2024 Motorcycle Awareness Program 
finished up in November. We presented the 
program to approximately 900 students this 
year.  Thanks to East Valley Chapter members 
for their assistance and participation!     

ABATE of Arizona is working on its Mo-
torcycle Awareness Program’s strategic plan 
for 2025.  Your input and participation are re-
quested to support presenting ABATE’s pro-
gram to the high schools in the following ar-
eas: Marana HS, Tucson HS, Flagstaff, Show 
Low area, Florence area, East Valley, Deer 
Valley, West Valley, Prescott area, Kingman 
area, and Casa Grande area. The goal is to 
have 80 or more students per school take the 
class within the calendar year. 

The MAP needs support of motorcycle 
riders to assist with presenting the program. 
This help can be either by becoming a certi-
fied instructor or by helping with the outdoor 
demonstrations.  The program also needs riders 
to help obtain contact with area high schools 
to arrange presentation opportunities.  Your 
support to help arrange these presentation op-
portunities would be of great assistance.  

There are too many accidents caused by 
motorists who failed to yield the right of way. 
More than ever, ABATE’s program needs the 
support of all state members to help present it 
to their area schools or organizations.  Imag-
ine the possibilities if we can educate all car 
drivers to be aware of motorcycles!

For more information about the MAP, or 
becoming an instructor,  

contact either Joe Silk at 480-628-8598, 
miterangers@msn.com 

or MAP Coordinator Jim Silk at 
602-312-1927, Jpsilk2264@gmail.com 

title

Call for MAP Instructors ~ Motorcycle Awareness Program
from the ABATE-AZ webpage, http://www.abateofaz.org/map-reports

For those who might be interested in becoming a MAP instructor, please 
read on.

The Motorcycle Awareness Program (M.A.P.) is an educational program 
aimed at the target audience of high school students in drivers education class-
es. There has been a small group of instructors who have volunteered to pres-
ent the M.A.P. to students throughout the state, but we need more instructors.

Remember that ABATE’s E stands for EDUCATION. Our purpose is to 
spread the word about safe motorcycling and promote a positive image of mo-
torcyclists. What better way than to speak to the future drivers of our state? 
The students, hopefully, will not only be better equipped car and truck drivers 
but will also be more aware and watch out for us.

To become an instructor you must: 
1. Be available during the day: The presentations in driver’s education classes 
last about an hour during the school day. There may as many as 5 classes in 
one day. 

2. Be willing to stand up in front of a group of about 30 high school students 
and speak. That sounds easier than it can be. You need to be able to gently 
maintain control of the group. 

3. Know the material being presented. There is an outline for all presenters to 
follow so there is uniformity in the material presented. 

4. Commit to teaching at least two classes per school year. We hope to have at 
least one volunteer instructor in each ABATE chapter. That person will attend 
an instructor class (about 4 hours), attend a M.A.P. with an experienced in-
structor, and teach a class with an experienced instructor in attendance. When 
the new instructor is comfortable and the experienced instructor assesses him/
her to be ready, the new instructor may begin teaching alone. The mentor 
program assures that everyone is teaching the same material and everyone 
has support. 

5. Provide record of teaching to M.A.P. Coordinator on a consistent basis.

This is your opportunity to get the word out to new drivers about the im-
portance of sharing the road with motorcyclists. This is your opportunity to 

support the mission and vision of ABATE in your community.

Spa Bob: 602-751-8181 CCSPABOB@aol.com
or

Flash:  602-754-9137    sbrriderflash@gmail.com
https://azcmc.org/

mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:Jpsilk2264%40gmail.com?subject=froma%20MasterLink%20reader
http://www.abateofaz.org/map-reports
https://azcmc.org/
mailto:CCSPABOB%40aol.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
mailto:sbrriderflash%40gmail.com?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://azcmc.org/
https://peacockgrafix.com/
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East Valley ABATE’s Christmas Taco Tuesday

ABATE-AZ’s East Valley Chapter held 
its 3rd annual Christmas Taco Tuesday 
Ugly Sweater Party on December 17, 2024. 
The get-together took place at the Taque-
ria Factory location at 1011 S Gilbert Road 
in Mesa. There were about nine people in 
attendance. Most were in Christmas garb; 
choosing fun & festive over ‘ugly’. 

Matthew & Julie Reemelin organized 
the evening. It was the first visit to this 
restaurant for some in the group… But 
likely not the last.  Everyone spoke well 
of the food, the comfortable setting, and 
the parking availability. 

We decided to skip the ‘ugly’ desig-
nation & replace it with the ‘Most Festive 
Christmas Attire’ Award. This year’s win-
ner was Cliff.  

It was a good time and a nice oppor-
tunity to visit; enjoying an evening away 
from hectic holiday preparations for a little 
while to share a meal with friends & fellow 
freedom fighters. 

Here’s hoping you all had a very nice 
Christmas! Happy New Year!!

Betsy

A burden heavy 
to one is 

borne lightly 
by many.

Northwest Tucson 
Moose Lodge 2543

2660 W Ruthrauff Rd, 
Tucson, AZ 85705

Phone: (520) 406-5565
lodge2543@mooseunits.org

Tombstone Brewing Taproom: 107 E Toughnut; Tombstone
Tombstone Brewing North: 3935 E Thomas Rd; Phoenix

Tombstone Brewing West End: 332 N Garden Ave; Sierra Vista

520-222-6781 ; https://tombstone.beer ; matt@tombstone.beer

mailto:lodge2543%40mooseunits.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://tombstone.beer/
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 Hello my brothers and sisters. I hope everyone had 
an amazing holiday! And so begins another year. What 
lies ahead is exciting and important for each one of  us.  
So that’s where I am going to begin. Some things in 
the past year have divided us.  An example is having an 
event that does not include everyone. Whether based on 
financial difficulties, distance to the venue, or the ability 
to get there, those are needs to be addressed.  We are a 
grassroots movement based on being a political rights 
group for motorcycles. And so, I believe we need to stick 
together. 

How do we do that? By supporting each other. My 
main calling might not be motorcycle safety, but I recog-
nize that it is extremely important.  My brother was hit 
while riding in a pack and was paralyzed for 9 months. 
His wife is lucky to be alive. So it is personal for me 
too.  The safety classes that are offered need to be en-
couraged. The people teaching motorcycle safety need 
to be commended.  The people who drive to the different 
areas of  the state to teach accident scene safety need to 
be encouraged.   We also need to talk about inattentive 
drivers and help to work on those issues through the 
legal system. 

My calling on behalf  of  the motorcycling communi-
ty is profiling. And when it comes to profiling, I’m like a 
dog with a bone. I know I get very passionate about what 

Vice-President’s Report
is happening to our club 
and/or veteran brothers 
and sisters. I can’t count 
the number of  times that 
I have been in an ABATE 
booth or at an open house 
and have witnessed profil-
ing.  We have gotten the 
attention that has been 
needed to prove that pro-
filing DOES happen in the 
state of  Arizona.  There 
are numerous examples 
that I could go into, but 
the MasterLink is not big 
enough. hahahahaha

I guess what I am trying to say is that each of  us is 
very important to ABATE.  We each have our strengths. 
Those strengths can help to make ABATE stronger. 
And we need to support each other. So give each other 
a hug and get out there to an ABATE event ~ like the 
upcoming Day at the Dome in February. 

They heard us in November! We need to be sure the 
legislators continue to hear us! 

Stay safe my brothers & sisters.  See you soon…  de-
pending on which way the wind blows from Winslow. 

Starfish Ranch Weddings & Events
23108 E Eastwind Ln, Florence, AZ 85132

https://starfishranch.com
520-483-7099 events@starfishranch.com

480-756-6069

Live Music, Karaoke, 
Off Track Betting

Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner
Pool, Trivia, Darts, Poker, & 

more

2120 W Guadalupe Rd #16,
Mesa, AZ 85202

https://starfishranch.com
https://www.okelleysbar.com/
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On ALL Arizona roads not just highways. Thanks to 
Senator Shawnna Bolick for sponsoring this important 

legislation and championing safety on the roads! 

Ch. 183, Laws 2024 (SB1376 - Vehicle loads; restrictions)
Extends vehicle load restrictions from highways to streets 
and roadways, applied uniformly throughout Arizona and 

in all its political subdivisions. Exempts vehicles being 
used for agricultural purposes on a farm.

 
If you have questions about the new law, please contact 

ABATE’s Legislative Director,  
Mike Infanzon at mike@abateofaz.org

SECURE YOUR LOAD LAW WENT INTO EFFECT September 19, 2024!!!

December 19, 2024 - Washington DC … Wednesday 
morning, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) grant-
ed California a requested waiver to implement new emissions 
standards on some vehicles. With this decision, California 
has the authority to activate its plan and phase out the sale of 
gas-powered cars and light-duty trucks in the state by 2035. 

This waiver had been awaiting approval since May 2023 
but was signed off on just a month before President Biden 
leaves office. A Trump spokesperson said earlier this week that 
the president-elect has “a mandate to implement the promises 
he made on the campaign trail, including stopping attacks on 
gas-powered cars.”

The incoming Trump Administration will have the power 
to revoke this new waiver. However, the process of doing so 
can be lengthy and ultimately could be overturned in future 
years by a different presidential administration.

Thankfully for motorcyclists, the California Air Resourc-
es Board (CARB) withdrew a similar plan that would require 
half of new motorcycles sold in the state to be electric in the 
next ten years. That motorcycle proposal would also have re-
quired a waiver. However, because of the timing of the Cali-
fornia motorcycle plan, any waiver would have been consid-

MRF News: 
California Receives 2023 Waiver

ered by a Trump-lead EPA.
A former CARB board member said of the decision to 

withdraw the motorcycle rules, “With the EPA waiver virtual-
ly guaranteed to be denied, pushing forward would have risked 
wasting political capital and alienating key stakeholders.”

The changing political landscape in Washington, D.C., is 
impacting a variety of issues that we as bikers care about. The 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation remains engaged and fighting 
for the policies that affect you as a motorcyclist.

Ride Safe and Ride Free.

[ Join the MRF ] 

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
	 The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leader-
ship at the federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations 
as well as motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly 
concerned with issues at the national and international levels that 
impact the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The 
MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the advancement 
of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction 
with its partners to help educate elected officials and policymakers in 
Washington and beyond.

All Information contained in this release is copyrighted. 
Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders Foun-
dation. All rights reserved. Ride With The Leaders™ by joining the 

MRF at http://mrf.org/ or call (202) 546-0983

ABATE’s E stands for EDUCATION. 
Learn how you may be able to help Save A Life 

by taking the Accident Scene Management classes.

mailto:mike%40abateofaz.org?subject=from%20a%20MasterLink%20reader
https://www.mrf.org/
https://www.mrf.org/join-the-mrf
https://www.mrf.org/
https://www.facebook.com/azasm1
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Jan 11, 2025 {Sat}: Accident Scene Management 
Class {ASMC} 100 Series Basic Course; at American 
Legion Post 35, 2240 W Chandler Blvd. Chandler.  
Defray tuition cost with AMSAF Scholarship. FMI: 
Trauma Mama 602-908-7989, phxaz.asm@gmail.
com , https://www.facebook.com/azasm1 

Feb 13 {Thurs}: Motorcycle Day at the Dome ~ 
MDATD. The day is dedicated to advocating for 
motorcycle safety, awareness, and legislation. It will 
feature engaging speakers, informative booths, + 
networking with advocates and policymakers. It is 
a celebration of Arizona’s motorcycle community! 
Interested in showcasing your business or 
organization? Limited # of vendor booth spaces 
available. Don’t miss out. Secure your spot!  FMI: 
Mike@abateofaz.org, 602.456.BIKE 

CALENDAR - Upcoming ABATE-AZ / Business Members / MRO Events   

21

Unity in purpose includes:

 Passage of Right to Repair legislation
 Protect the right to modify
 Protect the internal combustion engine
 Maintain the availability of fuels not

harmful to motorcycle engines
 Fight End of Life Directives

Join your independent motorcycle business 
owning peers to protect our investment  
and the future of motorcycling. The  
Independent  Motorcycle Aftermarket  
works with the  Motorcycle Riders  
Foundation and has your back!

Independent Motorcycle Aftermarket

PROTECT YOUR 
BUSINESS!

It’s time for independent aftermarket  motorcycle 
businesses to unite and join the Independent 
Motorcycle Aftermarket. The IMA is a growing 
network of aftermarket shops and suppliers who 
believe in unity in purpose toward common goals.

www.mrf.org

Mar 1 {Sat}: East Valley Chapter’s Hard Ass Run. Details TBA.

May 17, 2025 {Sat}: AMSAF’s Riding For the Long Haul event, 
5:30 to 9:30pm at Marriott Phoenix Chandler - 1600 South 
Price Rd., Chandler, AZ 85286. Join AMSAF for an evening 
of tropical fun, island vibes, and fundraising! Dress in your 
best Hawaiian attire and get ready for: Delicious Cuisine; Live 
Entertainment; Silent Auction; and much more!  FMI: https://
www.amsaf.org/rftlh/  

May 19-20 {Mon-Tues}: Bikers Inside The Beltway, hosted by 
the Motorcycle Riders Foundation in Washington DC. FMI: 
https://www.mrf.org/events , 202-546-0983

Sept 25-28 {Th-Sun}: MRF’s 41st Annual Meeting of the Minds, 
being held in Shreveport, Louisiana at Sam’s Town Hotel & 
Casino. FMI: https://www.mrf.org/events | 202-546-0983, 
email mrfoffice@mrf.org or Fred@mrf.org
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