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lane filtering

what do you think?

Michael Infanzon
Legislative Director

Lane Filtering has been legal here in
Arizona for a few weeks now and so
far it looks as though it is going well.
I’ve only heard of a few negative inci-
dents, which is great. Keep riding safe.

We have been working on the elec-
tions recently. Getting out and meeting
the candidates so they know of
ABATE’s legislative agenda for next
session. If you get a chance to meet
the legislators, city council members
and school board members from your
area, please do. 

Visit us on FaceBook facebook.com/AbateofAZ and facebook.com/pages/Too-Broke-For-Sturgis-Rally

The more they see our organization attend-
ing their events, the more they will listen
to us if/when they are elected.

We have the language for our legislative
bills ready for next session. So on
November 9th I will begin the process of
getting sponsors and co-sponsors for our
bills. It’s nice to know we have legislators
who support our issues. 

We recently awarded Representative
Shawnna Bolick with her “Legislative
Freedom Fighter” award. This is a 3-peat
for her. She has always supported everyone
of our bills. Including being the prime
sponsor for the Motorcycle Safety Fund
extension a few years ago that was passed
unanimously. We will miss her in the state
legislature but wish her well on her next
adventure. She was also gifted an
Honorary Life Membership. 

Get yourselves ready for an exciting leg-
islative session. It’s less than 75 days
away. 

Be good to one another. 

Mike
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Mission Statement

We  will  lobby  and educate the government and  the general  public to promote

motorcycling  in a safe and  positive image.

We will  endeavor  to enlist the cooperation and  participation of all organizations

and individuals who share

a similar  interest  in  preserving our American  tradition of

FREEDOM.
We  will  involve ourselves in  fund raising  to achieve our goal.
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The Masterlink is 
digital.

It is posted monthly
on the ABATE web-
site -
www.abateofaz.org.

ABATE OF ARIZONA  LOCAL CHAPTERS
605 W. Arabian Way

Payson AZ 85541
Coordinator...............................Barry 'Double B' Bell MMAA
Vice Coordinator.............................John 'Irish' Goldin MMAA
Secretary..............................................Sandra 'Jane' Bell MMA
Treasurer......................................Cyndi ‘Dragonfly’ Williams
Membership.................................................Sandra ‘Jane’ Bell
Events Coordinator............................Jacque ‘Daisi’ Whiting…
Safety Coordinator...............................Roy ‘Fatboy’ Whiting
Sgt. At Arms................................. Bill ‘Silverback’ Howard…
P.A.C....................................................Shawn "Yukon" Bell
Communications...............................Stephanie Mikelson
Merchandise........................................Jeff "Darkhorse" Sauer
Media............................................Denise ‘Spitfire’ Trolinder

BOD Rep ...............................................................Vacant

Until further notice, HCC meetings will be held immediately
following the MMAA meetings (10:00am) the 3rd Saturday
of each month. Meeting location is Sandbagger's Bar and
Grill, 2051 Silver Lake Blvd., Show Low, AZ
85901.28.537.2744

Southern Arizona Chapter

Coordinator.....................Anissa “Dragonfly” Huntington
Vice Coordinator........................................Jeremy Krauss
Secretary.....................................................Monica Byrne
Treasurer.......................................................Dawn Detelj
Membership................................................Jim Butsback
Events Coordinator.....................................Dennis Smith
Safety Coordinator.............................Darron Huntington
Sgt. At Arms...................................................... J.D. Dare
P.A.C...................................................William Cleveland
Communications................................William Cleveland 
Merchandise..............................“Tequila” Mike Howard 

The Southern Arizona Chapter will meet the third Saturday of
the month. We will gather at the Northwest Tucson Moose
Lodge, 2660 W. Ruthrauff Rd., Tucson, AZ 85705
. Meeting time is 10AM October through March and 9AM
April through September. FMI contact Jim Butsback
(520)247-3051 or  jimbutsback@yahoo.com

Phoenix-Shadow Mountain Chapter
P.O. Box 54041

Phoenix, AZ 85078-4041
Coordinator.................................Nolan Steed
Phone (541) 948-9771,  email: steednk@gmail.com
Vice Coordinator..................................Scot Williamson
Secretary......................................................Gwen Zolber
Treasurer...............................................Brianna Wilkinson
Membership...................................................Mike Rudd
Events Coordinator......................One T, Scot Williamson
Safety Coordinator...................................Ernie Lizarraga
Sgt. At Arms..............................................Nick Wilkinson
P.A.C.....................................................Rebecca Crawford
Communications............................................Nolan Steed
Merchandise.........................................Rebecca Crawford

Phoenix/Shadow Mountain meetings are held on the 2nd
Sunday of each month at 10:30am at the AZ American Italian
Club, 7509 N. 12th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85020. FMI: Chapter
Coordinator Nolan Steed

ABATE of AZ, Inc., Attn: Phoenix/Shadow Mtn. Chapter
7000 N 16th Street, Suite 120, Box 434, Phoenix, AZ  85020

EDITOR’S NOTE:

If any of the Officers are listed here
incorrectly, please send corrections to:

TheMasterlink@abateofaz.org 
I will be sure everything is accurate 

for the next Issue and on the web site.

A.B.A.T.E. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND OFFICERS FOR 2021-2022

Chairman............................................. Mary K. Donnay
...................................................chairman@abateofaz.us
Mohave............................................................Tom Aydt
High Country..............              .........................Vacant
Phx / Shadow Mountain…................Mary K. Donnay
Southern AZ.................................Judi Miller (interim)
Yavapai…………....................…...……..Dennis Banners
Yuma....………………......................…  ..Frank White
Superstition ……………............................  Jack Batty
Coyote Pass……………............................ Harley Pettit

Quarterly Board meetings are the first Saturday of
January, April, July and October at 1:00PM at the
ABATE of Arizona state office 
AZ American-Italian Club. 
Email: chairman@abateofaz.us, Phone: (602) 751-
3180

ABATE of Arizona, Inc. 
STREET ADDRESS:

AZ American Italian Club, 7509 N. 12th Street, Suite
#200, Phoenix, AZ  85020
Phone:  (602) 456-2453
ABATE of Arizona, Inc. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
7000 N. 16th Street, Suite 120, Box 434, 
Phoenix, AZ  85020

BOARD APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lobbyist………Legislative Director ....Michael Infanzon
Authorized Lobbyist……….............……Will Cleveland
M.A.P.………...........................................…...…Jim Silk
Treasurer………..........................………….Cliff Prentice

STATE OFFICER 
APPOINTED OFFICERS

Masterlink Editor…….....….................….Eric Hampton

A.B.A.T.E. State Officers For 2020-2021
President………..................................……Jim Butsback
Vice President.....……......................………Paula Beale
Secretary………………........................……Gwen Zolber
Treasurer………......................…………….Cliff Prentice
Membership……......................……………Cynde Aydt
Run/Events………….........…………………VACANT
Safety Coordinator…..............................……VACANT
Sergeant-at-Arms…………….…………..Mike Rudd
P.A.C………................................……...Will Cleveland

Communications……….……….………….Judi Miller
Designated Lobbyist............................Michael Infanzon
ABATE Products……......................………....VACANT
TBFS Chair…                                                Joe Silk
MasterLink Editor..................................... Eric Hampton
TheMasterlink@abateofaz.org

www.abateofaz.org and www.toobrokeforsturgis.com

State Officers meetings are held the 1st Saturday of every
month, 11:00 am at the AZ American Italian Club, 7509
N. 12th Street  Phoenix, AZ.

Coyote Pass Chapter
Coordinator..................................................Harley Pettit
Vice Coordinator.............................       .........Rudy Blum
Secretary........................................         .....Carolyn Wiley  
Treasurer......................................................Karon Surinck
Sgt at Arms........................................................Tom Love
Run Coordinator..........................................Mike Degrood
Safety Coordinator..........................................Rudy Blum
Merchandise..................................................Harley Petitt
Membership..................................................Harley Petitt

FMI contact Harley Pettit, (928) 530-2555,
harley3787@gmail.com
The Coyote Pass Chapter meets the second Tuesday of the
month at; Calico's Restaurant, 418 W. Beale St.
Kingman, AZ 86401, 928-753-5005

BOD Rep...........................................................Harley Pettit

East Valley Chapter

Coordinator.........Joe Silk 
email: miterangers@msn.com, phone: 480-628-8598
Vice Coordinator...............................Stacy “Liberty” Baldwin
Secretary............................................Stacy “Liberty” Baldwin
Treasurer.........................................................Cliff Prentice
Sgt at Arms...........................................Newt “Shorty” Wilson
Events Coordinator......................Jason “Radar” Montgomery
Safety Coordinator.....................................Matthew Reemelin
tMembership...............................................................Joe Silk
Merchandise.............................................Suzanne “Q” Jensen
PAC........................................................Rick “Ferg” Ferguson
Communications...............................Stacy “Liberty” Baldwin

The East Valley chapter meets at 10:00 AM on the 2nd
Sunday of every month at the American Legion Post 138(107
E Broadway Rd, Tempe, AZ 85282, SE Corner area of
Broadway and Mill). Post 138 opens around 9a.m. and serves
a great inexpensive buffet breakfast before and after our meet-
ing. Come and hang out before or after the meeting! Riders of
all types of bikes, non-riders, and non-members are always
welcomed to attend!

Mohave Chapter
1451 E. Ruby Trail

Fort Mohave, AZ 86426
Coordinator.................................Tom “Papa Smurf: Aydt
Vice-Coordinator ….....George “Jungle George” Payntar
Secretary.........................................................Cynde Aydt
Treasurer................................................Roxanna Payntar
Membership...................................................Cynde Aydt
Sergeant-at-Arms...........................Emmette “ET”Tucker
Events Coordinator...............Shirley “Moonshine” Bizub
PAC.............................................................Dennis Lange
Communications Officer.........................Rebecca Morgan
Safety Coordinator...................................Christine Allen
Merchandise Coordinator.....Shirley “Moonshine” Bizub

Mohave County Chapter meetings are held the 3rd Monday of
the month 6:00 PM at:
VFW Golden Valley, Post 2555, 6068 Supai Dr., Golden
Valley, AZ 8641

High Country Chapter

News from the MRF
Individuals Can Make a Difference! 

Don’t fall into the trap of believing
only high-powered lobbyists or big
money donors can make a difference in
D.C. The average biker can and has
impacted policy in our nation’s capital.

A perfect example is the work of two
motorcyclists in Nevada, Fred Harrell
and Russell Radke. Both are long time
biker rights advocates and understand
the best way to get things done is to
educate and develop relationships with
their elected officials. Over the course
of several years, they met with and
befriended their local lawmaker,
Congresswoman Susie Lee of Nevada.
Sharing their experiences as motorcy-
clists and their concern regarding the

profiling of bikers they sought solutions
to help address the issue.

In response to the concerns of her con-
stituents, and as a member of the House
Appropriations Committee,
Congresswoman Lee advanced commit-
tee report language to a government
funding bill that seeks answers from the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) on the issue of
profiling. The language states:

“The Committee is concerned that
NHTSA may be conducting activities
that encourage states to adopt legislation,
regulation, or other policies that unjustly
profile motorcycle riders. The Committee
directs NHTSA to report to the House
and Senate Committees on

Appropriations on the extent to which
the agency works with states on motor-
cycle passenger policies within 120 days
of enactment of this Act.”

On behalf of the 70,000 riders in the
Silver State and the 10 million bikers
across this country, the Motorcycle
Riders Foundation, thanks
Congresswoman Lee and her staff for
meeting with, listening to and advocating
for her constituents and the entire motor-
cycle community.  Additional thanks to
Russell and Fred for their tireless work
to build and maintain these important
relationships on Capitol Hill.

=====

Motorcycle Fuel Debate in Europe 

09/29/2022 9:40 PM

Wednesday morning, members of the
Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF)
leadership team attended a virtual semi-
nar titled “Bridging the Gap to Climate
Neutrality - The Case of eFuels for
Motorcycles.” The event was hosted by
the European Association of Motorcycle
Manufacturers and the eFuel Alliance of
Europe.

continued page 10

Yavapai Chapter
465 E Liana Dr.  

Chino Valley, AZ  86323
Coordinators..................................................Tim Thomas
Vice Coordinator............................................Dan Tumey
Secretary............................................................Dixie Gray
Treasurer..................................................Dennis Banners
Membership..............................................Holli Woolsey 
Events Coordinator.................................................Vacant
Social Media...............................................Holli Woolsey
Safety Coordinator..........................................AJ Killian
Sgt. At Arms.................................................Sandra Taveres
P.A.C..........................................................Deborah Butitta
Communications..........................................Angela Buchler
Merchandise..........................................................Vacant

Meet us at  for the VFW’s very reasonably priced and tasty
dinner.We meet the 2nd Sunday of each month at the VFW
Post 541 in Prescott - 202 N Arizona Ave, Prescott 86301.
11:00 to socialize, meeting starts by 11:00.

For more information. Contact ycabateaz@gmail.com or call
Dan @ 928-308-9911. See us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ycabateaz/.  Meet us at 5
for the VFW’s very reasonably priced and tasty dinner.

Yuma Chapter
11316 S. Glenwood Ave.  

Yuma, AZ  85367
Coordinator...............Alex R. Montez (Sidetrack) RRMC
Vice Coordinator............................................Frank White
Secretary..............................................  Mikkie Melanson
Treasurer.......................................................Robin Aitken
Membership...................................................Doug Kreag
Events Coordinator.................................................Vacant
Safety Coordinator.................................................Vacant
Sgt. At Arms...........................Joe Toussint (Rattle) IFMC
P.A.C.......................................................................Vacant
Communications.....................................................Vacant
Merchandise...........................................................Vacant

Yuma Chapter meets the second Thursday evening monthly at
6:00 PM at the pm. We meet at the community Christian
Church, 6480 US Highway 95 (between 3E and Araby in the
back building). For additional information contact Frank
White (Hound) at 209-327-0814.



injury and death. It has become legal as of
September 24th. I have seen many riders
doing this properly and safely. I have also
seen many who must think that it is “lane
Splitting” that is legal. Please, as you go
about your daily business take the time to
explain to those you interact with the proper
way to filter legally and especially educate
those drivers who may not be aware of the
new law. 

At this time our upcoming Chapter elec-
tions should be open for nominations and
elections should be completed by your
November meetings. The Chapter secretary
should note the results and in the Chapter
minutes and submit them to the State
Secretary. If any Chapter has any questions
of needs assistance please contact me
directly.

This is also the year that each Chapter
elects their representative to the Board of
Directors (BOD). Be sure to include that
position in your elections. 

Because we are a registered corporation we
are required by law to hold a general mem-
bership meeting once each year. This it will
be held in conjunction with our State
Annual Member Party.  We will be hosting
this on November 12th.  The times are from
12 Noon until approximately 4PM. The
location for this event is Jake’s Corner Bar
& Grill at 57564 N Arizona Hwy, Payson,
AZ 85541. This about 20 miles south of
Payson, 4 miles east of Hwy 87 on Hwy
188 near Roosevelt Lake. Jake’s is an
ABATE business member and they are
preparing a great time for all of us. Some of
what you can look forward to is FREE meal
to current ABATE members. Corn Hole
contest. 3-Ball Pool Contest. LIVE MUSIC
Building 12 Playing. We will have ABATE
merchandise for sale. We will also have a
ABATE annual member meeting and finan-
cial and membership disclosure as required.
There is camping available nearby so plan
on coming to this event and hanging out

with your fellow ABATE members. 

As always we need folks to step up and
help run this organization. We are still look-
ing for a couple of folks who would like to
step up and fill a couple of open positions
on the State Board. If anyone is thinking
about it or needs additional information
please give me a call. 

As many of you know the Motorcycle
Riders Foundation held their Annual
Meeting of the Minds. This year’s event
was in Des Moines, Iowa. This year I was
able to attend and I was happy to see that
we had 14 members of ABATE of Arizona
in attendance. I believe 5 of our Chapters
were represented. This year as in the past, it
has been one of the best experiences of the
year for me. I have always come back more
energized and excited about what we need
to work on and what needs to be done to
keep this mission moving forward in a posi-
tive fashion. Mike Infanzon, representing
ABATE of Arizona at the MOTM was priv-
ileged to be able except on our behalf the
2022 State Legislation Award presented to
ABATE along with the MMA and the
ACMC for our work in passing SB1273 the
Lane Filtering Bill. It was fitting that Mike
should be the one to except this because it
was through his hard work that this was
able to be accomplished. If you have not
seen the photos of the aware just go to our
State facebook page and it is posted there. 

Once again I strongly urge everyone to con-
sider joining the MRF. If you are already a
member, Thank You. There is information
on joining both on our web page and also in
the Masterlink. They are the driving force
for motorcyclist rights in Washington DC,
and they need our support. It would also be
great to see every Chapter of ABATE of
Arizona to step up and become a sustaining
member of the MRF. If your Chapter is not
a sustaining member please ask your
Chapter officers to see what it takes to do
so. Information is at www.mrf.org

This month the Arizona Confederation of
Motorcycle Clubs will be hosting their
Annual Fund Raising Event, “RIOT ON
THE RIVER 2022” at beautiful Winkelman
Gila River Park, Winkelman, Arizona. The
event is November 3rd, 4th 5th and 6th.
There is a smoked dinner Saturday included
with your admission. This is an Old School
Biker Rally and the public is welcome so
bring your friends and relatives and have a
great weekend. There will be bike games
and a bike show along with vendors, food
and drinks. Live music Saturday, Admission
is $20 per person and $30 per Couple.

ABATE of Arizona will have a pop-up set
up to give information and we will be sell-
ing some of our merchandise. If you are in
attendance stop by and help us out. We will
also be helping the ACMC by selling 50/50
tickets. Come on out and help us support
the ACMC. 

Remember to Please support those busi-
nesses and organizations that support
ABATE and the motorcycling community.
The cost of being a business member is
very reasonable and includes a monthly
advertisement in the Masterlink along with
a listing on our web page and two member-
ships in ABATE. Talk to businesses that
you deal with about becoming an ABATE
business member. 

As always membership drives our organiza-
tion. Spread the word! Always keep a few
of our membership tri-folds with you and
wear your ABATE gear when attending
events. People need to be told about
ABATE and they will not just join, You
Need to Ask Them!! 

Until Next Month!

Ride Free! Ride Safe! Ride Endorsed!

Jim

President’s Report
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Hello to all my fellow Freedom Fighters
here at A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona!

When this article reaches everyone it
will be the beginning of November and
we will have just celebrated Halloween.
I hope everyone enjoyed themselves
and had a good time, and that you all
returned home safe after any parties or
festivities you may have enjoyed.

As I sit to write this it is October 15th.
Once again there have been way too
many accidents involving our fellow
riders. As the days are getting shorter
and the winter visitors are coming back,
I must reinforce that you PLEASE
“RIDE LIKE YOU ARE INVISIBLE”
because you are to these other vehicles
on the road. They do not see you and
they do not “LOOK TWICE”, they do
not respect your right of way. I want
everyone to be able to enjoy riding and
also to get home to your families safely.  

One of the reasons we pushed so hard
to get “Lane Filtering” passed here in
Arizona is because motorcyclists getting
rear-ended at traffic lights is one of the
fastest growing causes for motorcyclists 

Handlebar Recall On Nearly 1,100 Harley-Davidson Nightsters
https://blog.bikernet.com/

Faulty welds on these Harley-Davidson
motorcycles could cause the bars to
break.

by Dustin Wheelen from
https://www.rideapart.com

Harley-Davidson Nightster made a tri-
umphant return to the Sportster lineup
in 2022. We last saw the blacked-out
bobber in 2012 as the Evolution-pow-
ered Nightster 1200 (XL1200N). Ten
years later, the revived model benefits
from the Motor Company’s new 975cc
Revolution Max V-twin and an innova-
tive under-the-seat fuel tank. Those
technological advancements don’t elim-
inate all teething problems, unfortunate-
ly.

On August 4, 2022, Harley-Davidson
received a complaint from a 2022
Nightster (RH975) owner that the left
portion of their handlebar broke off
while riding. After performing warranty
analysis and investigating the matter,
the brand potentially received one addi-
tional claim related to this issue
between August 5, 2022, and
September 8, 2022.

Harley then informed the U.S. National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) of the Nightster recall on
October 6, 2022. According to the doc-
uments, a “weld quality issue” with the
Nightster’s handlebar (Part No.
55801154) “could lead to separation
between the inner and outer sections.”
The consequences of such a failure

need little explanation, but the recall
lists that “a broken handlebar can cause
a sudden loss of steering control,
increasing the risk of a crash.”

The Milwaukee manufacturer narrowed
down the recall scope to Nightsters pro-
duced between December 6, 2021 and
September 9, 2022—accounting for
1,074 units. However, Nightster models
produced after September 9, 2022,
don’t apply to this recall, as Harley
employed “enhanced manufacturing
controls” on those units.

After informing the NHTSA, the firm
notified its dealers of the impending
recall on October 11, 2022. One week
later, on October 18, 2022, the brand
sent notification letters to impacted
owners. Once eligible customers trans-

port their Nightster to their local dealer-
ship, Harley will replace the faulty han-
dlebars free of charge.

While the notification period ends on
October 25, 2022, Nightster owners can
also contact Harley-Davidson customer
service at 1-800-258-2464 (Recall No.
0179). Owners can also reach the
NHTSA Hotline at 1-888-327-4236
(TTY 1-800-424-9153) or visit the
organization’s website for more details.

We’re happy to see the Nightster to
usher in a new era for the Sportster line,
but we’re happier to see the MoCo
addressing mission-critical issues.
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Chapter Reports
Coyote Pass

The Coyote Pass Chapter will Meet at
Calico's Restaurant in Kingman Tuesday
October 11th at 6:00pm.

The Chapter also offers rides every
Sunday and Wednesday originating in
Kingman, AZ.

Harley Pettit, Chapter Coordinator,
installed MotoHorn on his Road Glide
and is happy with the results.  No more
beep beep now an automobile LOUD
BLAST.  Highly recommended for safety.

Harley

High Country
NO REPORT.

Mohave Chapter
On Sep. 22-24 Cynde and Paula from our
chapter did a road trip from Fort Mohave
to Des Moines for Meeting of The Minds.
they said that they had an awesome time
and learned a lot. Yesterday, Oct. 8 we
held our highway cleanup on Hwy. 68 in
Golden Valley, followed by pizza at Great
American Pizza in Golden Valley.
Unfortunately I was unable to participate
this year, on Monday evening 10/3 I had
a stroke and was in the hospital until
Thur. afternoon 10/6. George Payntar vice
coordinator and Gary Vick "G" ran the
cleanup. Thank you everyone who
helped.  I am home and doing well, still
waiting for test results as what caused the
stroke.  Cynde and I drove up for the
pizza to see everyone.  I have not driven
yet since the stroke and have to admit a
little nervous about getting back on the
bike. I plan to reach out to a few people
who have experience with this,please
contact me if you have any tips.

Our next chapter meeting is Monday
10/17.  Until next time stay safe an ride
safe.

Tom Aydt
Mohave Chapter Coordinator

Phoenix/Shadow Mountain
Good day all you riders out there.

We had an annual bowling tournament on
the 9th of Oct. East Valley and Phoenix
Shadow Mountain. It was a good turn
out. We bowled for a couple of bowling
pins. The  Wests Got the high score and

East Valley took home the overall pin
count bowling pin. We had a lot of fun.
Can't wait to do it again next year. Thank
you to all that came out.

We have elections coming up in
November at the next meeting. We need
all positions for Officers. Please if you
have any interest in being an officer
please be at the next meeting, it will be
on November 13 at the Arizona American
Italian Club 7509 N 12th St. Phoenix, AZ
85020. @ 10:30am. Please be there.

I want to thank all of my officers for all
they do. They put together a legislative
town hall on the 12th of Oct. AZ Rep
Frank Carroll and AZ Rep Shawnna LM
Bolick were there for the town hall meet-
ing. I was not able to attend, but from
what I was told it was a great discussion.
I would also like to thank Michael
Infanzon for his help in getting the legis-
lators there. Thank oy Mary K for the
refreshments. You all worked very hard to
get this put together. you should give
yourself a big pat on the back . Thank
you   

Nolan Steed
Phoenix Shadow Mountain Coordinator 

East Valley Chapter 
Another well attended chapter meeting
on October 9th at Post 138!  Great pres-
entation by our PAC officer – Rick
Ferguson!   And, a great discussion about
our member's experiences with the new
lane filtering law!Welcomed new mem-
bers from Post 138's Legion Riders,
Colleen and Duanne Fujimoto, and
Lindsey Baker!  We also want to wel-
come members of the Windsisters,
Michelle Theis and Erin Berry-Schade to
the East Valley Chapter! Also, welcome
new members: Linda Serpa and Jonathan
Ouellette!

Our Membership Committee has com-
pleted their assignment to create a script
and flowchart for how to signup individ-
ual and new business members.  We have
used it during recent membership booth
events at Post 35, Cycle World, and the
swap meet at the Pinal County fair-
grounds.  Lots of questions from event
participants about "who is ABATE" and
the lane filtering bill(lot of people don't
know about it - hope we helped set things
straight).  Thanks to Cliff Prentice, Clem
Copolillo, and Matthew Reemelin with
helping out at the booths. 

Once again, we want to thank Post 138
for their hospitality!  We all need to sup-
port Post 138's relocation fundraiser event
on October 29th at 1p.m.  - Post 138 has
been leasing their current location and it
will come to the end by December.
Hopefully we will continue on in their
new location or need to relocate.

The annual bowling tournament between
Phoenix/Shadow Mountain and East
Valley was held on October 9th  Great
participation by our chapter members.
For the second year in a row, EV has
taken home the trophies!  Congrats to the
Michael West family team to carrying the
chapter!  Dawn West's new bowling shoes
made the difference!    Thanks to Nolan
Steed of Phoenix/Shadow Mountain for
setting up the event.  

Thanks to Cliff Prentice for attending the
meeting of the minds event - Cliff did
some great networking with ABATE of
Kansas and other ABATE chapters! 

The annual “Hard Ass Run” is scheduled
for October 22nd.  Hope to see all
ABATE members and friends participate. 

Presented the motorcycle awareness pro-
gram at five Mesa high schools.   This is
part of ABATE’s awareness mission state-
ment and still needs the support of ALL
ABATE membership. 

Special thanks to Sharise Mayer and
Suzanne Jense for enlisting the support of
the Windsisters riders for helping and par-
ticipating with the classes - Michelle
Theis, Robin Cessna, Lei Cayson, and
Erin Berry-Schade.  Erin became a certi-
fied instructor - thanks Erin!  Also, thanks
to East Valley members Dan Widmar and
Billy Shirato.  The program needs trained
presenters so that it can expand to other
valley and statewide high schools or other
organizations(does not have to be a driv-
ers education class).  Please contact Jim if
you can help at the classes and or becom-
ing an instructor and or setup an opportu-
nity to present at other schools/organiza-
tions.   There are other high schools in
the state(Phoenix, Tucson, Showlow, and
Yuma) which have driver education pro-
grams.  

All current chapter officers have accepted
nominations for next year's officers.  Rick
Ferguson accepted the nomination for the
board of directors member. 

See  you at our November 13th meeting!

Joe

Southern Arizona Chapter
Chapter Officers have been selected and
voting begins!!!! Chapter meeting/Road
clean-up in Huachuca City is a big suc-
cess!

Thank you to all who attended! Thank
you to Rep. Shawna Bolick for being our
Three-Time Legislator of the Year for
ABATE of Arizona & Lifetime Member!!

We are now getting ready for ACMC's
Riot on the River this year, see you
there!!!!

Anissa " Dragonfly" Huntington

Yavapai Chapter
Hello to all,

We continue to set up our ABATE EZ up
for events for membership and our num-
bers are up. We Supported Thunder
Valley Rally in Cottonwood September
16 th through the 17 th in by managing a
stop for the poker run and setting up our
membership tent.

Five of our officers attended Meeting of
the Minds in Des Moines Iowa bringing
back a lot of fresh insight and motivation.
It was great to see our officers so com-
mitted and hitting the ground running
when they got back.

Our October meeting was all about elec-
tions and hosting Representative Quang
Nguyon District One and Selina Bliss
organized by Michael Infanzon who also
briefed us on current events with ABATE
and the state.

We’ll be having a Meet and Greet for all
our ABATE Yavapai Chapter members
and their friends at Bob’s Billiards on
Friday October the 21st at 6pm.

Cheers for now and safe riding to all.
Photo is at this years Meeting of the
Minds ABATE of Arizona group!

Tim Thomas
Coordinator, Yavapai Arizona Chapter

Yuma Chapter
NO REPORT.

Yavapai Road Cleanup
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Join A.B.A.T.E.

Coast to Coast
NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists
(NCOM) 

COUNTRY MUSIC LEGEND AND
MOTORCYCLE FAN LORETTA LYNN
HAS PASSED
Country Music Star and AMA Hall of
Fame inductee Loretta Lynn died in her
sleep on October 4, 2022 at her popular
ranch and tourist destination in Hurricane
Mills, Tennessee, at age 90.

The Grammy Award winning singer rose
to stardom in the music industry over six
decades with hit singles like “Coal
Miner’s Daughter” and “Don’t Come
Home A-Drinkin,” but Ms. Lynn was also
a long-time supporter of amateur
motocross racing, and hosted the AMA
Amateur National Motocross
Championship at her “Loretta Lynn
Ranch & Family Campground” since
1982, personally inspiring many young
riders, and was appropriately inducted
into the American Motorcyclists
Association (AMA) Hall of Fame as a
member of the Class of 2021 for “open-
ing her arms and ranch to countless
motocross families.”

ARIZONA LANE FILTERING LAW
GOES INTO EFFECT
The new Arizona state law that allows
lane-filtering for two-wheeled motorcy-
cles under very specific circumstances

officially went into effect on Saturday,
September 24, 2022.

The Arizona state legislature passed
bipartisan Senate Bill 1273 in March,
signed into law March 24, 2022, by
Governor Doug Ducey (R), and the bill
does not allow “lane splitting,” but rather
“lane filtering” by motorcycles traveling
between lanes of street traffic at a speed
of 15 miles per hour or less.  Three-
wheeled vehicles, such as trikes or side-
cars, are specifically not included in this
change in the law.

S.B. 1273 was sponsored by Senator
Tyler Pace (R-Mesa), who clarified that
lane filtering and lane splitting are not the
same thing.  This new law now in effect
will only allow for low-speed lane filter-
ing in very specific situations, and it was
crafted to resemble a similar lane filtering
initiative that became law in Utah in
2019.

Lane splitting or filtering in some form
are now allowed in Arizona, California,
Hawaii and Utah, while states including
Connecticut, Oregon, Washington and
Virginia have introduced or are consider-
ing such legislation.

‘NOISE’ UNDER ATTACK IN CALI-
FORNIA
California Governor Gavin Newsom (D)
has signed AB-2496 into law, to now
require a certificate of compliance for a
violation of noise limit requirements and

certain modified exhausts, and putting a
“Hold” on vehicle registrations if proof is
not adequately provided in a timely man-
ner.

“AB-2496 creates a system in which, if
you are cited for noise, you must provide
certification to the court within 90 days
of citation that your exhaust has been cor-
rected to acceptable standards,” wrote
ABATE of California in a ‘Call to
Action’ opposing the measure; going on
to explain that; “However, there is no sys-
tem to test and certify, thus you can not
get it.  Further, IF you do not get it, your
vehicle will NEVER be able to be regis-
tered in the State of California again.
They want to remove us from the road.”

The new law requires the court to inform
the Department of Motor Vehicles if a
certificate of compliance is not provided
within 3 months of the violation date,
treating this failure as noncompliance,
and requiring the DMV, before renewing
the registration of any vehicle, to check
whether the court has issued a hold on the
vehicle registration for a violation of the
noise requirements and to refuse to renew
the registration until it has received a
notification from the court that a certifi-
cate of compliance has been issued.

These requirements would become opera-
tive on January 1, 2027.

FEDERAL BILL DEMANDS
ANSWERS ON ANTI-BIKER PROFIL-

ING
Congresswoman Susie Lee (D-NV), a
member of the House Appropriations
Committee, has included language
[House Report 117-402] demanding
answers from NHTSA regarding anti-
biker profiling into a government funding
bill, H.R. 8294, which states;

“The Committee is concerned that
NHTSA may be conducting activities that
encourage states to adopt legislation, reg-
ulation, or other policies that unjustly
profile motorcycle riders.  The
Committee directs NHTSA to report to
the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations on the extent to which the
agency works with states on motorcycle
passenger policies within 120 days of
enactment of this Act.”

Additionally, cosponsors are still being
sought for H. Res 366 to prevent the dis-
criminatory targeting of motorcyclists by
law enforcement, similar to the anti-pro-
filing resolution passed by the U.S.
Senate in 2018.  Meanwhile, the states of
Washington (2011), Maryland (2016),
Louisiana (2019), Idaho (2020) and New
Hampshire (2022) have proactively
passed laws to curb profiling.

E-BIKES MAY SOON BE AS COSTLY
TO CHARGE AS ICE BIKES ARE TO
REFUEL
Rising electricity costs are impacting
public charging stations, leading to
increased costs for charging electric bikes

ABATE IS:
· A Motorcycle Rights Organization
(MRO)
· For Bikes & Riders, regardless of Race,
Creed, color, sex, age, machine or gear
· For all Motorcycles regardless of
Fraternal or club affiliation, as well as
Independents
· For people interested in motorcycle safe-
ty
· For People interested in rider education
· For people interested in motorcycle
awareness PSAs directed to non-Riders
· For people interested in protecting and
promoting motorcycling
· A volunteer, not-for-profit grass-roots
organization 
· For Motorcyclist who enjoy the ride

Value
The Masterlink
5 year increment Anniversary patches,
Membership card
TBFS Discount Entry, RV, Cabins
AD&D Benefit
Motorcycle rights and action alerts via
email
Priceless  Motorcycle Awareness 
Priceless  Rights
Priceless Rider Education

ABATE of Arizona Serves to:

· Collaborate with other organizations to

monitor and support funding for practices
that do not discriminate against motorcy-
cling.
· Encourage political involvement of its
membership.
· Promote and present motorcyclists and
motorcycling in a positive and safe man-
ner.
· Help prevent motorcycle crashes and pro-
mote crash survival through rider educa-
tion, and public awareness campaigns.
· Encourage ongoing federal research pro-
grams such as use of E15 fuel in motorcy-
cles, inclusion of motorcycles in ongoing
transportation emerging technologies, and
improvements in safer roadway design
strategies.
· Promote rider skills training 

ABATE of Arizona has developed a pro-
gram with the mission to provide motorcy-
cle awareness training to all drivers and
soon-to-be drivers on the road in Arizona.
Instructors provide a one hour program to
students in driver education classes
throughout the state.

Motorcycle Awareness Program (MAP)

MAP is available to be presented to civic
organizations as well as most businesses
that hold safety meetings. FMI: map@aba-
teofaz.org

ABATE accomplishments:
1992 Opened HOV lanes to motorcycles
1993 Helped prevent mandatory helmet
legislation in Arizona
1997 Established handlebar height eleva-
tion to shoulder height
2001 Established Motorcycle Safety Fund
2002 Established Arizona Motorcycle
Safety Council
2004 Established veteran plates for motor-
cycles
2007 Eliminated yearly motorcycle emis-
sions testing in Pima County
2007 Removed cap on Motorcycle Safety
Fund
2013 Eliminated yearly motorcycle emis-
sions testing in Maricopa County
2015 Eliminated restriction on handlebar
height
2017 Successfully prevented mandatory
helmet legislation
2017 Reestablished Motorcycle Safety
Fund for 5 years
2017 Helped pass the Teen texting bill
2017 Helped pass the Civil Forfeiture
changes
2018 Introduced Anti-profiling legislation
2018 Stakeholder for Lane Splitting Bill
2018 Stopped the adoption of California
emissions standards in Arizona
2018 Helped pass “Pam’s Law” -
Aggravating factor for injuries to pedestri-
ans and motorcyclists by distracted and

DUI offenders
2019 Anti-profiling; encouraging preven-
tion Memorial unanimously passed 60-0 in
the House
2019 Mandatory helmet law with fees
attached defeated once again
2019 Helped pass the Texting while driv-
ing, prohibition and enforcement,
statewide hands-free law signed by
Governor April 2019
2019 Helped pass legislation excluding
‘’slingshot” type 3 wheeled vehicles from
class M applicability signed by Governor
April 2019

JOIN ABATE NOW!
ABATE Of Arizona provides a unified
voice for all motorcyclists in Arizona. Add
your voice to ours. Join ABATE now, for
the preservation of your ability to ride a
motorcycle with the freedom that's your
right!!

© 2020 ABATE Of Arizona
7000 N 16th St., Suite 120 #434,

Phoenix, AZ 85020
Website: www.abateofaz.org
To join our discussion group, 

send email to
Abate-request@abateofaz.org
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ABATE of Arizona Chapter 
Meeting Times and Locations

Coyote Pass Chapter
The Coyote Pass Chapter meets the second Tuesday of the
month at; Calico's Restaurant, 418 W. Beale St.
Kingman, AZ 86401, 928-753-5005

High Country Chapter
Until further notice, HCC meetings will be held immediately
following the MMAA meetings (10:00am) the 3rd Saturday
of each month. Meeting location is Sandbagger's Bar and
Grill, 2051 Silver Lake Blvd., Show Low, AZ
85901.28.537.2744

Mohave Chapter
Mohave County Chapter meetings are held the 3rd
Monday of the month 6:00 PM at:
VFW Golden Valley, Post 2555, 6068 Supai Dr., Golden
Valley, AZ 86413

Phoenix / Shadow Mountain Chapter
Phoenix/Shadow Mountain meetings are held on the 2nd
Sunday of each month at 10:30am at the AZ American
Italian Club, 7509 N. 12th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85020.
FMI: Chapter Coordinator Nolan Steed,
steednk@gmail.com

Southern Arizona Chapter
The Southern Arizona Chapter will meet the third
Saturday of the month. We will gather at the Northwest
Tucson Moose Lodge, 2660 W. Ruthrauff Rd., Tucson, AZ.
Meeting time is 10AM October through March and
9AM April through September. FMI contact Jim
Butsback (520)247-3051 or  jimbutsback@yahoo.com

East Valley Chapter
The East Valley chapter meets at 10:00 AM on the 2nd
Sunday of every month at the American Legion Post
138(107 E Broadway Rd, Tempe, AZ 85282, SE Corner area
of Broadway and Mill). Post 138 opens around 9a.m. and
serves a great inexpensive buffet breakfast before and after
our meeting. Come and hang out before or after the meeting!
Riders of all types of bikes, non-riders, and non-members
are always welcomed to attend!

Yuma Chapter
Yuma Chapter meets the second Thursday evening
monthly at 6:00 PM at the pm. We meet at the commu-
nity Christian Church, 6480 US Highway 95 (between
3E and Araby in the back building). For additional
information contact Frank White (Hound) at 209-327-
0814.
We would love to see you there.

Yavapai Chapter
Meet us at  for the VFW’s very reasonably priced and
tasty dinner.We meet the 2nd Sunday of each month at
the VFW Post 541 in Prescott - 202 N Arizona Ave,
Prescott 86301. 11:00 to socialize, meeting starts by
11:00.

For more information, please contact Dan Tumey @
928-308-9911 or ycabateaz@gmail.com.  See us on
Facebook at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/yca

Coast to Coast (continued)
that could be higher than gasoline.

Historically, the comparatively low price
of charging an electric vehicle versus
fueling one fitted with an internal com-
bustion engine (ICE) has meant that for
those who can afford such vehicles, the
switch from gas to electric transport has
been a financially beneficial one.

However, as the price of energy contin-
ues to rise internationally, electric motor-
cycles could soon be more expensive to
charge than combustion bikes cost to fill
up.

Assuming the price of gasoline doesn’t
outpace the cost of electricity, a study
summarized by VisorDown.com reports
that costs per kilowatt-hour (kWh) of
electricity at ‘rapid’ charging stations in
the U.K. have increased by 42% in the
four months from May 2022 to
September 2022; “That has led to charge
costs per mile that are not far short of
fill-up costs per mile.” 

Whatever the case, fueling or charging
your motorcycle is only going to get
more expensive, it would appear.

RUSSIAN ATTACK ON UKRAINE
CAUSING POTHOLES IN THE U.K.
Hostilities between Russia and Ukraine is
being touted as the reason for much of
the financial troubles in the world today,
and the British Local Government
Association (LGA) is now claiming that
the Russian led invasion is preventing
pothole repair work as costs increase.

So aside from other more obvious
wartime after-effects, like higher gas
prices and utility bills, the war between
Russia and Ukraine is apparently being
felt in even more wide-reaching areas.
One of the areas that are being reported
to have been hit hard by the conflict is
road building and repair.  The RAC in
England reports that around 60% of the
bitumen used to build new roads, and
repair potholes, was bought from Russia.
With trade embargos on the nation now
in force, the cost of carrying out these
repairs is said to have risen, with the
LGA claiming a 22% increase.

A recent study by the LGA concluded
that prior to the Russian aggressions, the
UK’s pothole problems would have taken

ten years to rectify, costing around £12
billion ($13.5B US) in total.

FRENCH COMPANY TESTING
PLANT-BASED ASPHALT
The worldwide movement towards a
greener future of mobility doesn’t stop
with the vehicles, but also the roads we
drive and ride on.  Indeed, infrastructure
plays an equally important role when it
comes to sustainability, and this is some-
thing that many countries have over-
looked in their efforts to go green, but
not France, as it’s now ready to test a
new plant-based asphalt called Biophalt.

Currently, asphalt roadway surfaces are
made primarily out of petroleum crude
oil, a far cry from carbon neutral, so
French company Eiffage has been work-
ing on an alternative to traditional asphalt
since 2018, called Biophalt, that is said to
offer the same benefits as asphalt while
taking the crude oil out of the equation.
The technology has so much potential,
that in 2019, it was given an award by
the Roads and Streets Innovation
Committee of the Ministry of Ecological
Transition.

Biophalt sets itself apart from traditional
asphalt by making use of a vegetable
binder instead of crude oil.  Moreover, in
terms of traffic volume, climatic
resilience, traction, and durability,
Biophalt has similar attributes to conven-
tional asphalt.  It is also applied at mild
temperatures and has a reduced produc-
tion temperature requirement, both of
which provide energy savings.  With all
of this, Biophalt claims to have a carbon-
neutral footprint.

Recently, the southwest French depart-
ment of Haute-Garonne made the deci-
sion to test the Biophalt mix from Eiffage
by resurfacing a mile-long section of
road, in hopes that Biosphalt will soon
set the entire road infrastructure on a new
course.

SELF-DRIVING CAR ‘DRIVERS’
GIVEN GREEN LIGHT TO WATCH
VIDEOS
As world governments move towards a
full rollout of self-driving cars on the
roads, one rule is being introduced in the
United Kingdom to allow ‘drivers’ to
watch videos while the vehicle is in
motion!  After a consultation on the mat-

ter, the U.K. government is now set to
allow those in control of self-driving cars
to watch videos while driving down the
road.

The changes came when the government
updated the highway code earlier this
year.  At the time, it was done to consider
the new autonomous technology and
incorporate it into the rules of the road,
but this new rule could cause vulnerable
road users to be put at risk.  It concerns
watching content that is not related to the
vehicle (films, TV, music videos, social
media, and emails) on the vehicle's built-
in display screens built into the cockpit.
These are generally used to change the
settings of the car, relay information to
the driver, or provide navigation assis-
tance, though many can now be set to
display videos via internal or external
storage devices, with some being able to
surf the Internet either through 5G or Wi-
Fi.

The move will likely strike fear into the
hearts of vulnerable road users, such as
motorcyclists, as it’s already been widely
reported that many self-driving cars do
miss “seeing” us in some circumstances.
At this time, autonomous car manufac-
turers claim that the liability lies with the
driver of the vehicle to spot the danger
and take back control of the vehicle, so
how badly is an operator’s concentration
and reaction time impacted by watching
a movie, or playing a game?

BMW just announced AirConsole to
allow owners to play both single- and
multiplayer videogames from the com-
fort of the driver’s seat to "make every
waiting situation in the vehicle an enter-
taining experience."

‘WALKING DEAD’ STAR JOINS ‘THE
BIKERIDERS’ CAST, JAX RETURNS
FROM THE DEAD
For your Moto-tainment pleasure,
Hollywood sources report that “The
Walking Dead” star Norman Reedus has
become the latest celebrity to join the
cast of “The Bikeriders,” a fictional film
inspired by the photography of Danny
Lyon and his 1967 book of the same
name, and follows the rise of a fictional
Midwestern motorcycle club.  Seen
through the lives of the members, the
club evolves over the course of the
decade from a gathering place for local

outsiders into a more ‘sinister gang’.

The biker theme is fitting for Reedus, a
longtime rider whose ‘TWD’ character
Daryl Dixon is known for riding a motor-
cycle across the show’s 11 seasons.  The
53-year-old actor also hosts the travel
series “Ride with Norman Reedus” as he
hits the open road to explore biker cul-
ture.

In other ‘Dead’ News, Charlie Hunnam
has reportedly hinted at resurrecting his
Jax Teller character, who died in the final
episode of “Sons of Anarchy,” for a
redux role.

MOTORCYCLE POKÉMON TO HELP
GAMERS EXLPORE POKÉ-UNI-
VERSE
Two new Legendaries, Koraidon and
Miraidon, are here to aid in your explo-
ration of the newest games in the
Pokémon franchise.  In the 26 years
since Pokémon was first released, it’s
gained a lot of fans around the world,
and while pedal-powered bicycles have
been a part of Poké-canon since the
beginning, traditional motorcycles
haven’t been -- until now!

On November 18, 2022, Nintendo is set
to release the two newest games in the
franchise worldwide -- Pokémon Scarlet
and Pokémon Violet -- on the Switch.  As
has become customary, a pair of
Legendary Pokémon (differentiated from
normal Pokémon by both their rarity and
their comparatively expansive powers)
will adorn the box art for these games.
They’re new to the franchise; their names
are Koraidon and Miraidon -- oh, and
they transform into motorcycles.

That’s important, because these two new
games mark another first in the franchise:
They’re both open-world roleplaying
games (RPGs), and with so much space
to explore, these Pokébikes will help
your character ride across the newest
region in the Poké-universe, Paldea.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "I am not afraid
of an army of lions led by a sheep; I am
afraid of an army of sheep led by a
lion.”
~ Alexander the Great (356 – 323 BC)
Greek King & Conqueror
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ABATE of Arizona Business Members
A Hansen Master Tech
602-647-0136

American Legion Post 138
602-837-1247

AZ American Italian Club 602-944-3090

Ain't Nick's Tavern 
602-242-2345

Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs 
602-463-7886

Breyer Law 
480-387-5754

D&D DISCOUNT MOTORCYCLES
480-731-9003

El Charro Norte
928-460-5869

Jake's Corner Bar
928-474-0679

Mark's Beergarden
928-515-1044

Great Lakes Properties 
641-226-3527

Gwen Zolber, REALTOR® 
602-819-4018

Gypsy's Roadhouse 
602-326-7333

Hooch's Kingman Grille 
480-294-2488

Mormon Lake Lodge
928-354-2227

NW Moose Lodge 2543
520-406-5565

Ferguson Approach
740-815-5894

MotorcycleSafari.com 
415-251-7766

Shabby & Chic Custom Clothes 661-208-6053

Saddle Sore Ranch
424-322-0505

The Option Co. 
520-305-6651

Tombstone Brewing Company 480-299-2314

Tonto Rim Bar & Grill 
651-399-5066

HVAC Recycle
623-262-1083

Tonto Silk Screen & Embroidery
928-474-4207

AZ Accident Scene Management LLC
602-908-7989

American Legion Post 138
951-333-2994

El Zaribah Shriner
602-531-6545

Desert Thunder MC (DTMC)

Hardly Angels Inc

NW Tucson Moose Riders

Old Koots on Scoots

Off Camber

Sacred Skulls MC

Sho Ryders MC

Sons of Liberty Riders MC

Introducing Ladies Riding Group - The Windsisters
By Joe Silk

The Windsisters of Arizona, is a private
group of lady riders who enjoy the free-
dom of riding motorcycles of all kinds
(just like our ABATE state membership)
within the state of Arizona.  They are at
758 members strong and growing!

Their membership plans rides based on
their member’s riding skill, encourage
their members to organize individual
“shout out rides”, share fun adventures,
share stories, mentor and instill confi-
dence in new riders and each other’s rid-
ing skills, and provide advice and wisdom
to others within their membership.   Also,
they encourage members to show off
(with their Facebook page) their individ-
ual uniqueness of adventure as well as
their unique motorcycles with which they
choose to adventure on with!

They make efforts to encourage one
another to become the best riders in any
situation and treat everyone with respect,
especially taking pride in supporting law
enforcement, and our military, by partici-
pating in their events and rides.

On any Windsister ride event they ask
that all riders ride at their own risk and
refrain from drinking until kickstands are
down for the day. All their posts relate to
motorcycle related activities with safety
being number one on all rides, big or
small.

Michelle Theis (East Valley ABATE
member and motorcycle awareness pro-
gram supporter) is Windsister’s founding
member and the administrator of their FB
page.  Michelle strives to do an excellent
job with creating enjoyable rides to

unique places, with additional fun activi-
ties or places to stay overnight, eateries,
and entertainment. If itineraries need
adjusting she is great at informing every-
one, especially to keep everyone safe!
Michelle and the rest of the membership
ensure that Windsister rides and events
are always a blast!

Other rides include a ride created (by East
Valley Chapter Merchandise Officer –
Suzanne “Q” Jensen) for the World Wide
Steel Cowgirl Ride, and the Annual
International Female Ride Day!

In addition to being a great group of
ladies who are very diverse, fun loving,
kind, and enjoy and celebrate their open
road sisterhood adventures, some of them
are also ABATE members!  Windsisters
members Michelle Theis, “Q”, Lei
Cayson, Sharise Mayer, and Erin Berry-

Schade are East Valley Chapter members,
and have stepped up and supported
ABATE’s awareness mission statement.
Also, with encouragement by Sharise
Mayer, Windsisters Robin Cessna,
Michelle Theis, Lei Cayson and Erin
Berry-Schade (our newest certified
motorcycle awareness presenter) support-
ed and participated in the recent
Motorcycle Awareness Program classes
presented at Mesa School High School
drivers education classes!   ABATE hopes
to see more Windsisters as ABATE mem-
bers supporting future events!

Take a look at some of the fun photos of
Windsister’s adventures and recent activi-
ties ….  ABATE of Arizona lady riders,
consider joining them on their next
adventure!!
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Speed Camera Blocking On The Rise Worldwide
https://www.thenewspaper.com

Opponents of automated ticketing in
Australia and the UK are taking to the
streets to protect fellow motorists from
being trapped by mobile speed camera
vans. The TikTok user speedingticket-
suk last week posted a video of a man
who parked his own van in front of a
GanBwyll Gosafe speed camera van in
Wales. The man stood smiling as he
deprived the photo radar device of the
clear view of the road it needed to
operate (view video). The video also
shows motorists driving past honking
their horns in support.

In New South Wales, 17-year-old
activist Beau Jackson has recruited
individuals to assist him in traveling to
speed camera sites with warning signs
that deprive the photo radar vans of
their ability to trap motorists. Local
companies have also begun supporting
Jackson's efforts, with one firm sup-
plying thirty professionally made
warning signs.

In Schwetzingen, Germany, vigilantes
used black spraypaint against the speed
camera on Karlsruher Strasse on
Tuesday, according to local police. In

Kevelaer, the red light camera located
at the intersection of Winnekendonker
Strasse and Schloss Wissener Strasse
was smashed on Monday, September
26.

In Poissy, France, on Wednesday,
black spraypaint blinded the speed
camera on the RD190. In Montpellier,
the speed camera on the Avenue de
l'Europe was destroyed after being
rammed by a car on Monday,
September 26. Around the same time,
the speed camera on the RD785 in
Plouneour-Menez that had just
returned to service after a previous

attack was blinded with blue spray-
paint. Also toward the beginning of the
week, the speed camera near Vernoux-
en-Gatine was blinded with spraypaint.
This is just one of the automated tick-
eting machines in the area that are dis-
abled on a monthly or weekly basis.
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Saturdays Oct-Dec 2022 { 10/1, 10/15,
11/5, 11/19, 12/3, 12/17 }: Bitchin’
Stitchin’ at Superstition HD - 2910 W
Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ.
85120 from 10a-1pm FMI: 480-346-0600

Sundays October 2022 { 10/16, 10/30 }:
Superstition HOG Chapter Ride starts at
Superstition HD - 2910 W Apache Trail,
Apache Junction, AZ. 85120. Come ride
with our HOG Members. Meet at 7:30a,
Kickstands up at 8a. FMI: 480-346-0600

2nd Sundays: ABATE-AZ East Valley
Chapter meeting ~ 10a at American
Legion Post 138, 107 E Broadway Rd,
Tempe. {B’fast available 9am} FMI: Joe
Silk 480-628-8598,
miterangers@msn.com

2nd Sundays: ABATE-AZ Yavapai
Chapter meeting ~ 11a at VFW Post 541,
202 N Arizona Ave, Prescott. FMI: Dan
Tumey 928-308-9911,
ycabateaz@gmail.com

2nd Sundays: ABATE-AZ Phoenix-
Shadow Mtn Chapter meeting. 10:30a-
noon at AZ American Italian Club, 7509
N. 12th St, Phoenix. Food & drinks avail-
able.

Wednesdays in October 2022:
Superstition HOG Chapter Ride.
Superstition HD - 2910 W Apache Trail,
Apache Junction 85120. Ride with our
HOG Members. Meet at 7:30a,
Kickstands up at 8a. FMI: SHD-HOG
hotline 480-346-0626, main 480-346-
0600, Info@superstitionhog.com
https://www.facebook.com/superstition-
chapter3774/

Thursdays {Sept 22 – Nov 3, 2022}:
CycleRides.com Bike Nights at The
Shops at Norterra {2460 W Happy Valley
Rd. Phoenix} from 6-9pm. Sponsors
include Law Tigers AZ. Live Music,
Vendors, and Restaurant Specials.

10/8 {Sat} Bikers For Boobies –
fundraiser to provide mammograms plus
financial assistance to cancer victims.
2022 sponsors include Law Tigers AZ
FMI: withatwistmh@gmail.com

10/9 {Sun} 11-Mile Corner Swap Meet –
AZ’s Largest Motorcycle Swap Meet @
Pinal County Fairground, 512 N 11–Mile
Corner Road, Casa Grande. {Exit 194
from I-10} from 8a≈1:30pm. Gates open
to sellers 6am, public 8am. $5 @ gate
[kids under 12 years free]. Spaces are
20x15 = $40/ea. First come, first served.
All bike brands welcome. Turn your spare
parts into cash. Find rare parts, antique, &
more. No dogs except service dogs.
Sponsored by Law Tigers AZ. FMI: MJ
480-209-8521

10/14-16 {Fr-Sun} Run to the Rez 2022,
Veterans Honor Motorcycle Run. Apache
Gold Casino, San Carlos, AZ. “The Most
Spiritual Ride in Arizona”. Honor
Ceremony for Veterans, + Poker run, live

music, BBQ, motorcycle raffle, & more.
FMI: 928-961-6002 or email johnrezrid-
er@yahoo.com

10/22 {Sat} East Valley ABATE
Chapter's Hard Ass Run. Mystery Poker
Run! 350+ mile ride. Rain or Shine! Reg
6:30a-8am @ O'Kelley's Bar & Grill,
2120 W Guadalupe Rd, Ste 17, Mesa.
$25/sgl, $35/2-up. Next location is given
at each stop. Last bike in 6pm. High/Low
Winners, First in Prize, 50/50, Ammo
Raffle, Costumes Optional. FMI: 480-
628-8598, miterangers@msn.com

10/22 Chili Cookoff Challenge hosted by
ABATE-AZ High Country Chapter from
1-4pm at Sandi’s Hideaway, 1896 Silver
Lake Blvd, White Mtn Lakes, 95812
$5/pp. Ask about cooks rules & entry
fees. FMI: doublebhcc@gmail.com

The Arizona Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Foundation
Financial Assistance Helmet Program

• AMSAF Vouchers are valid towards the purchase of a $200.00 or   
 higher DOT Certified Full Face or Modular Street Helmet.
    
• Vouchers are only valid to those dealers approved by AMSAF and   
 listed on the AMSAF website.
    
• Vouchers are not valid for discounted, special order or discontinued   
 helmets.
    
• Purchased helmet is non-returnable if warning tag is cut off. Helmets 
      may be returnable at the discretion of the dealer.
    
• Voucher is valid for a $125.00 credit toward qualified helmet due to   
 grant received from the Governor's Office of Highway Safety. 
    
• Dealer or store will give an additional 25% off of Helmet MSRP.
    
• $50.00 tax deductible donation is required to AMSAF at time of 
 application.
    
• Voucher and promo code is only valid toward one (1) Helmet purchase.
    
• Dealer will credit individual up front at time of purchase and invoice   
 AMSAF. 

Events Calendar

B.O.D. 2023 Calendar

A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona, Inc.  ~ 2023 BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETINGS
B.O.D. meetings will be held at 1:00PM on the below dates at the A.B.A.T.E. Phoenix office

located upstairs in the AZ American Italian Club at 7509 N. 12th Street, Phoenix, AZ
85020.  Meeting attendance is also available on ZOOM.  Member attendance is encouraged.

Contact "secretary@abateofaz.org" for on-line meeting address and password info.

2023; January 7th ~ April 1st ~ July 8th ~ October 7th
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Annual Bowling Tournament

News from the MRF (continued)
The movement to end the use of fossil
fuels in Europe has gained steam in
recent years. As part of this plan the
European Union has proposed that all
new cars registered as of 2035 will be
zero-emission. While motorcycles and
other two wheeled vehicles are not yet
included in this directive the writing is
on the wall.

The eFuel Alliance and motorcycle
manufacturers in Europe are seeking
ways to end the use of fossil fuels while
not fully embracing the electric motor-
cycle. Just like in the United States,
motorcyclists and their allies remain
skeptical of full electrification.

Concerns regarding range, grid depend-
ability and charging locations voiced by
those in the U.S. are also concerns of
Europeans. To push back against elec-
tric motorcycles and expand options for
bikers, many believe the answer is the
use of eFuels. eFuels are climate-neu-
tral synthetic fuels produced from
renewable energy sources, including
solar, wind and hydrogen. However, the
cost and production concerns of eFeuls
remain to be fully flushed out.

The motorcycle sector has a $20.5 bil-
lion impact on the european economy
and is seen as key to many of the trans-
portation problems facing Europe.

Motorcycle tourism and events alone
contribute over $2 billion to the
economies of European countries.  By
including all two wheeled vehicles into
the numbers Europe has nearly 40 mil-
lion two wheeled vehicles on the roads.
The appeal of this form of transporta-
tion is obvious. The cost to commute is
1/3 that of traditional cars and because
of their smaller size help alleviate much
of the congestion and space issues that
older, crowded European cities face.

As MRF President Kirk “Hardtail”
Willard has repeatedly warned, “Policy
ideas that first appear in Europe have a
history of popping up in the United

States.” Speaking on that topic Karl-
Maria Grugl, a member of the European
Association of Motorcycle
Manufacturers said, “Europe is setting
the scene for other regions of the world.
We hope that other regions of the world
follow the lead of Europe.”

The MRF has a long-standing partner-
ship with the Federation of European
Motorcyclists’ Association (FEMA) and
remains committed to addressing the
challenges all bikers face together. We
will monitor the fuel debate in Europe
and prepare for its migration to the U.S.



MASTERLINK NOVEMBER                                                                                                                                                        PAGE 11

Motorcycle Awareness Program Presentations
By Joe Silk

During the last two weeks of September,
East Valley Chapter members Jim Silk,
Joe Silk, Michelle Theis, Lei Cayson,
Erin Berry-Schade(our new certified
MAP instructor!), Dan Widmar, and Billy

Shirato presented the motorcycle aware-
ness program to over 600 students at five
Mesa high schools classes.  

Thanks to chapter member, Sharise
Mayer, for enlisting the support from the
Windsisters riding group(Michelle Theis,

Lei Cayson, Erin Berry-Schade, and
Robin Cessna).  The program is in need
of additional volunteers that can present
the program(supports ABATE’s aware-
ness mission statement) at other valley
and statewide high school drivers educa-
tion programs.  

Imagine the impact we can make if we
can educate all future Arizona drivers
about awareness of motorcycles!  

If interested, please contact MAP coordi-
nator, Jim Silk, at 6023121927. 

High Country New Business Member, Gold Diggers Dirt Equipment
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WE’RE BY
YOUR SIDE

Motorcycle Accident?
Call 1-800-Law Tigers
LawTigers.com

Law Tigers is not a referral service, but a service mark used to identify a lawyer’s membership in the
American Association of Motorcycle Injury Lawyers © 2019

BIKE NIGHT CANCELED!
https://www.cyclerides.com

I am shocked and extremely disappointed
to announce that the Shops of Norterra
has abruptly Canceled Bike Night for the
rest of the season, including Thursday,
October 20th. It is particularly disap-
pointing because the crowds were incred-
ible, everyone was having a great time
and really enjoyed it. I want you to know
that I pushed all the way to the very end
to save this event, but it was not to be.
See press release below.

I want to thank all of you that showed up
to participate in this event over the first 4

nights. Your support for my events over
the years has been extremely humbling,
and this one is no exception as you made
it a major event from the very first night!
I sincerely appreciate that.

I would also like to thank our Sponsors
that stepped up quickly to make it all
happen. Thanks to Buddy Stubbs Harley-
Davidson, GoAZ Motorcycles, Indian
Motorcycles of Peoria, Law Tigers, Nash
Powersports and Ridenow Powersports
for their support.

Stay tuned for what I can come up with
next to support the Riders of the Valley.

Thank You again for your continued sup-
port! Follow the Cyclerides.com
Facebook for upcoming announcements,
Click Here.

Below is the official press release from
The Shops at Norterra:

Beloved Biker Community,
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we will
be canceling tomorrow’s Bike Night
event at The Shops at Norterra, as well as
the rest of the series. Unfortunately, a
small group of individuals has created an
environment that does not promote the
fun and positive atmospherics that we

hoped to bring to all of you through host-
ing these events. To those who have
respectfully participated in and helped us
create community through Bike Night,
we look forward to continuing to be a
space where you and your family mem-
bers can eat, drink, shop and enjoy.
-The Shops at Norterra

Blessings and Safe Riding to All,

Barry Caraway
"The Road is Yours - Take The Ride"
www.cyclerides.com

The AMA endorses lane splitting
https://americanmotorcyclist.com

The American Motorcyclist Association
places significant emphasis on motorcy-
clei operator and passenger safety. On
every type of public roadway, motorcy-
clists encounter challenges from other
roadway users and are constantly vigilant
to unsafe conditions around them.

Perhaps one of the most dangerous situa-
tions for any on-highway motorcyclist is
being caught in congested traffic, where
stop-and-go vehicles, distracted and inat-
tentive vehicle operators, and environ-
mental conditions pose an increased risk
of physical contact with another vehicle
or hazard. Even minor contact under such
conditions can be disastrous for motorcy-
clists.

The Hurt Report1, the most comprehen-
sive motorcycle crash causation study to
date, noted that, “Moderate or heavy traf-
fic was the situation at 59.2 percent of the
accidents [studied].”Reducing a motorcy-
clist’s exposure to vehicles that are fre-
quently accelerating and decelerating on
congested roadways can be one way to
reduce rear-end collisions for those most
vulnerable in traffic.

In many countries (excluding the United
States), lane splittingii and filteringiii are
normal practices for motorcyclists.
Particularly in the highly urbanized areas
of Europe and Asia, motorcycle and
scooter operators are expected to pass
between conventional vehicles and filter
(advance) to the front of the group.

Recent events in the United States have

renewed motorcyclists’ interest in lane
splitting. Therefore, the AMA has pre-
pared this position statement to aid in
understanding this issue and assist motor-
cyclists in deciding whether to support
efforts to permit lane splitting in their
states.The University of California at
Berkeley published a report in May 2015
that concludes that motorcyclists who
split lanes in heavy traffic are significant-
ly less likely to be struck from behind by
other motorists, are less likely to suffer
head or torso injuries, and are less likely
to sustain fatal injuries in a crash.2

One of the recommendations in the
National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety
(NAMS)3 is: “Study the safety implica-
tions of lane splitting.” In support of this
recommendation, the report states:

“A motorcycle’s narrow width can allow
it to pass between lanes of stopped or
slow-moving cars on roadways where the
lanes are wide enough to offer an ade-
quate gap. This option can provide an
escape route for motorcyclists who would
otherwise be trapped or struck from
behind. There is evidence (Hurt, 1981)
that traveling between lanes of stopped or
slow-moving cars (i.e., lane splitting) on
multiple-lane roads (such as interstate
highways) slightly reduces crash frequen-
cy compared with staying within the lane
and moving with other traffic.

continued page 13
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The Masterlink digitally? It is posted monthly on the ABATE website - www.abateofaz.org

Masterlink is the monthly publication of ABATE of Arizona, which is a motorcycle
rights organization.  

The purpose of the Masterlink is to provide you, the reader, with access to informa-
tion that supports the mission of ABATE of Arizona, which is essentially to promote

motorcyclists and 
motorcycling in a safe and positive manner through education and legislation.

Anyone may submit an article or advertisement for publication.  

However, the Editorial Board of the Masterlink reserves the right to exercise their
discretion regarding content in the publication, which means an article or advertise-

ment may not be published if the Editorial Board considers the material 
inappropriate for, or if space requirements do not allow for, publication in the

Masterlink.

Lane Splitting
In a statement issued by the Motorcycle
Industry Council in 20114, the trade
group states: “In full consideration of the
risks and benefits of lane splitting, the
Motorcycle Industry Council supports
state laws that allow lane splitting under
reasonable restrictions.”

For decades, California has been the only
state to permit lane splitting. While not
specifically permitted or prohibited in the
California Vehicle Code until 2016, lane
splitting has been condoned by the
California Highway Patrol. In early 2013,
the CHP published lane-splitting guide-
lines5 for the first time. While the guide-
lines did not carry the force of law and
were removed from public circulation,
they provided clear indicators under
which a motorcyclist might be cited for
unsafe or imprudent behavior. In 2016,
California passed a law6 (A.B. 51) that
authorized the state Highway Patrol to
develop guidelines for legal lane splitting.

Legislatively, there has been activity on
lane splitting in several states, but only
California has enacted a law.

Passing legislation to permit lane splitting

may be the easiest part of the process.
Significant effort would subsequently be
required to educate the law enforcement
community, officials and administrators
within state departments of transportation
and public safety, prosecutors, the judici-
ary and the general motoring public on
the benefits to those groups and motorcy-
clists to make lane splitting safe for
everyone. Using public service announce-
ments and campaigns, traditional broad-
cast and print media, social media, and
other forms of information sharing could
assist in highlighting the safety, conges-
tion reduction, and other benefits of lane
splitting.

Taking into consideration that the vast
majority of the motoring public does not
ride motorcycles, we are certain non-
motorcyclists do not understand the risks
and the benefits of lane splitting to the
riding community. Motorists in California
being the exception, we believe it would
take many years of experience and sub-
stantial and ongoing public information
campaigns to educate non-motorcyclists
to accept motorcyclists passing them
between lanes of traffic.

The AMA endorses rider responsibility
and actions that make roadways safer for
motorcyclists. While research and evi-
dence suggest that lane splitting may
reduce a motorcyclist’s risk exposure
somewhat, we are cautious to issue a
blanket endorsement supporting the prac-
tice. In particular, experience has taught
us that the legislative process and the
implementation of new laws are fraught
with uncertainty. A straightforward lane
splitting bill may easily be amended with
provisions that the AMA and the motor-
cycling community would find unaccept-
able. Provisions such as mandatory hel-
met use in an adult-choice state or
mandatory minimum medical insurance
coverage provisions would quickly poison
an otherwise well-intentioned effort.

Motorcyclists who oppose lane splitting
should remember that it is optional in
California. Permitting lane splitting is not
the same as requiring it, so those opposed
to the practice should consider the desires
of other motorcyclists who believe they
would benefit from it. Lane splitting is an
issue of choice.

Even with the best intentions and organi-

zation, inappropriate behavior by motor-
cyclists can quickly garner a large nega-
tive response from the motoring public.
With the easy availability of video sys-
tems and the Internet, a few postings of
public roadway stunting, such as speeding
past motorists stuck in traffic, could sour
a legitimate campaign to approve lane
splitting in a state.

While the AMA has long advocated
responsible riding practices and does not
condone any behavior that violates the
rules of the road, we caution that the
future of lane splitting in any state could
be derailed by the actions of a few irre-
sponsible motorcyclists. Advocates of
lane splitting should be prepared to count-
er any negative responses they receive
from legislators and those responsible for
implementing lane splitting laws.

Given the ongoing success of lane split-
ting in California6 and the recent enthusi-
asm for lane splitting and/or filtering in
other states, the AMA endorses these
practices and will assist groups and indi-
viduals working to bring legal lane split-
ting and/or filtering to their states.
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MRF Membership Form ABATE of Arizona

Meeting of the Minds 2022
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P   ______________________________________

E   _______________________________________

Annual Individual Membership $35
Annual Joint Membership $60
Annual Sustaining Membership $100
Annual Industry Council Membership $100

Billing Address  ______________________________

City, State, Zip  ______________________________

Name on CC  _______________________________

Card Number: 

Expiration Date  _______________  CVV _________

Date  __________________________

New    Renewal
Referred by:  ___________________________________

Please Check if you are a US Citizen
Check here to NOT receive Patches and Pins
Check here to NOT receive MRF Email Alerts
Check here to receive MRF Reports electronically (email)

3-Year Individual Membership $95
3-Year Joint Membership $140
Sustaining Membership Club $100
Freedom Fighter Donation $10 $25 $_____

Mail to: 

Ride with the Leaders™
Member(s) Name  ______________________________

Phone  ______________________________________

Email  _______________________________________
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Phx-SM legislative Townhall
By Mary K. Donnay

A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona, Inc. Phoenix-
Shadow Mountain Chapter members had
good discussions tonight at the legislative
townhall with AZ Rep. Frank Carroll,

House of Representatives Transportation
Committee Chairman.  Frank has a thor-
ough understanding and working relation-
ship with ABATE of Arizona, thanks to
Michael Infanzons' on-going lobbying
efforts.

Michael Infanzon presented AZ Rep.
Shawnna Bolick a unique engraved tro-
phy for being 3-year "Legislator of the
Year 2020-2021-2022", and we gifted her
an honorary A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona life-

time membership.  Rep. Bolick's term
ends this year, and she is not running for
another term.  We wish her well in her
future endeavors.

Fox Factory Partners With Society of Women Engineers
https://www.cyclenews.com

Duluth, GA – October 19, 2022 – Fox
Factory is proud to announce our partner-
ship with the Society of Women
Engineers (SWE). In addition to the
annual partnership, the company will
make its appearance at the SWE National
Conference held in Houston, Texas,
October 20-22.

This is a fantastic opportunity to recruit
talented professionals for Fox’s summer
internship program, interview and hire
experienced engineers to help us develop
next level performance products, and pro-
vide stellar professional development for
current employees.

“I am thrilled that our company has start-
ed this official partnership,” said Jackie
Martin, Fox Factory’s Chief Purpose and
Inclusion Officer. “Originally, I started
my career as an engineer, a field that
remains heavily male-dominated. So, I

know the importance of having role mod-
els, a good support system, and a diverse
network to help women professionals
develop and thrive in the STEM work-
force.”

As part of our partnership, Fox is invest-
ing in our women in engineering and
other technical roles by offering SWE
annual memberships to enhance their
individual development as well as their
professional network. The goal is to pro-
vide more opportunities for mentoring,
training, and professional growth, which
will support their career trajectories and
augment their contributions here at Fox.

“Growing up, I was around women who
worked in male-dominated environments,
such as the automotive and IT [informa-
tion technology] industries,” said
Kayleigh Hreha, Fox Factory’s Design
Engineer. “I’m so proud of all the women
in my life who worked hard so I can have
this opportunity to be Fox’s first female

Design Engineer and even more proud to
work for a company that is investing in
change.”

As a company that engineers premium
products which redefine performance on
any terrain, it was a natural partnership
with SWE to help discover driven engi-
neers who will help us continue to lead in
the market. It’s our people who have an
undying passion for progress which
drives us to go further and farther for our
customers.

“Innovation and ingenuity start with a
spark that can be kindled by all walks of
life,” said Cat Vachon, Fox Factory’s
Inclusion, Diversity, and Engagement
Manager. “Our ability to outthink, out-
pace, and out-innovate the competition is
ever-growing due to the fresh perspec-
tives we bring to the table.”

For more than seven decades, the Society
of Women Engineers has given women

engineers a unique place and voice within
the engineering industry. SWE’s mission
is to empower women to achieve their
full potential in careers as engineers and
leaders; expand the image of the engi-
neering and technology professions as a
positive force in improving the quality of
life; and demonstrate the value of diversi-
ty and inclusion.

Fox Factory Holding Corp. designs, engi-
neers, manufactures and markets perform-
ance-defining products and systems for
customers worldwide. Fox Factory
Holding Corp. is the holding company of
FOX Factory, Inc. Our premium brand,
performance-defining products and sys-
tems are used primarily on bicycles, side-
by-side vehicles, on-road vehicles with
and without off-road capabilities, off-road
vehicles and trucks, all-terrain vehicles,
snowmobiles, specialty vehicles and
applications, motorcycles, and commer-
cial trucks.
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By Mary K. Donnay

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation
(MRF) 38th Annual MEETING OF THE
MINDS (MOTM) was held September
22nd  – 24th in Des Moines, Iowa.  This
is their yearly national motorcyclists’
rights conference where like-minded free-
dom fighters come together to share what
legislative successes they had and how
they achieved them, so other states may
pass similar legislation that preserves our
right to ride the motorcycle of our choice,
when and where we want.

A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona, Inc. was well rep-
resented with 14 members in attendance.
Several were first time MOTM attendees
and promised they will make every effort
to attend again. The money A.B.A.T.E.
spends to help officers attend this confer-
ence, comes back to us by solidifying
their commitment to our organization and
gives them the tools needed to reach our
goals; pass good legislation, block bad
legislation, encourage rider training and
safety, and promote public awareness of
motorcyclists.

Katie Howard and I coordinated Friday’s
silent auction, with assistance from sever-
al A.B.A.T.E. of Iowa members.  Friday
night was “casino night” with a surprise
drag queen show.  They hired a few pro-
fessional drag queens, but then had 6
MRF reps dress up in drag.  It was all in
good fun and raised a lot of money for
the MRF.

A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona received a legisla-

tive award for getting Lane Filtering
signed into law.

We got 2 new members: Kirk “Hardtail”
Willard, MRF President, joined
A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona, and so did David
Duffy, A.B.A.T.E. of Iowa President.

I attended the “Principals of Leadership”
seminar presented by Jazz, A.B.A.T.E. of
MN and Sons of Silence MC.

SUMMARY: be available, let them vent,
be polite, keep calm, thank people all the
time, stay humble, you’re just a member
who took on more responsibility, don’t
think out loud , have a venting buddy
(other than your spouse), be mindful of
your facial expressions, don’t emotionally
react, get both sides of the story, stop
using “I” or “me” – use “we” or “our”.
Always carry a membership trifold, don’t
sell memberships at a benefit event, get
new members under your wing, invite
them to ride with you to a meeting,
they’ll feel more comfortable and privi-
leged, introduce new members at meet-
ings, no yelling or demeaning at meetings
– control it.  Have someone CALL new
members after the first meeting to invite
back.  Arrive to meeting early to intro-
duce everyone.  Do not use acronyms
with new people, i.e.: SMRO, MRF,
NHTSA.  Advertise your group, not H-D.
Wear something other than all H-D gear,
no booze at the head table, show up at
events (don’t delegate), have officer pre-
meetings so they can vent BEFORE the
meeting and agree to disagree, so you are
united come meeting time, work as a unit.

Provide Robert’s Rules for Dummy’s to
chapter coordinators.  Do your best, but
you can’t please everyone, do not take
everything personal, implement a time
rule: you get to speak ONCE for 5 min-
utes (shuts down problem people).  Start
meetings on time, set up a sit down with
problem people, have 2 more members
with you to witness (if necessary).

Stand up and look up when speaking,
side-line rambling members (“talk to me
after the meeting”), new member with old
idea: “That’s a great idea.  We tried that
before and “this” happened.  If you can
come up with a new resolution, maybe
we can implement it.”
Make meetings fun, smile always, pay
attention, don’t be on your phone, keep
eye contact, no special treatment, be an
example, TRUE LEADERS DO NOT
CREATE FOLLOWERS, THEY CRE-
ATE LEADERS.

I also attended the “Organizational
Continuity” seminar presented by Mark
Buckner, A.B.A.T.E. of Colorado, MRF
Past President and Board of Directors.

SUMMARY: A leaders’ first job is to find
your replacement!  Formerly successful
organizations can fall apart when we tran-
sition to new leadership that isn’t proper-
ly prepared.

We want leaders who are there for the
right reasons and know what they’re get-
ting into, people who are motivated by
principle, not self-interest.  Separate the

doers from the talkers.  Give tough
assignments to people who can rise to the
occasion.  Challenge prospective leaders
with harder and harder tasks and see how
they perform.  Failure can be the best
teacher.  Current leaders should clearly
define what their job responsibilities are.
Write them down and discuss them with
fellow officers to make sure you haven’t
missed anything.  Then use that list to
help develop new leaders.  Give people
who are willing to step up to the plate all
the support you can, be available.

Leaders’ checklist: puts organizations’
needs above their own, welcomes a chal-
lenge, willing to learn from others, how
do they handle confrontation (conflict is a
natural state, be respectful and profes-
sional, listen to both sides of the conflict,
take to a private place).  Is the person
comfortable delegating to others? (Set
follow up goals.) is the person a strong
communicator, take time to answer ques-
tions in a timely, respectful manner.  Is
the person willing to admit when they or
the organization have made a mistake?
Ego isn’t always a bad thing, when man-
aged properly, it can be a huge asset.  Be
self-confident, NOT self-centered.   

Be a mentor, not a micro-manager.  Be a
good listener.  Don’t automatically dis-
miss views or opinions that may not
agree with your own.  Be there for the
long haul, real mentors never go away.  

When the new person is ready, be there to
help out when requested.  Otherwise, get
out of the way and let them fly!

Meeting of the Minds 2022

2022 A.B.A.T.E. of Arizona attendees at Meeting of the Minds
(BACK ROW) Holli Woosley, Cliff Prentice, Angela Buchler, Dale “Animal” Dedrich, Jim Butsback, Mary K. Donnay, Dennis Banners, Katie

Howard, Paula Beale, Michael Infanzon 
(FRONT ROW) Jeremy Krauss, Cynde Aydt, Sandy Tavares, Dixie Gray
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Important Phone Numbers 

Aid to Injured Motorcyclists -  A.I.M. - (800) 521-2425
24-Hr. Legal Assistance 

for all accidents 

Aid to Incarcerated Motorcyclists  A.I.M. - (800) 235-2424
24-Hr. Legal Criminal Defense 

National Legislative Hot Line - (800) 300-NCOM
24-Hr. Motorcycle Legislative Alerts 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists NCOM- (800) 525-5355
Fighting for Bikers Rights 

Confederation of Clubs. - (800) 531-2424
Motorcycle Clubs Fighting Against Discrimination 

Motorcycle Riders Foundation
Washington D.C. Office

(202) 546-0983 

ATTENTION ALL RIDERS
It has come to our attention that business establishments in Arizona may still be dis-

criminating against motorcyclists. Please carry copies of this form with you at all
times. Discrimination can range from a sign stating “No Colors” or “No Motorcycle

Parking” or “No Motorcycle Attire” etc.,to simply being asked to leave a place of
business , just because you are on a motorcycle or because of your riding attire. If

anything like this happens to you, PLEASE fill out this form in its entirety and send it
to the address below. Your lobbyist cannot get sponsorship for “equal access” 

legislation, without evidence of this type of discrimination.

Young Activist Nomination Request

MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION 
AWARENESS & EDUCATION 

Young Activist Scholarship Fund Nomination Form 
 

    
 

Candidate Criteria: 
1) Nominated candidate must be between the ages of 18 and 30 with a valid Motorcycle 
Endorsement on their  License. 31st Birthday must fall after Meeting Of The 
Minds for that year. 
 
2) Candidate must be a member in good standing of a State Motorcyclists’ Rights 
Organization (SMRO). Length of membership required in SMRO to be determined by its 
members if candidate is qualified. 
 
3) Candidate must be nominated by their SMRO. Nominations will be accepted from 
either state or local (District/Chapter/Local) SMRO groups and must be submitted on an 
MRF approved application form. 
 
4) Nomination must be submitted between October 1st and July15th and postmarked no 
later than July 1st of the year for which the application is submitted. 
 
5) The Candidate must also submit a minimum three hundred (300)-word essay on why 
biker’s rights are important to them. A well written essay from the heart is like a picture 
or blueprint of who the candidate is; coming directly from the candidate, this gives the 
MRFA&E Board of Directors a better perspective of the individual. Winning candidates 
will be announced via an MRF E-mail News Release on or about August 15th. All 
candidates will be notified with a letter of thanks and encouragement to re-submit their 
candidacy for the next year if they are not the selected winner. 

 
Previous winners:  2004 Crystal Maney CBA/ABATE of NC, 2005 Robert Cuthbertson 
ABATE of CA and Jennifer Lynn Basden ABATE of SC, 2006 Shawn Dickie  ABATE of 
AK, Aaron Meyer ABATE of IN, Justin 
IA
and SCVR  2008 Jeramie Barrett 
ABATE of IA, Mike Salathe ABATE of SD and Matt Huls ABATE of SD, 2009 Johnathan 
Propson ABATE of WI and Ben Vincent ABATE of AR, 2010 Katie Gross ABATE of MN, 

ABATE of N ID and Lori Butler ABATE of SD, 2011 
Charity Stuart ABATE of AZ, 2012 Kevin Finnegan ABATE of CO and Rachel Zell 
ABATE of CO, 2013 Tim McCall ABATE of WA, 2015 Alyssa Eagan ABATE of CO, 
Luke Johnsen ABATE of CO Holly Hurst VA, 2017 Haley Wilson CBA/ABATE of NC, 
2018 Jordyn Hanson ABATE of SD and Andrew Nugent ABATE of SD 2019 George 
Guffee Texas and Jessica Brennan ABATE of WI. 
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ABATE of Arizona Life Members
Jeanette Baker
Al Banks
John Banks
Tom Bateman
Jack Batty
Lynn Baxter
Barry Gilbert Bell
Shawn Bell
Belous
Tina Benoit
Nancy Bernstein
Jim Best
Steve  Bickett
Bud Bidon
Lee Bidon
Norma Jean Billington
Roger Blancas
Debbie Bona
Keith Braunschweig
Robert Bredernitz
Susie Bredernitz
Judy Bristow
Matt Brown
Lynne Buohl
Tom Buohl
Arnold Burdett
Fran Burdett
Deborah Butitta
James Butsback
John Carmody
Timothy Carney
Jason  “Pee Wee”Cartwright
Flo Catone
Charlie Gorton 
Bill Cherry

Rusty Childress
Brad Cosby
Dawn Cowan
James Crull
James Dare
Jerry Davis
JD Depaolantonio
Dawn Detelj
Mike Dick
Dale Dobson
Debbie Donaldson
Mary K Donnay
Adrienne Driggs
Sonny Eldredge
Mark Epling
Rich Ertzner
Robert Felder
George Ferguson
Kay Ferguson
Still Ray Fitzgerald
Jerry Flo
Charles Geller
Dorothy German
Dwayne Goff
Bill Goodwin
Jeff Gorall
Bob Granger
Tracy Gruber
Bob Gumfory
David Hallum
Arlene Hamilton
Robert Haring
Bobbi Hartmann
Jeff Hennie
Gilbert Hernandez

Susan Elaine Hernandez
Rick Hogsten
Carol Holland
Jerry Holzwordt
William Hurst
Brent Johnson
Dale Johnson
Bob Katsock
Stew Keene
Jeremy Kellim
Bradley Kitchins
Terry Kohl
Ron Kool
Kurt Kreckler
Koby Krick
Jeff Larson
Teri Larson
John Loudermilk
Richard Macias
Gloria Mccormack
Harold Mccormack
David Mcgrew
David J. Mclaren
Jessica Method
Barbara Meyer
Kate  Milner
Wade Milner
Stewart Moore
Michael Morris
Robin Munn
Susan Murphy
Betty Myer
Dennis Myer
Candice Nagel
Ken Nagel

Robert O’leary
Jewells Olson
Lane Owen
Marshall  Ozbirn
Francisco Palacios
Fred Pascarelli
Jayne Pascarelli
Michele Peltier
Mark Pepera
Angelique Perea
Dan Peterson
Lyn Peterson
Claudia Phelps
Brenda Phillips
Forrest Phillips
Sean Pinder
Glenn Piper
Steve Poosz
Dick Prince
Sioux Prince
Don Randolph
Dan Ray
Julie Reemelin
Matthew Reemelin
Ray Riedel
Mike Riggin
Carrie Robinson
Dale Robinson
Debbie Robinson
Catherine Rouse
Howard Michael Rudd
Russ   Abshire 
Kenneth Sawyer
Patty Schneider
Redbone Schneider

Tom Schwartz
Anthony Sclafani
James Scott
Michael Shearhart
Jim Silk
Joe Silk
Judy Silva
Christopher Smith
Dana Smith
Curtis Smithson
Tracy Smithson
Jerry Snyder
Dave Sorrels
Jim Steckbauer
Gene Szymanski
Deeann Taylor
Perry Taylor
Linda  Teunissen
Stubby Teunissen
Patrick Thomas
Indy Turner
Mike Turngren
Nathan Vankeuren
Duane Voorheis
Bud Walling
Scott Welch
Bob Welton
Lisa Whitacre
Callen Whitton
Daniel Widmar
Jay Williamson
Scot Williamson
Jerry Wohlrabe
Tim Young
Fred Zalud

Sustaining Member List
Christopher Beals
Ron Braaksma
Bruce Vanbuskirk 
Deborah Butitta
James Butsback
Carolyn Carver
Richard Carver
Mary K Donnay
Robert Felder

George Moses 
Richard Gray
Alex Hamblin
Jennifer Hamblin
JMichael Infanzon
Mark B Hamilton
Jacque Watson 
Ron Kool
Koby Krick

Dan Leeper
Rita Mcneely
Judith Miller
Timothy Miller
Todd Watson 
Brody Walters
Holli Woosley"
David Misencik
Robert Van Pelt 

James A Sivigny
Johnny Sullivan
Thomas Wagner 
Todd Watson 
Alexander Tracy
Brody Walters
Holli Woosley

Why Motorcycle Clubs Are Not Gangs
https://www.motorcycleprofilingproject.com

There has been a one-sided war going on
between law enforcement and motorcycle
clubs for many years. This war is not a
literal physical conflict in the traditional
sense, but rather a war of words most
often played out in the media and court-
rooms across America. A war over public
perception. And there is no better exam-
ple than government authorities and the
media applying the term “gang” to vilify
and persecute motorcycle clubs and their
members.

The National Council of Clubs (NCOC),
representing the interests of motorcycle
clubs and thousands of their members
nationwide, is adamantly opposed to
using the term “gang” to describe motor-
cycle clubs. The NCOC requests that
media outlets and public officials imme-
diately discontinue the practice.

Gang labeling results in Selective
Enforcement of the law and profiling,
tangibly impacting civil liberties.
Motorcycle clubs are First Amendment
protected associations and most clubs and
members are living examples of expres-
sive conduct, as demonstrated by an
irrefutable dedication to charitable causes
and political

The only statistical and demographic data
available invalidates the “gang” label.
87% of MC members vote and are politi-
cally active, 73% are employed, 98%
have no felony record, and 38% have
served in the US military.

Gang labeling and civil liberties

The term “gang” in the legislative or
legal arena has a much more specific def-
inition than in media circles and even law
enforcement. In the legal context, the Due
Process Clause and the 1st Amendment
require that an individual be directly con-
nected to criminal activity of the alleged
gang before they are considered a gang
member. This is a more stringent standard
than the mere “membership in an organi-
zation” standard that the media uses for
reporting and that law enforcement uses
for inclusion into a gang database, for
example.

In fact, when prosecuting a member of an
alleged gang, evidence of criminal
wrongdoing by other members of an
organization that don’t involve the defen-
dant are properly excluded by the Federal
Rules of Evidence because such evidence
is cumulative and unduly prejudicial.
This interpretation of the term “gang” or
“gang member” is consistent with the
First Amendment to the US Constitution.
On the other hand, targeting an individual
based on the “gang” label for mere mem-
bership in any organization is unconstitu-
tional.

It’s a matter of semantics with tangible
implications. Being put into a gang data-
base does not mean that an individual is
considered a gang member by statute
because gang databases are intended only

for investigation, not as evidence. So, a
direct connection to criminal activity is
not required before entering and individ-
ual into a gang database. The problem
occurs when law enforcement makes a
gang member determination based on the
mere membership standard when enforc-
ing statutes that legally require a direct
connection to gang crimes.

Gangs, Due Process, and the First
Amendment

Motorcycle clubs are First Amendment
protected associations. Restrictions solely
based on association in a motorcycle club
violate the First Amendment. There is “no
evidence that by merely wearing [motor-
cycle club] “colors,” an individual is
“involved in or associated with the
alleged violent or criminal activity of
other [motorcycle club] members. It is a
fundamental principle that the govern-
ment may not impose restrictions on an
individual “merely because an individual
belong[s] to a group, some members of
which committed acts of violence.” In
fact, the Supreme Court has long “disap-
proved governmental action. denying
rights and privileges solely because of a
citizen’s association with an unpopular
organization.” Healy v. James, 408 U.S.
169, 185-86 (1972). To impose restric-
tions on any person “who wears the
insignia of [motorcycle club], without
regard to or knowledge of that individ-
ual’s specific intent to engage in the
alleged violent activities committed by
other members, is antithetical to the basic

principles enshrined in the First
Amendment and repugnant to the funda-
mental doctrine of personal guilt that is a
hallmark of American jurisprudence.” see
Coles v. Carlini 162 F.Supp.3d 380
(2015)

Gang labeling, Selective Enforcement,
and profiling

This war of words and the perceptions
they create are currently a determining
factor shaping the future of motorcycle
club culture because words have tangible
impacts. In fact, the gang label has
caused some law enforcement to uncon-
stitutionally use membership in a motor-
cycle club as probable cause or reason-
able suspicion for investigation or arrest
without any particularized or specific jus-
tification. The recently common practice
in some states of targeting and arresting
members of clubs for possessing legal
firearms based solely on alleged gang
associations is another alarming example.

Statistical/demographic data says MC’s
are not gangs

The 2016-2019 National Motorcycle
Profiling Surveys (NMPS) demonstrate
that members of motorcycle clubs simply
do not fit the demographic profile of
gangs or gang members. The NMPS, the
only statistical attempt to quantify the
motorcycle profiling epidemic in
America, is an extremely reliable data set,
with 99% reliability and a 1.4% margin
of error.




